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Introduction 

The Veto Power is held by the five permanent (P5) members of the UN Security Council 

(UNSC) – China, France, the Russian Federation, the United States and the United Kingdom. 

Established in the UN Charter after World War II, the veto was designed to ensure the 

cooperation of the most powerful nations in maintaining international peace and security. The 

veto power grants each permanent member the ability to unilaterally block any substantive 

resolution or decision, regardless of the level of support it may receive from other member 

states. This means that for a proposed resolution or decision to pass, there must be unanimous 

agreement by all P5 members.1   

In recent years, discussions about the right to veto have intensified. This increased 

scrutiny is largely due to several ongoing global crises that have exposed the Security Council's 

constraints. Historically, its effectiveness has relied on cooperation among the five permanent 

members and restrained use of the veto. However, increasing tensions between democratic and 

authoritarian P5 members, alongside unresolved disputes. have deepened divisions. The 

frequent use of vetoes has been weakening the UN Security Council’s ability to respond 

effectively to humanitarian crises and geopolitical conflicts.2 For example, vetoes by the United 

States have been blocking resolutions on the Israel-Palestine conflict and the Russian 

Federation's repeated vetoes on resolutions concerning its military activities in Ukraine, both in 

2014 and recently, have prevented the Council from responding effectively to this crisis.3 

Definition of Key Terms 

3 The UN Security Council . (Council on Foreign Affairs) Accessed 25.12 

2 On Heels of Two Vetoes Cast in Security Council, Initiative for General Assembly Debate after Veto’s 
Use Now ‘Even More Profound’, Speakers Tell 193-Member Body | Meetings Coverage and Press 
Releases (UN Meeting Coverage and Press Release) Accessed 25.12 

1 Voting System | Security Council (UN Security Council) Accessed 25.12 

1 

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/un-security-council#:~:text=The%20Security%20Council%20has%20five,are%20not%20afforded%20veto%20power
https://press.un.org/en/2024/ga12658.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2024/ga12658.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2024/ga12658.doc.htm
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/content/voting-system
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Five permanent members (P5 members) 

​ The Five Permanent Members (P5) refer to the five states that hold permanent seats on 

the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) as established by the UN Charter in 1945. These 

members are the United States, the United Kingdom, France, the Russian Federation 

(successor to the Soviet Union), and the People's Republic of China.4 

Procedural resolution 

​ Refers to a resolution or decision that deals with the internal functioning and procedures 

of the UN Security Council rather than substantive issues related to international peace and 

security. Does not require the affirmative votes of all five permanent members (P5) of the UN 

Security Council to pass. 5 

Substantive resolution 

​ Addresses significant matters concerning international peace and security. These 

resolutions can establish obligations, rights, or powers for member states, such as authorizing 

peacekeeping missions, imposing sanctions, or making determinations about conflicts.6 

UN Security Council 

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the five principle organizations of 

the United Nations, responsible for maintaining international peace and security. UNSC 

resolutions are binding on all member states. Established on January 17, 1946, the UNSC 

includes five permanent members (the United States, the Russian Federation, the United 

Kingdom, China, and France) who hold veto power, and ten elected non-permanent members. 

In situations that may cause a “threat to peace and security,” the UNSC’s first action is to 

recommend the parties involved try to reach an agreement by peaceful means. The Council 

may issue ceasefire directives, deploy peacekeeping forces, or take other measures such as 

imposing economic sanctions, trade embargoes, or authorizing military action.7 

Veto 

7 United Nations Security Council | Wex | US Law | LII / Legal Information Institute (law.cornell.edu) 
Accessed 27.12 

6 UN resolution Overview - Rest the Case (Rest the Case) Accessed 27.12 
5 Procedural Vote : UN Security Council Working Methods (Security Council Report) Accessed 27.12 
4 Current Members | Security Council (UN Security Council) Accessed 7.1 

2 

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-5
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/veto
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/party
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/agreement
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/issue
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/sanction
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/authorize
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/military
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/united_nations_security_council#:~:text=Primary%20tabs,binding%20on%20all%20member%20states
https://restthecase.com/knowledge-bank/what-is-un-resolution#:~:text=Substantive%20Resolution%20means%20those%20decisions,and%20duties%2C%20crimes%20and%20punishments
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-security-council-working-methods/procedural-vote.php
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/content/current-members#:~:text=The%20Council%20is%20composed%20of,Denmark%20(2026)
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​ A constitutional right to reject a decision or proposal made by a lawmaking body. In the 

UN, the veto power is given to permanent members of the Security Council of the United 

Nations to block any substantive resolution. An abstention is not equivalent to a veto.8 

Explanation of the Question 

​ The veto power allows the five permanent members of the Security Council—China, 

France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States—to block any resolution that is not 

procedural. This means that even if a majority of countries support a resolution, if any one of 

these five countries votes against it, the resolution cannot pass. On the other hand, it has often 

been criticized for preventing the Security Council from taking action during urgent situations. 

There have been many times when a permanent member has used its right to veto to stop 

actions that could have helped address serious issues like wars or humanitarian crises. P5 

members have frequently used their veto to block resolutions that conflict with their geopolitical 

interests or those of their allies. For instance, as of November 2024, the United States has used 

its veto power 87 times, 49 of which were used to block Israel-related draft resolutions in the UN 

Security Council.9 This ability to block resolutions can make it difficult for the UN to respond 

effectively to global challenges. The use of the veto can also lead to delays in action, as the UN 

may not be able to take swift and effective measures to address urgent global problems. For 

example, the veto can prevent the Security Council from intervening in conflicts or humanitarian 

emergencies, prolonging suffering in the affected regions.  For instance, Russia’s recent veto of 

a resolution calling for a ceasefire in Sudan has worsened the humanitarian crisis, with over 

24,000 deaths reported.10 The concept of "responsibility not to veto" has gained traction, 

particularly in cases of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. This idea suggests 

that permanent members should refrain from using their veto power in situations involving mass 

atrocities. 11 

Moreover, the veto power raises significant questions about democratic representation 

within the UN system by allowing a select group of nations to override the will of the rest of the 

international community. Despite a fourfold increase in UN membership from 51 states in 1945 

11 The Responsibility Not To Veto : A Genealogy (Global Governance) Accessed 19.1 
 

10 Russia vetoes UN resolution calling for immediate cease-fire in the war between Sudan's rival forces | 
AP News (AP News) Accessed 19.1 

9 The 49 times the US used veto power against UN resolutions on Israel | Middle East Eye (Middle East 
Eye) Accessed 28.12 

8 Veto - (Intro to Political Science) - Fiveable (Fivable) Accessed 27.12 
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https://www.jbjv.com/The-Responsibility-Not-To-Veto-A.html
https://apnews.com/article/un-sudan-russia-ceasefire-resolution-85e2b7bb49edc8ca104cf3b9a887c859
https://apnews.com/article/un-sudan-russia-ceasefire-resolution-85e2b7bb49edc8ca104cf3b9a887c859
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/49-times-us-has-used-veto-power-against-un-resolutions-israel
https://library.fiveable.me/key-terms/intro-to-poli-sci/veto#:~:text=A%20veto%20is%20the%20power,reading%20the%20definition%20of%20veto.
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to 193 today, the UN Security Council expanded only once in 1965, growing from 11 to 15 

members with the addition of four non-permanent seats. The UNSC’s structure, established in 

1945, reflects the geopolitical realities of the post-World War II era. The five permanent 

members (P5)—China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States—were 

chosen based on their wartime alliances and global influence at the time. However, this 

structure has not evolved to include rising powers like India and Brazil or to provide adequate 

representation for regions such as Africa and Latin America, which is why there have been calls 

to expand the Security Council to include permanent members from Africa, Latin America, and 

Asia to better reflect today's geopolitical dynamics.1213 

The veto power can also affect how negotiations happen within the UN. The threat of a 

veto often leads to compromises before a resolution is even voted on. This means that 

important issues might not be fully addressed because countries fear they will be blocked by a 

permanent member of the UNSC.14 This can also result in a lack of action on critical matters, as 

the international community may be hesitant to even propose resolutions that are likely to face a 

veto, leading to weaker resolutions that may not fully tackle the problems at hand.  Supporters 

of the veto however, argue that the veto power is crucial for global stability. By giving major 

powers a formal mechanism to protect their fundamental interests, the veto prevents hasty 

international decisions that could potentially escalate tensions or trigger unintended conflicts. 

The Russian Federation, for example, has defended the veto, stating that it has "saved the UN 

from being drawn into dubious adventures."15 

The challenges posed by the veto power have not gone unnoticed, and there have been 

numerous calls for reform over the years. Proposals have ranged from expanding the 

permanent membership of the Security Council to include representatives from Africa, Latin 

America, and Asia, to limiting the use of the veto in cases involving mass atrocities or clear 

violations of international law. The Security Council was designed by the victors of World War II, 

and its legitimacy has been increasingly undermined by geopolitical crises, like Russia's 

15 Question of Veto Central to General Assembly’s Debate on Security Council Reform, with Speakers 
Urging Its Limited Use as ‘Weapon of Hatred and War’ | Meetings Coverage and Press Releases ((UN 
Meeting Coverage and Press Release) Accessed 1.1 

14 Bargaining in the UN Security Council: Setting the Global Agenda | International Organization and 
United Nations Studies Specialization (IOUNS) (Columbia SIPA) Accessed 1.1 

13 UN Security Council Reform: What the World Thinks | Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
(Carnegie Endowment for International Peace) Accessed 28.1 

12 Member States Call for Removing Veto Power, Expanding Security Council to Include New Permanent 
Seats, as General Assembly Debates Reform Plans for 15-Member Organ | Meetings Coverage and 
Press Releases (UN Meeting Coverage and Press Release) Accessed 28.12 

4 

https://press.un.org/en/2023/ga12563.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2023/ga12563.doc.htm
https://multilateralism.sipa.columbia.edu/news/bargaining-un-security-council-setting-global-agenda
https://multilateralism.sipa.columbia.edu/news/bargaining-un-security-council-setting-global-agenda
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2023/06/un-security-council-reform-what-the-world-thinks?lang=en#france
https://press.un.org/en/2018/ga12091.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2018/ga12091.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2018/ga12091.doc.htm
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invasion of Ukraine. While there may be an opportunity for reform, the political landscape today 

is more contentious, and the P5 will likely remain resistant to significant changes. Instead, 

reform will likely be limited to improving the Security Council's transparency and inclusivity.16 

 

A bar graph showing the vetoes on UN Security Council Resolutions.17 

Key Member States and NGOs Involved and Their Views 

The United States of America18 

Historically, as one of the P5 members of the UNSC, the United States has used its veto 

power primarily to block resolutions that it thinks go against its national interests or those of its 

allies. For instance, as of November 2024, the United States has used its veto power 87 times, 

49 of which were used to block Israel-related draft resolutions in the UN Security Council. Most 

of these Israel-related draft resolutions pertained to the Israeli occupation of Palestinian 

territories or the country's treatment of Palestinians. Because of this, the United States has 

faced a lot of criticism from the international community. In response to the increasing calls for 

UN Security Council reform, the United States has expressed its support for changes aimed at 

making the council more representative. In September 2024, the U.S. announced its backing for 

18 US supports two permanent UN Security Council seats for Africa | Reuters (Reuters) Accessed 4.1 
17 The UN Security Council (Council on Foreign Affairs) Accessed 7.1 
16https://cris.unu.edu/sites/cris.unu.edu/files/W-2019-2.pdf (UN University) Accessed 1.1 
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https://www.reuters.com/world/us-supports-two-permanent-un-security-council-seats-africa-2024-09-12/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/un-security-council
https://cris.unu.edu/sites/cris.unu.edu/files/W-2019-2.pdf
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two permanent seats for African nations and one rotating seat for small island developing 

states.   

The Russian Federation19 20 

During the Security Council's early years, the Soviet Union, the Russian Federation's 

predecessor, frequently used its veto power to block the admission of new member states. After 

the Soviet Union broke apart, Russia continued using its veto power to support its foreign policy 

goals. For example, in 2022 Russia vetoed a UNSC resolution demanding an immediate halt to 

its military actions in Ukraine and the withdrawal of its troops. Additionally, in March 2024, the 

Russian Federation vetoed a resolution to renew the mandate of the UN Panel of Experts 

responsible for monitoring sanctions on North Korea. Russia has often used its veto power to 

shield its actions and those of its allies from international condemnation. The Russian 

Federation and its predecessor, the Soviet Union, have exercised their veto power a total of 

over 120 times, accounting for nearly half of all vetoes cast in the UNSC.  

France21 

​ France, as a permanent member of the UNSC, also holds veto power but has not 

exercised it since 1989. France has long been in favour of UN Security Council reform in order 

to increase its authority and representativeness, while maintaining its decision-making abilities. 

France is in favour of expanding the Security Council in both categories of members: permanent 

and non-permanent. It also supports permanent Security Council seats for Germany, Brazil, 

India, and Japan, as well as a greater representation of African countries at the Security 

Council, including among permanent members. In the mid-2000s, France began advocating for 

voluntary restraint in the use of the veto, particularly in situations involving mass atrocities. By 

September 2020, the political declaration in support of this initiative set out by France and 

Mexico had been approved by 105 countries.  

People’s Republic of China22 23 

23  Security Council Reform: China Signals Its Veto (Columbia) Accessed 5.1 

22 Russia, China wrangle with US over UN resolution on Gaza ceasefire plan | Reuters (Reuters) 
Accessed 5.1 

21 France and the United Nations Security Council - Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs (France 
Diplomacy) Accessed 5.1 

20 Russia blocks Security Council action on Ukraine | DEPARTMENT OF OPERATIONAL SUPPORT (UN) 
Accessed 5.1 

19 The Veto : UN Security Council Working Methods (UN Security Council) Accessed 4.1 
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https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/olj/wpj/spring05/spring05c.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-china-wrangle-with-us-over-un-resolution-gaza-ceasefire-plan-2024-06-07/
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/france-and-the-united-nations/france-and-the-united-nations/france-and-the-united-nations-security-council/
https://operationalsupport.un.org/en/russia-blocks-security-council-action-ukraine
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-security-council-working-methods/the-veto.php
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​ Historically, China exercised its veto sparingly, casting only a few vetoes in the early 

decades of its UN Security Council membership. However, in recent years, China has become 

more active in using its veto power, particularly on issues aligning with its national interests and 

foreign policy objectives. For instance, in June 2024, China, along with Russia, vetoed a 

U.S.-proposed resolution for a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, expressing concerns over 

the plan's terms and advocating for a permanent truce. While China supports reforms to the 

UNSC to better represent developing countries, it insists that any changes should preserve the 

core functions and responsibilities of the permanent members, including the veto power. China 

has signalled its veto concerning the issue of whether newly elected permanent members 

should be granted veto power. 

The United Kingdom24 25 26 

The United Kingdom holds veto power as a permanent member of the UNSC. The UK 

views the veto as a significant responsibility, emphasizing its role in preventing and resolving 

conflicts. The UK has wielded its veto power 29 times. The very first time it used this power was 

during the Suez crisis on October 30, 1956. It has not used its veto power since December 23, 

1989, when it, alongside the US and France, prevented the condemnation of the US invasion of 

Panama. In recent years, the UK has advocated for reforms to the UNSC to enhance its 

effectiveness and representativeness. The UK supports expanding the Security Council to 

include more permanent members. It also supports an expansion of the non-permanent 

category of membership, taking the total Council membership to the mid 20s. With these 

changes the United Kingdom hopes that the Council will be better able to respond decisively to 

present and future threats to international peace and security.  

India27 28 

​ India has served as a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council 8 times. 

India's engagement with the UN Security Council has been marked by consistent advocacy for 

reforms, including calls for the inclusion of new permanent members, like itself, with veto power, 

28 India 2014-2024 - INDIA IN THE UNITED NATIONS (India UNSC) Accessed 19.1 

27 India calls for UN Security Council reforms, questions dominance of 5 members (India Today) Accessed 
19.1 

26 History of veto power: How UNSC member states utilised it (TRT World) Accessed 5.1 

25 The UK calls for Security Council expansion: UK statement at the UN General Assembly - GOV.UK 
(GOV:UK) Accessed 5.1 

24 "The veto has a heavy responsibility, to be used to avoid and resolve conflict": UK Statement at the 
General Assembly - GOV.UK  (GOV:UK) Accessed 5.1 
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https://india.unsc.uno/india-2014-2024/
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/india-calls-for-un-security-council-reforms-questions-dominance-of-5-members-2503618-2024-02-18
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/history-of-veto-power-how-unsc-member-states-utilised-it-17877022
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-calls-for-security-council-expansion-uk-statement-at-the-un-general-assembly
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-veto-is-a-heavy-responsibility-to-be-used-to-avoid-and-resolve-conflict-uk-statement-at-the-un
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-veto-is-a-heavy-responsibility-to-be-used-to-avoid-and-resolve-conflict-uk-statement-at-the-un
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or for the complete abolition of the veto system. India argues that the current system, where 

only five countries (the US, UK, France, Russia, and China) have veto power, is outdated and 

does not reflect the changing global power dynamics.  

The World Federalist Movement29 

The World Federalist Movement (WFM) advocates for a UN system that is more 

democratic and accountable. It has called for changes to the veto power or its complete 

abolition, arguing that it prevents the UNSC from taking decisive action on global issues and 

weakens the UN's legitimacy. 

The African Union30 

​ The African Union demands permanent seats with veto rights for African nations. African 

states have long advocated for the expansion and reform of the Security Council. Although 

African conflicts take up over 50 percent of council meetings and 70 percent of its resolutions, 

no African country has a permanent seat—only three nonpermanent seats that rotate among 

the continent’s subregional blocs.  

 

Timeline of Events31 32 33 34 

Date Description of event 

24th of October, 1945 The establishment of the veto power. 

3rd of November, 1950 Uniting for peace resolution adopted to bypass veto deadlocks. 

1st of August, 2015 Political Declaration on Suspension of Veto Powers in Cases of Mass 
Atrocity launched by France and Mexico. 

34 US vetoes UN Security Council resolution demanding Gaza ceasefire | Israel-Palestine conflict News | 
Al Jazeera (Al Jazeera) Accessed 6.1 

33 Security Council Deadlocks and Uniting for Peace: An Abridged History (UN Security Council) 
Accessed 6.1 

32 Why France wishes to regulate use of the veto in the United Nations Security Council - Ministry for 
Europe and Foreign Affairs (France Diplomacy) Accessed 6.1 

31 The war in Ukraine and the curtailment of the veto in the Security Council - Groupe d'études 
géopolitiques (Geopolitique) Accessed 6.1 

30 Africa can become more influential in the UN Security Council (ISS) Accessed 6.1 

29 Challenges to Illegal Vetoes: WFM-Canada’s Call for Justice Through International Law (WFM Canada) 
Accessed 7.1 
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/11/20/us-vetoes-un-security-council-resolution-demanding-gaza-ceasefire
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/11/20/us-vetoes-un-security-council-resolution-demanding-gaza-ceasefire
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/Security_Council_Deadlocks_and_Uniting_for_Peace.pdf
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/france-and-the-united-nations/france-and-the-united-nations/france-and-the-united-nations-security-council/why-france-wishes-to-regulate-use-of-the-veto-in-the-united-nations-security-65315/
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/france-and-the-united-nations/france-and-the-united-nations/france-and-the-united-nations-security-council/why-france-wishes-to-regulate-use-of-the-veto-in-the-united-nations-security-65315/
https://geopolitique.eu/en/articles/the-war-in-ukraine-and-the-curtailment-of-the-veto-in-the-security-council/
https://geopolitique.eu/en/articles/the-war-in-ukraine-and-the-curtailment-of-the-veto-in-the-security-council/
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/africa-can-become-more-influential-in-the-un-security-council
https://wfmcanada.org/blogs/news/challenges-to-illegal-vetoes-wfm-canada-s-call-for-justice-through-international-law
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26th of April, 2022 The veto initiative adopted by the General Assembly. This resolution 
requires the General Assembly to convene a debate within 10 working 
days whenever a veto is cast, allowing all UN member states to discuss 
and critique the veto's use publicly.  

20th of November, 2024 The United States vetoes a UN Security Council Resolution demanding a 
ceasefire. 

  

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events35 36 37 38 

●​ Uniting for Peace Resolution (A/RES/377/(V)) (1950) 

●​ Article 27 of the UN Charter 

●​ General Assembly Resolution A/RES/76/262 (2022) 

●​ Proposal for a Code of Conduct (2015) 

Possible Solutions39 40 41 42 43 44 

Abolition of the veto 

As the international community continues to debate this issue, several possible solutions 

have been proposed. Several member states and scholars have advocated for the complete 

abolition of the veto power to democratize decision-making within the UNSC. For instance, Iran 

has argued that the veto is an unfair privilege inconsistent with the United Nations Charter, 

emphasizing the need for a more representative and accountable Security Council. However, 

the implementation of the abolition of the right to veto would face challenges since it is highly 

44 Functions and powers of the General Assembly (United Nations) Accessed 19.1 
 

43 Diplomacy Watch: Here comes Trump | Responsible Statecraft (Responsible Statecraft) Accessed 19.1 

42 Security Council Must Reflect Twenty-First Century Realities, Delegates Tell General Assembly, with 
Many Calling for Urgent Expansion of Permanent Seats | Meetings Coverage and Press Releases (UN 
Meeting Coverage and Press Release) Accessed 19.1 

41 Concluding Debate on Security Council Reform, Speakers in General Assembly Urge More 
Representation for Developing Countries, Ending of Permanent Members’ Veto Power (UN Meeting 
Coverage and Press Release Accessed 7.1) 

40 Africa’s Design for a Reformed UN Security Council (CSIS) Accessed 7.1 

39 The Summit of the Future 2024: Towards Security Council Reform? - Gate Center (Gate Center) 
Accessed 7.1 

38 Code of Conduct regarding Security Council action against genocide, crimes against humanity or war 
crimes - Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect) 
Accessed 6.1 

37 A/RES/76/262 General Assembly (United Nations) Accessed 6.1 
36 United Nations Charter (full text) (United Nations) Accessed 6.1 
35 Uniting for peace resolution 377 (UN Security Council) Accessed 6.1 
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https://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/trump-incoming-officials/
https://press.un.org/en/2020/ga12288.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2020/ga12288.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2022/ga12473.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2022/ga12473.doc.htm
https://www.csis.org/analysis/africas-design-reformed-un-security-council
https://gatecenter.org/en/the-summit-of-the-future-2024-towards-security-council-reform/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/code-of-conduct-regarding-security-council-action-against-genocide-crimes-against-humanity-or-war-crimes/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/code-of-conduct-regarding-security-council-action-against-genocide-crimes-against-humanity-or-war-crimes/
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n22/330/37/pdf/n2233037.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/full-text
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/IP%20A%20RES%20377%20(V).pdf
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unlikely that the permanent members of the UNSC would be ready to give up the veto power as 

it would diminish their influence in the UN. Abolishing the veto, however, requires an 

amendment to the UN Charter, a complex and difficult process to achieve. Articles 108 and 109 

of the UN Charter provide permanent members of the Security Council with veto power over any 

amendment to the Charter, requiring approval from those countries to change the veto power 

they possess, making such reforms highly unlikely to achieve. 

Expansion of the Security Council & rotating permanent seats 

Another frequently debated solution could be the expansion of the Security Council. This 

proposal has two main components: increasing the number of permanent members and 

expanding the seats available for non-permanent members. Countries such as Germany, Brazil, 

India, and Japan—collectively known as the G4—have been proposed as new permanent 

members. The implementation of a rotating system of permanent seats has also been 

suggested. Under this proposal, permanent seats in the UN Security Council would not belong 

to specific nations anymore. Instead, they would be assigned to regions or groups of countries. 

These regions would take turns selecting their representatives to hold the seats for a set period. 

This system would give all member states, especially those from regions that currently have little 

influence, a fair chance to participate in the Council’s important decisions over time. 

Limitation of the veto in cases of mass atrocities 

​ The veto prevents the Security Council from responding effectively to crises like 

genocide or war crimes. Under the current system, any permanent member can block a 

resolution, even when there is broad international support for action. The proposal suggests 

restricting the veto in cases involving mass atrocities, such as genocide, war crimes, and crimes 

against humanity. In these situations, the veto could only be exercised if all five permanent 

members agreed to block the resolution, or it could require the approval of a majority of the 

permanent members to veto a decision. This change would prevent any one country from 

single-handedly stopping action that is widely supported to address grave violations of 

international law. However, this would also require an amendment to the UN charter.  

Permanent seats to regional organizations 

Another reform could be transferring the UN Security Council membership and veto 

power from individual states to regional organizations, such as the European Union (EU). One 

reason for the proposed reform is to better represent regional interests. By giving regional 
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organizations like the EU veto power, decisions could be made more swiftly and with greater 

unity. Instead of allowing individual countries to block decisions, veto power would be shared by 

regional groups representing multiple countries. For example, the EU, which consists of multiple 

member states with diverse yet aligned interests, could bring a more unified approach to global 

challenges. By working together, regional organizations could avoid the gridlock caused by 

competing national interests. This shift would also ensure that smaller countries, often 

underrepresented in global decision-making processes, have a stronger voice in UNSC 

resolutions, as they would be part of larger, more influential regional groups. The overall 

decision-making process would likely become more democratic, as it would reflect the diverse 

perspectives of entire regions rather than the narrow interests of a few powerful countries. 

Introduction of a partial veto system 

An alternative reform to the UN Security Council could be the introduction of a "partial 

veto" system.  A partial veto system would limit the power of a country or group to block a 

decision only in specific situations, like a direct threat to national security. would help prevent 

one country from stopping decisions that have broad international support while still allowing 

countries to protect their most vital interests. By restricting veto power to critical issues, the 

system could encourage more cooperation and compromise among UNSC members, as it 

would no longer be possible for one country to single-handedly block resolutions on less urgent 

matters. However, there are challenges. One key issue would be defining what counts as a 

"direct threat to national security." This could lead to disagreements over when veto power 

should be used.  

Strengthening the power of the General Assembly 

Another possible solution could be strengthening the role of the General Assembly in the 

United Nations. The General Assembly, which includes all UN member states, currently has an 

advisory role and cannot directly affect UN Security Council decisions. The General Assembly 

could be given the right to veto or override decisions made by the UNSC in certain 

circumstances, particularly when those decisions do not align with the will of the majority of UN 

member states. This would ensure that the decisions of the UN Security Council reflect global 

consensus rather than the interests of a few powerful countries. For instance, if the UNSC 

passes a resolution that most of the General Assembly disagrees with, the Assembly could step 

in to override or challenge that decision, making the process more inclusive and fair. 
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