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Introduction

The question of the right to water and sanitation is extremely important to notice during the
difficult times we live in. Unfortunately, many countries around the world do not have access to working

water systems, or basic sanitation, which is fundamental to humans in order for us to live healthy.

The UN handles this question really seriously, as it affects millions of peoples lives around the
globe. The UN thinks that the right to water and sanitation needs to be a legal entitlement, as it is part of
our human rights, and that the “least served” people around the world need to be better targeted with
help, which is how inequalities could be decreased. In the UN media brief, consulting on this matter, it
states that “The water supply and sanitation facility for each person must be continuous and sufficient for
personal and domestic uses. And “These uses ordinarily include drinking, personal sanitation, washing of
clothes, food preparation, and personal and household hygiene” and that according to WHO (The World
Health Organisation) between 50 and 100 litres of water are needed per person per day to ensure the
most basic human sanitation needs are met." Even though the situation is good in most EU countries,
such as the Nordic countries, the situation is far from ideal in many countries, especially in developing

countries in Africa or Asia.

Developing countries simply do not have the resources to make water and sanitation accessible
to their citizens, this causes extreme inequality between countries. In today’s world, we need to
remember that the world is facing big natural disasters caused by climate change, and we no longer
have the same natural resources we once had, which makes this topic harder to solve. The United

Nations has the power to change this matter into a much-needed, and better, direction.
Definition of Key Terms

Sanitation

! Right to Water and Sanitation the UN media brief (UN media brief) -Accessed 31.12
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Sanitation means the conditions relating to public health, and the process of keeping places clean
and free from infections, dirt, and diseases that can spread due to poor sanitation. Sanitation is important

in order for people to live healthy and long lives.?
WHO

WHO is the World Health Organisation, which was founded in 1948. It is a United Nations agency

that connects nations, partners, and people in order to promote health all around the world.?
Natural disaster

A natural event causing great damage or loss of lives, such as floods, earthquakes, or

hurricanes. Natural disasters usually cause remarkable damage in their areas. *
Legal entitlement

The right to a particular thing, benefit, or privilege, granted by law. °
NGO

NGO is a Non-Governmental organisation, which means a group that works independently.

These organisations are usually non-profit groups with the objective to improve social conditions.®

Explanation of the Question

The question of the right to water and sanitation has been a global problem for quite some time
now. There have been several resolutions and initiatives to help this matter, such as the World Health
Assembly Resolution 64/24, which notes that millions of people are exposed to dangerous levels of
biological contaminants and chemical pollutants in their drinking water partly due to inadequate
management of urban, industrial, or agricultural wastewater.® The resolution considers the seriousness of
the issue and urges all member states to develop national public health strategies in order to develop the

matter.

The situation keeps on getting worse, as we face numerous natural disasters, global warming,

and millions of civilians suffer from ongoing wars in Europe and the Middle-East. The urgent care taking

% Sanitation meaning (Britannica dictionary) -Accessed 31.12

3 About WHO (WHO) - Accessed 31.12

* Natural disaster meaning (Wikipedia) -Accessed 31.12

* Legal Entitlement meaning (Vocabulary.com) -Accessed 31.12
® NGO meaning (investopedia) - Accessed 31.12

7 http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf files/WHA64/A64 R24-en.pdf (WHO) Accessed 8.2
8 Drinking-water, sanitation and health Agenda Item 13.5 (Drinking-Water, sanitation and health)-Accessed 31.12

Research Report | Page 2 of 12


https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_R24-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_R24-en.pdf
https://www.investopedia.com/ask/answers/13/what-is-non-government-organization.asp
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/entitlement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_disaster
https://www.who.int/about
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/sanitation

Helsinki International Model United Nations 2025 | XXV Annual Session

on this matter could possibly save thousands of lives, but solving the problem is not easy, because of
economical issues. There aren't resources to solve these problems in the developing countries, and the

agriculture isn't developed yet for them to start planning these kinds of services in the countries.

Where People Don't Have
Access to Basic Sanitation

Share of people without access to at least basic sanitation
services in 2020"
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Accessibility to basic sanitation around the world map ’

The situation is worse in African countries, even though the map is from 2020, the situation is
looking about the same except for some war areas at the moment. The situation is looking very good in
the EU and the USA, and that is why these countries have to give their help and support to the countries
in need. The situation is worse in African countries, because generally those countries are developing
and do not have the same resources as European countries. There are many NGOs working on this
matter with the UN, and solutions are fortunately being made all the time. It takes time and resources to

execute these solutions from start to finish, and that's why the situation doesn’t get better quickly. For

? Basic sanitation accessibility map (statista) - Accessed 31.12
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example, UNICEF is working on sanitation in developing countries, and access to sanitation is one of

their priorities. They work in over 100 countries to help provide access to clean water and sanitation™.

NGOs are not the only organizations working on this topic. There is an organization called
WaterAid, which aims for transforming lives by providing clean water, hygiene and sanitation to the
world’s most vulnerable communities.” The United Nations have been working on this for a long time,
passing multiple helpful resolutions. Right and accessibility to water and access to sanitation goes hand
in hand. The right to sanitation entitles everyone to have physical and affordable access to sanitation that
is safe, hygienic, secure and culturally acceptable. Right to water entitles everyone to have access to

sufficient, safe, physically accessible and affordable water for personal and domestic use. '
Key Member States and NGOs Involved and Their Views

United States of America

Taking into consideration the power the USA holds as a nation, their opinion of the matter shows
an example for many other countries. When the UN General Assembly had the A/RES/64/292 resolution,
the United States was one of the 41 countries to abstain from voting. It was because the US did not
recognize water as an internationally recognized human right. Basic sanitation goes hand in hand with
basic water rights.' The voting was done in 2010, so the stand in today’s world can be really different,
even though water is not marked as a human right in the US constitution, and the only statement in the
whole US law is in the California water code, which states that every human being has the right to safe,
clean, affordable, and accessible water™, but later on states in the same law, that the state does not
have to provide the water to the citizens."

The USA has voted for one resolution in the UN regarding this matter, resolution A/RES/72/178"
which Calls upon non-State actors, including business enterprises, both transnational and others, to
comply with their responsibility to respect human rights, including the human rights to safe drinking water
and sanitation'” and the US has co-sponsored a resolution, A/RES/68/157(68/157. The human right to
safe drinking water and sanitation)'®, which shows that the US is not completely disagreeing on the
seriousness of the topic.

The United States could take this matter seriously, and by being one of the strongest nations in
the world, show a great example to all the other UN member states, and to the rest of the world as well.
China

As another powerful nation, many smaller countries can follow China’s actions on this matter.
China has voted for four resolutions in the UN that are regarding water and sanitation as a human right.

10 UNICEF what do we do? (Unicef) - Accessed 31.12

" NGO's working on the topic (classy.org) -Accessed 16.1.2025

12 Right to water and sanitation ( UN water) -Accessed 16.1.2025
'3 US stand on water as a human right (UN dispatch) -Accessed 1.1

4 US constitution for water as a human right (NRDC) -Accessed 1.1
!> California legislative information (California legislative information)-Accessed 1.1

® A/RES/72/178 (UN) -Accessed 16.1.2025

' Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 19 December 2017(UN documents) - accessed 1.1
'® A/RES/68/157 ( UN archives) -Accessed 16.1.2025
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These resolutions are A/AHRC/RES/39/8 (Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 27
September 2018)," A/RES/72/178 (Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 19 December
2017)*, A/IHRC/RES/33/10 (Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 29 September 2016)*'
and A/HRC/RES/15/9 (Human rights and access to safe drinking water and sanitation).?? China has the
biggest population in the world, and in a country with that big of a population, water should be considered
as a basic human right. Unfortunately, still in 2006, about 34% of the rural population existed in unsafe
drinking water supply. Even though China tried to make an impact on the matter domestically, and as
part of the United Nations, China is suffering from global warming, as it is shortening China's rainy
seasons and melting some important glaciers away.?® While water is not stated as a human right in
China’s

France

France is a respected country in the EU, and they have done a great job on this matter in the UN.
France has co-sponsored 15 resolutions. The only resolution France has not co- sponsored is the
A/RES/64/292 (Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 28 July 2010)* .

France has voted in favor of three resolutions. Compared to other countries this is remarkable,
for example, the Russian Federation has not co-sponsored any of the resolutions and has voted for two
of the resolutions. France has not declared water as a human right in their constitution, but access to
water is indirectly linked to several French constitutional objectives.?® Even though the access to water is
not stated as a human right in their constitution, France has taken the question quite seriously. In 2011
France joined forces with other UN member states, creating a so-called “blue group” that promoted the
right to safe drinking water and sanitation on the international stage. It states on the French diplomacy
website that access to safe drinking water and sanitation is essential to the full enjoyment of the right to
health and to an adequate standard of living.?® The situation domestically in France is good, in 2022 the
clean water access was 99.7% which is outstanding compared to some European countries. France has

wanted to be an active part in the UN, really trying to make an impact on such a difficult situation.
The Russian Federation

The Russian Federation has voted for two resolutions on this matter, the resolutions are
A/RES/72/178(Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 19 December 2017)*" and /RES/64/292
(Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 28 July 2010)*® - The Russian Federation has not

co-sponsored any resolutions. The situation domestically is remotely good. The clean water access in

' A/HRC/RES/39/8 (UN) -Accessed 16.1

20 A/RES/ 72/178 (UN)-Accessed 16.1

' A/HRC/RES/33/10 (UN) -Accessed 16.1

2 A/HRC/RES/15/9 (UN) -Accessed 16.1

2 Water issues in china (stanford university) -Accessed 1.1
24 A/RES/64/292 (UN)-Accessed 16.1.

%5 france constitution ( coalition eau) -Accessed 1.1

26 Blue group (France diplomacy) -Accessed 1.1

27 AJRES/72/178(UN)-Accessed 16.1

28 A/RES/64/292(UN)-Accessed 16.1
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Russia was 76.23% in 2022, compared to the earlier years, the situation has been staying relatively

stable, there was only a 0.1% increase from 2021.%°

Russia is a nation whose allies listen and follow them on important matters, so their opinion can
have a big impact on some certain smaller countries' opinions. Still Russia has not taken a big step
towards making water accessible for those, who suffer from this. Right to water has no provisions in
Russia’s constitutional law.* Taking this and the voting data into consideration, it may seem like the
question is not very current to the Russian Federation, and many countries have done a lot more for this
topic. The Russian Federation has stayed really quiet and has not commented anything on this matter,

making it hard to get their stand on it.

Timeline of Events®'

Date Description of event

14 March, 1977 (Mar del Plata UN Water Conference) Water was recognized as a right
for the first time by The Action Plan from the United Nations Water
Conference.

18 December, 1979 (Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against

Women (CEDAW) Both water and sanitation are explicitly mentioned in
its text, while also coming up with an agenda to end discrimination
against women.

20 November, 1989 (Convention on the Rights of the Child) Hygiene, water, and
environmental sanitation are all explicitly mentioned.

26-31 January, 1992 (International Conference on Water and Sustainable Development.
Dublin Conference) Principle 4 of the Dublin Conference states that “...
it is vital to first recognize the basic right of all human beings to have
access to clean water and sanitation at an affordable price”.

3-14 June, 1992 (United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. Rio
Summit) As outlined in what was called “the commonly agreed
premise”, Chapter 18 of Agenda 21 endorsed the Resolution of the Mar
del Plata Water Conference, that all peoples have the right to have
access to drinking water.

5-13 September, 1994 (United Nations International Conference on Population and
Development) The Programme of Action of the UN International
Conference on Population and Development affirms that all individuals
“have the right to an adequate standard of living for themselves and
their families, including adequate food, clothing, housing, water and
sanitation.”

%9 Russia clean water access stats (macrotrends) - Accessed 1.1
3 Russia's constitution (UN food and agriculture organization)-accessed 1.1
1 Timeline of events(UN.org)-Accessed 4.1
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December, 1999

(UN General Assembly Resolution A/Res/54/175 “The Right to
Development”) Article 12 of the Resolution affirms that “in the full
realization of the right to development ... the rights to food and clean
water are fundamental human rights and their promotion constitutes a
moral imperative both for national Governments and for the
international community”.

26 August- 4 September,
2002

(World Summit on Sustainable Development) In the political declaration
of the summit, it states that access to basic requirements such as clean
water needs to be speedily increased.

November, 2002

(General Comment No. 15. The right to water) General Comment 15
interprets the 1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (ICESCR) confirming the right to water in international
law.

July, 2005

(Draft Guidelines for the Realization of the Right to Drinking Water and
Sanitation. E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/25) These draft guidelines are intended
to assist government policymakers and members working in the water
sector to implement the right to drinking water and sanitation.

November, 2006

(Human Rights Council Decision 2/104) The Human Rights Council
requests the UN high commissioner for human rights to conduct a
detailed study of the relevant human rights obligations related to the
access to safe drinking water and sanitation.

13 December, 2006

(Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities) Article 28,
defines the right of persons with disabilities to an adequate standard of
living and states that clean water access needs to be ensured to
persons with disabilities.

August, 2007

(Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on
the scope and content of the relevant human rights obligations related
to equitable access to safe drinking water and sanitation under
international human rights instruments)

Following decision 2/104 of the Human Rights Council, the report from
the High Commissioner for Human Rights states that It is now the time
to consider access to safe drinking water and sanitation as a human
right.

March, 2008

(Human Rights Council Resolution 7/22) Through this resolution, the
Human Rights Council decides “To appoint, for a period of three years,
an independent expert on the issue of human rights obligations related
to access to safe drinking water and sanitation”.

October, 2009

(Human Rights Council Resolution 12/8) In this resolution, the Human
Rights Council recognizes that States have an obligation to address
and eliminate discrimination with regard to access to sanitation, and
urges them to address effectively inequalities in this area.

July, 2010

(UN General Assembly Resolution A/RES/64/292) For the first time,
this UN Resolution formally recognises the right to water and sanitation
and acknowledges how essential clean drinking water and sanitation
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are to the realisation of all human rights.

September, 2010 (Human Rights Council Resolution A/IHRC/RES/15/9) Following the UN
General Assembly resolution, this resolution of the UN Human Rights
Council affirms that the rights to water and sanitation are part of
existing international law and confirms that these rights are legally
binding upon Member States.

April, 2011 (Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/RES/16/2) In this resolution,
the Human Rights Council decides “to extend the mandate of the
current mandate holder as a special rapporteur on the human right to
safe drinking water and sanitation for a period of three years”.

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions and Treaties

The United Nations has been first in hand promoting water and sanitation as human rights,
recognizing these as fundamental to the well-being of people globally. Listed below are the three most

significant resolutions passed by the UN related to water and sanitation as a right.

e UN General Assembly Resolution 64/292 (2010) — The Human Right to Water and Sanitation
o This landmark resolution was a big step in this question's history. This resolution passed
in July 2010 explicitly recognized the human right to water and sanitation. This resolution
affirmed the importance of clean drinking water and sanitation in people's lives. It called
on member states and NGOs,such as UNICEF, to provide financial and technological
resources in order to help countries ensure that water and sanitation services are

accessible, safe, and affordable for all.

The resolution urges the UN to continue to work on this matter, especially targeting
vulnerable groups that are possibly excluded from this human right due to poverty, age,
gender, or geographic region. In practice, this urges governments to improve their

infrastructure in order to make water and sanitation accessible for all.*?

e UN Human Rights Council Resolution 15/9 (2010) — Access to Safe Drinking Water and
Sanitation
o Adopted in 2010, shortly before General Assembly Resolution 64/292, this UN Human
Rights Council Resolution highlighted the right to access safe drinking water and

sanitation. It emphasized the need for fair and affordable access to clean water and

32 General assembly resolution- Accessed 6.1
Research Report | Page 8 of 12


https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n09/479/35/pdf/n0947935.pdf

Helsinki International Model United Nations 2025 | XXV Annual Session

sanitation, especially in developing countries, and made it clear that there’s a connection

between water access and other human rights such as health, food, and education.®

e UN General Assembly Resolution 70/169 (2015) — Human Rights and Access to Safe Drinking
Water and Sanitation
o Adopted in December 2015, this resolution stressed the importance of international action
and cooperation in ensuring these services for people around the world. The resolution
also emphasized that having safe drinking water and sanitation needs good water
management. This resolution is also aligned with sustainable development goals,
specifically SDG 6, which aims to guarantee sustainable water management and

accessibility for all by the year 2030.*

e International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) (1966)
o Article 11 of the ICESCR recognizes the right to an adequate standard of living, as in
many international laws, water is an adequate standard of living, making the article

support that aspect as well. %

e Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) (1979)
o CEDAW requires actions to be taken to ensure that women, especially in rural areas,
have the right to enjoy adequate living conditions, especially the ones related to

sanitation, water, housing, and electricity.*

e Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) (1989)
o Atrticle 24 of the CRC: States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of
the highest attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of iliness and
rehabilitation of health. States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his

or her right of access to such health care services.*

Possible Solutions

33 HRC resolution 15/9 -Accessed 6.1

3 General assembly resolution 70/169- Accessed 6.1
35 JCESCR ARTICLE 11 (UN) -Accessed 6.1

3 CEDAW water as a right- (Australian government) Accessed 6.1
37 CRC Article 24-(UN) Accessed 6.1

Research Report | Page 9 of 12


https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://www.ag.gov.au/rights-and-protections/human-rights-and-anti-discrimination/human-rights-scrutiny/public-sector-guidance-sheets/right-adequate-standard-living-including-food-water-and-housing
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights#article-11
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n15/442/72/pdf/n1544272.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g10/166/33/pdf/g1016633.pdf

Helsinki International Model United Nations 2025 | XXV Annual Session

This question is hard to resolve because most of the countries with the most alarming
accessibility to water and sanitation are developing countries that simply do not have access to the
resources that would make the change possible. Even though it’s hard, there are multiple possible

solutions to promote clean water accessibility and sanitation.
Sustainable practices in agriculture

Reducing the usage of harmful fertilizers in farming could reduce the pollution of water. Using
more sustainable substances in agriculture and educating the farmers and citizens on the health risks

related to pesticides could leave the communities more water resources to use.
Technology

The United Nations could possibly partner up with NGOs, economically supporting new
technologies into the developing countries/areas. These technologies could possibly contain new ways
to harvest rainwater, use the water resources more efficiently but still making the resources last long for
the communities. The technology could also contain the development of infrastructure, building new
water supplies that could purificate wastewater making it safe to drink and monitor the quality of the

water, noticing bacteria or diseases.
Infrastructure

An effective way to implement change is by putting effort into a nation's infrastructure.
Governments should be able to invest in infrastructure enough to be able to build new water supply
systems, for example, wells and pipelines. By investing in the infrastructure, especially in the rural areas
of the country, it would bring the clean water closer to the citizens, making it accessible to everyone. Not
only would it bring the water closer to the rural areas, but it could educate the local communities on how

to maintain and manage the water systems, which makes them more sustainable and long-lasting.
Partnership with NGOs

While many non-governmental organizations are actively looking for solutions to promote
sustainable and effective ways, if NGOs co-partner with each other, they have even bigger resources
financially to help the developing areas and to invest in different water supply projects. Multiple NGOs

together have a bigger voice than one NGO alone.
Reusing wastewater

If possible for the nation to build some reusable system, during rainy seasons, if the water is

collected and after usage the wastewater could be filtered from the bacteria, this is how countries could
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get extra water sources, by using already used water. This needs financial resources, as the possible

solutions above, but with the help of the United Nations and NGOs, these could be possible to execute.
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	●​UN General Assembly Resolution 64/292 (2010) – The Human Right to Water and Sanitation 
	○​This landmark resolution was a big step in this question's history. This resolution passed in July 2010 explicitly recognized the human right to water and sanitation. This resolution affirmed the importance of clean drinking water and sanitation in people's lives. It called on member states and NGOs,such as UNICEF, to provide financial and technological resources in order to help countries ensure that water and sanitation services are accessible, safe, and affordable for all.  
	The resolution urges the UN to continue to work on this matter, especially targeting vulnerable groups that are possibly excluded from this human right due to poverty, age, gender, or geographic region. In practice, this urges governments to improve their infrastructure in order to make water and sanitation accessible for all.  
	●​UN Human Rights Council Resolution 15/9 (2010) – Access to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation 
	○​Adopted in 2010, shortly before General Assembly Resolution 64/292, this UN Human Rights Council Resolution highlighted the right to access safe drinking water and sanitation. It emphasized the need for fair and affordable access to clean water and sanitation, especially in developing countries, and made it clear that there’s a connection between water access and other human rights such as health, food, and education. 
	●​UN General Assembly Resolution 70/169 (2015) – Human Rights and Access to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation 
	○​Adopted in December 2015, this resolution stressed the importance of international action and cooperation in ensuring these services for people around the world. The resolution also emphasized that having safe drinking water and sanitation needs good water management. This resolution is also aligned with sustainable development goals, specifically SDG 6, which aims to guarantee sustainable water management and accessibility for all by the year 2030.  
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