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Introduction 

The oceans cover more than 70% of the Earth’s surface and are vital to sustaining 

life on the planet. They are not only a source of food and livelihoods for billions but also play 

a crucial role in regulating the global climate. Despite their importance, oceans face 

increasing threats from overexploitation due to overfishing, illegal fishing activities, habitat 

destruction, and pollution. The issue is being discussed by the UN to find sustainable 

methods to balance economic activities and environmental conservation while ensuring the 

protection of marine biodiversity for future generations.1 

Several factors have escalated the urgency of addressing this issue. First, 

advancements in fishing technology have led to more efficient but often unsustainable 

harvesting methods, severely depleting fish stocks. Second, the growing global population 

has intensified the demand for seafood, placing additional pressure on marine ecosystems. 

Third, the lack of comprehensive international regulations and enforcement mechanisms 

allows illegal and unregulated fishing to thrive.2 Furthermore, the consequences of climate 

change, such as ocean acidification and rising sea temperatures, are exacerbating the 

vulnerability of marine species and habitats. Combined, these factors threaten not only the 

ecological balance of oceans but also the economic and food security of millions who 

depend on marine resources. Immediate and coordinated global action is therefore essential 

to address these interconnected challenges effectively.3 

3 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). “The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2022.” 
Rome: FAO, 2022. https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/11a4abd8-4e09-4bef-9c12-900fb4605a02 
Accessed 14 January 2025 

2 Food and Agriculture Organization. (2020). The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 
2020. https://www.fao.org/state-of-fisheries-aquaculture Accessed 14 January 2025 

1United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 1982. https://www.un.org Accessed 14 

January 2025 

https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/11a4abd8-4e09-4bef-9c12-900fb4605a02
https://www.fao.org/state-of-fisheries-aquaculture
https://www.un.org


 

Definition of Key Terms 

Overexploitation 

​ The excessive use of natural resources, such as fish stocks, at a rate that exceeds 

their natural replenishment.4 

Sustainable Development 

Means Economic development conducted without the depletion of natural resources, 

ensuring long-term ecological balance.5 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 

 ​ A sea zone prescribed by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), granting a state special rights regarding marine resources within 200nautical 

miles of its coast.6 

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 

Regions of the ocean designated to restrict human activity for conservation purposes 

and biodiversity protection.7 

Bycatch 

The unintentional capture of non-target species during commercial fishing 

operations.8 

8 "Resource Depletion." Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resource_depletion Accessed 14 
January 2025 
 

7 "Toward a Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development." PMC Articles, National Library 
of Medicine, October 2022. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9541420/Accessed 14 January 
2025 
 

6 Congressional Research Service. Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing. CRS Reports, 
2023. https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R48215 Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

5 "Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing and Associated Drivers." Ocean Panel, May 
2022. 
https://oceanpanel.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Illegal-Unreported-and-Unregulated-Fishing-and-
Associated-Drivers.pdf Accessed 14 January 2025 

4 OECD. OECD Review of Fisheries 2020. OECD Publishing, 2020. 
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2020/12/oecd-review-of-fisheries-202
0_ea7a669d/7946bc8a-en.pdf Accessed 14 January 2025 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resource_depletion
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9541420/
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R48215
https://oceanpanel.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Illegal-Unreported-and-Unregulated-Fishing-and-Associated-Drivers.pdf
https://oceanpanel.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Illegal-Unreported-and-Unregulated-Fishing-and-Associated-Drivers.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2020/12/oecd-review-of-fisheries-2020_ea7a669d/7946bc8a-en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2020/12/oecd-review-of-fisheries-2020_ea7a669d/7946bc8a-en.pdf


 

 

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

Fishing activities conducted without proper authorization, in violation of conservation 

laws, or outside the jurisdiction of regulatory bodies.9 

Biodiversity 

The variety of life in a particular habitat or ecosystem, including species diversity, 

genetic diversity, and ecosystem diversity.10 

Ocean Acidification 

 The reduction in pH levels of the ocean caused by the absorption of excess 

atmospheric CO2, which affects marine life.11 

Blue Economy 

 Economic activities related to oceans, seas, and coasts, aiming for sustainable use 

of ocean resources.12 

Fishing Quotas 

Limits set on the amount of fish that can be caught within a specific period to prevent 

overfishing.13 

13 Improving International Fisheries Management - 2019 Report to Congress 
https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/improvingintlfisheriesmgmt_2019_report_final.pdf 
Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

12 Trawling Ban Proposed in Protected Scottish Coastal Waters." The Times. 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/trawling-ban-proposed-in-protected-scottish-coastal-waters-mwnfzs
xcq Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

11 "How Chinese Fishing Vessels Dominate Domestic Waters Across the Globe." Time, 2023. 
https://time.com/7006513/china-illegal-fishing-ocean-investigation/ Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

10 NOAA Fisheries. Improving International Fisheries Management - 2019 Report. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, 2019. 
https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/improvingintlfisheriesmgmt_2019_report_final.pdf 
Accessed 13 January 2025 
 

9 "Outline of Fisheries." Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outline_of_fisheries Accessed 14 
January 2025 
 

https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/improvingintlfisheriesmgmt_2019_report_final.pdf
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/trawling-ban-proposed-in-protected-scottish-coastal-waters-mwnfzsxcq
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/trawling-ban-proposed-in-protected-scottish-coastal-waters-mwnfzsxcq
https://time.com/7006513/china-illegal-fishing-ocean-investigation/
https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/improvingintlfisheriesmgmt_2019_report_final.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outline_of_fisheries


Explanation of the Question 

The overexploitation of oceans is a multifaceted issue driven by economic, 

environmental, and political factors. At its core, it arises from the unsustainable extraction of 

marine resources, which are vital for livelihoods, food security, and global biodiversity. 

Developing nations often rely heavily on fishing as a source of income and sustenance, 

creating tension when conservation measures threaten their economic stability14. On the 

other hand, wealthier nations and international organizations advocate for stricter 

regulations, leading to a divide in priorities. This divergence complicates the global 

consensus needed to implement effective solutions, as some prioritize immediate economic 

gains while others emphasize long-term environmental preservation.15 

International agreements, such as the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea (UNCLOS), aim to regulate the use of ocean resources. However, enforcement remains 

weak, especially in areas beyond national jurisdiction. Technological limitations, corruption, 

and the lack of political will in some regions allow illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) 

fishing to persist. Addressing these challenges requires a combination of technological 

innovation, stronger governance, and collaborative international efforts.16 

The economic incentives behind ocean overexploitation are significant, as the global 

seafood industry generates billions of dollars annually. High consumer demand for fish and 

seafood products puts immense pressure on marine ecosystems, encouraging practices like 

overfishing and illegal fishing. Subsidies for industrial fishing fleets, particularly in developed 

nations, exacerbate the issue by enabling unsustainable fishing practices. These subsidies 

often make it economically viable for companies to fish in areas far beyond their local 

waters, depleting global fish stocks.17 

Additionally, aquaculture, while a growing industry, can sometimes contribute to 

environmental degradation. Poorly managed fish farms often rely on wild-caught fish for feed 

and can pollute surrounding waters with waste and chemicals. Economic disparities also 

play a role: smaller-scale, local fishers are often unable to compete with industrial fleets, 

forcing them to overexploit nearshore resources to sustain their livelihoods. Addressing 

17 "Fisheries and Aquaculture." Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 
www.oecd.org/agriculture/topics/fisheries-and-aquaculture/  Accessed 15 January  

16 "Fisheries and Aquaculture." Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
www.fao.org/fisheries/en/  Accessed 12 January 2025 

15 "Overfishing." World Wildlife Fund, www.worldwildlife.org/threats/overfishing  Accessed 14 January 
2025 

14 "United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)." United Nations, 
www.un.org/depts/los/index.htm Accessed 14 January 2025 

http://www.oecd.org/agriculture/topics/fisheries-and-aquaculture/
http://www.fao.org/fisheries/en/
http://www.fao.org/fisheries/en/
http://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/overfishing
http://www.un.org/depts/los/index.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/index.htm


these economic drivers requires a reevaluation of subsidies, better regulation of industrial 

practices, and investment in sustainable aquaculture.18 

The environmental impact of ocean overexploitation is profound and far-reaching. 

Depletion of fish stocks disrupts the balance of marine food chains, endangering species 

that depend on fish for survival. Coral reefs, which support around 25% of marine life, are 

particularly vulnerable. Overfishing of key species like herbivorous fish leads to unchecked 

algal growth, smothering coral ecosystems. Additionally, destructive fishing methods, such 

as bottom trawling, physically destroy seabeds and habitats, further reducing biodiversity.19 

Ocean acidification, driven by climate change, compounds these issues. As carbon 

dioxide levels rise, seawater becomes more acidic, weakening the shells of marine 

organisms like molluscs and coral. The combination of overfishing and climate change not 

only threatens marine ecosystems but also impacts human communities reliant on oceans 

for food and income. Comprehensive environmental policies and the promotion of 

sustainable fishing practices are essential to mitigate these consequences and restore 

ocean health.20 

Political and social factors significantly influence efforts to address ocean 

overexploitation. Countries with extensive Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs), like the USA 

and Australia, often have the resources to enforce conservation measures and regulate 

fishing activities. In contrast, smaller nations or those with limited resources struggle to 

monitor their waters, creating gaps in enforcement. This disparity enables illegal fishing to 

flourish, especially in areas with weak governance or corruption. 21 

Maritime boundary disputes further complicate collaboration. For instance, 

overlapping EEZs or contested waters often lead to tensions between neighboring countries, 

making joint conservation efforts difficult. Socially, communities dependent on fishing for their 

livelihoods may resist conservation measures that limit their access to marine resources. 

Balancing these needs requires inclusive policymaking that incorporates local voices while 

fostering international cooperation. Capacity-building programs, shared enforcement 

21 "Sustainable Oceans." United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
www.unep.org/explore-topics/oceans-seas  Accessed 13 January 2025 

20 "Coral Reefs." International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
www.iucn.org/theme/marine-and-polar/coral-reefs  Accessed 12 January  2025. 

19 "Overfishing." NOAA, www.noaa.gov/education/resource-collections/marine-life/overfishing  
Accessed 12 January 2025 

18 "Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)." Marine Stewardship Council, www.msc.org/ Accessed 12 
January 2025 

http://www.unep.org/explore-topics/oceans-seas
http://www.iucn.org/theme/marine-and-polar/coral-reefs
http://www.noaa.gov/education/resource-collections/marine-life/overfishing
http://www.msc.org/


mechanisms, and conflict resolution initiatives are crucial for achieving sustainable ocean 

management.22 

Key Member States and NGOs Involved and Their Views 

The United States 

The USA advocates for sustainable fishing practices and has implemented strict 

quotas within its waters. It supports international agreements like UNCLOS but faces 

challenges with illegal fishing in its EEZ. 

China 

China is a major fishing nation with significant involvement in distant-water fishing. 

Despite its contributions to IUU fishing, it has pledged to support international conservation 

efforts, such as limiting subsidies for high-seas fishing.23 

The European Union 

The EU promotes sustainable fisheries management and has enforced policies to 

combat overfishing, including the Common Fisheries Policy. It supports developing countries 

in implementing sustainable practices through funding and capacity-building programs. 24 

Indonesia 

As one of the world’s largest archipelagos, Indonesia heavily relies on marine 

resources. It has taken steps to combat IUU fishing by destroying illegal fishing vessels and 

improving monitoring systems.25 

25 "IUU Fishing as an Evolving Threat to Southeast Asia's Maritime Security." Asia Maritime 
Transparency Initiative, August 2021. 
https://amti.csis.org/iuu-fishing-as-an-evolving-threat-to-southeast-asias-maritime-security/ Accessed 
10 January 2025 
 

24 "The Common Fisheries Policy: Origins and Development." European Parliament. 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/114/the-common-fisheries-policy-origins-and-dev
elopment Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

23 "China issues new sustainability rules for its notorious fishing fleet." Mongabay, August 2020. 
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/08/china-issues-new-sustainability-rules-for-its-notorious-fishing-fle
et/ Accessed 13 January 2025 
 

22 "Fisheries and Aquaculture." World Bank, www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fisheries Accessed 12 
January  2025 

https://amti.csis.org/iuu-fishing-as-an-evolving-threat-to-southeast-asias-maritime-security/
https://amti.csis.org/iuu-fishing-as-an-evolving-threat-to-southeast-asias-maritime-security/
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/114/the-common-fisheries-policy-origins-and-development
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/114/the-common-fisheries-policy-origins-and-development
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/08/china-issues-new-sustainability-rules-for-its-notorious-fishing-fleet/
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/08/china-issues-new-sustainability-rules-for-its-notorious-fishing-fleet/
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/08/china-issues-new-sustainability-rules-for-its-notorious-fishing-fleet/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fisheries


Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

World Wildlife Fund (WWF): Advocates for sustainable fishing and marine conservation. 26 

Greenpeace: Campaigns against overfishing and the destruction of marine habitats.27 

Marine Stewardship Council (MSC): Certifies sustainable seafood products and promotes 

responsible fishing practices. 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 "What does the blue MSC label mean?" MSC. 
https://www.msc.org/what-we-are-doing/our-approach/what-does-the-blue-msc-label-mean Accessed 
14 January 2025 
 

27 "Greenpeace report reveals shocking failures in global fisheries management." Greenpeace 
International, September 2020. 
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/67569/greenpeace-report-shocking-failures-gl
obal-fisheries-management/ Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

26 "Sustainable Seafood." WWF. https://www.worldwildlife.org/industries/sustainable-seafood 
Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

"Indonesia creates intelligence hub to curb illegal fishing." SeafoodSource, January 2025. 
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/environment-sustainability/indonesia-creates-intelligence-hub-t
o-curb-illegal-fishing Accessed 14 January 2025 
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Timeline of Events 

Date ​ ​ ​       Description of events 

December 10th, 1982 

August 4th, 1995 

September 4th, 2002 

September 25th, 2015 

December 19th, 2022 

Adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.29 

Establishment of the Fish Stocks Agreement.30     

The WSSD calls for the restoration of fish stocks by 2015.31  

Adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).32 

UN Biodiversity Conference.33 

 

 

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions and Treaties 

UNCLOS (1982): The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 

established in 1982, serves as a comprehensive legal framework that governs the use and 

management of marine resources. It sets out the rights and responsibilities of nations 

regarding the use of oceans, the conservation of marine biodiversity, and the sustainable 

exploitation of marine resources. UNCLOS also provides guidelines for maritime boundaries, 

pollution control, and dispute resolution between states, promoting the peaceful and 

equitable use of the world’s oceans.34 

34 "United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea." United Nations Treaty Collection. 
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetailsIII.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=XXI-6&chapter=21 Accessed 
14 January 2025 
 

33 "COP15: Key Outcomes of the UN Biodiversity Conference." United Nations Environment 
Programme. https://www.unep.org/resources/report/cop15-key-outcomes-un-biodiversity-conference 
Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

32 "Sustainable Development Goals – Goal 14: Life Below Water." United Nations Development 
Programme. https://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals#life-below-water 

31 "Johannesburg Plan of Implementation." United Nations. 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milesstones/wssd Accessed 15 January 2025 
 

30  "Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea." United Nations. 
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/fish_stocks_agreement.htm Accessed 12 
January 2025 
 

29 "United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) Overview." United Nations. 
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_overview_convention.htm Accessed 
13 January 2025 
 

https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetailsIII.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=XXI-6&chapter=21
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetailsIII.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=XXI-6&chapter=21
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/cop15-key-outcomes-un-biodiversity-conference
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milesstones/wssd
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milesstones/wssd
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/fish_stocks_agreement.htm
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/fish_stocks_agreement.htm
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_overview_convention.htm
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Sustainable Development Goal 14: Goal 14 of the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), adopted in 2015, emphasizes the conservation and sustainable 

use of oceans, seas, and marine resources. This goal seeks to prevent and reduce marine 

pollution, overfishing, and habitat destruction while fostering the sustainable management of 

marine ecosystems. SDG 14 also focuses on enhancing the benefits derived from ocean 

resources, such as food security, economic opportunities, and scientific advancements, 

while ensuring that oceanic ecosystems remain healthy for future generations.35 

A/RES/61/105 (2006): Resolution A/RES/61/105, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 

2006, addresses the urgent need for sustainable fisheries management and the protection of 

vulnerable marine ecosystems. This resolution emphasizes the importance of implementing 

measures to safeguard marine biodiversity from destructive fishing practices, such as bottom 

trawling. It encourages states to adopt stronger governance frameworks and promote the 

conservation of marine ecosystems, advocating for precautionary approaches and 

sustainable fisheries management to ensure the long-term health of ocean ecosystems.36 

Port State Measures Agreement (2016): The Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA), 

adopted in 2016, aims to combat illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing, a major 

threat to global fisheries. The agreement establishes measures for port states to prevent 

IUU-caught fish from entering international markets by denying port access to vessels 

involved in illegal fishing activities. By strengthening the role of port states in monitoring and 

regulating fishing activities, the PSMA enhances international cooperation to safeguard 

marine resources and promote sustainable fishing practices globally.37 

Possible Solutions 

Strengthening International Agreements 

Enhancing the enforcement of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS) and related treaties is crucial to ensuring compliance among nations. This can be 

achieved by establishing mechanisms for better monitoring and reporting of treaty violations. 

Countries could be incentivized to adhere to these agreements through international 

37 "Port State Measures Agreement." Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
https://www.fao.org/port-state-measures/en/ Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

36 "A/RES/61/105 – Sustainable Fisheries, Including Through the 1995 Agreement." United Nations 
General Assembly. https://undocs.org/A/RES/61/105 Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

35 "Sustainable Development Goals – Goal 14." United Nations Development Programme. 
https://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals#life-below-water Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

https://www.fao.org/port-state-measures/en/
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recognition or financial support. Furthermore, strengthening international courts and 

arbitration mechanisms would help resolve disputes more effectively, ensuring that all 

nations, regardless of size, have equal representation and accountability.38 

Stricter penalties for illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing could act as a 

deterrent. Such penalties may include heavy fines, confiscation of vessels, and sanctions 

against countries that fail to prevent IUU fishing in their waters. Increased collaboration 

between nations to track and intercept illegal fishing vessels would enhance its enforcement. 

By ensuring transparency and public accountability, governments and international 

organizations can foster a culture of responsibility towards marine resources.39 

Promoting Marine Protected Areas 

Expanding Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) to cover ecologically significant regions is 

vital for conserving marine biodiversity. These areas should include coral reefs, mangroves, 

and other critical habitats for marine life. Establishing MPAs in international waters could 

address gaps in current conservation efforts.40 Additionally, policies to regulate tourism and 

fishing activities within MPAs would ensure that these regions are not degraded by human 

activity. 

Providing financial and technical support to developing countries for managing MPAs 

would help bridge the gap in conservation capacity. Many developing nations lack the 

resources to monitor and enforce regulations within protected areas. International funding, 

training programs, and technology transfer could empower these countries to sustainably 

manage their marine resources. This collaborative approach would promote global 

stewardship and strengthen international partnerships.41 

Encouraging Sustainable Practices 

41 "Marine Protected Areas and Sustainable Fisheries." World Bank. 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/marineprotection Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

40 "Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)." NOAA National Marine Protected Areas Center. 
https://marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/ Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

39 "Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing." Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
https://www.fao.org/iuu-fishing/en/ Accessed 11 January 2025 
 

38 "United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea." United Nations. 
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_overview_convention.htm Accessed 
14 January 2025 
 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/marineprotection
https://marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/
https://www.fao.org/iuu-fishing/en/
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_overview_convention.htm


Introducing subsidies for sustainable fishing methods can incentivize fishers to adopt 

environmentally friendly practices. Governments could provide financial assistance for gear 

modifications that reduce bycatch or for fuel-efficient vessels. These subsidies could be 

linked to performance metrics to ensure their effectiveness. Additionally, training programs 

on sustainable fishing techniques would equip communities with the skills needed to adapt to  

Modern conservation standards.42 

Promoting certification schemes like the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) can 

drive responsible consumption. 43By making consumers aware of sustainable seafood 

options, demand for unsustainable products could decline. Public campaigns and 

partnerships with retailers could further amplify this initiative. Encouraging restaurants and 

supermarkets to prioritize certified products would also contribute to reducing the 

environmental impact of global fisheries. 

Improving Monitoring and Technology 

Developing satellite-based monitoring systems to track fishing activities would 

enhance real-time surveillance of marine areas. These systems could detect unauthorized 

vessels, track their movements, and share data with relevant authorities. Using artificial 

intelligence to analyze patterns in fishing activities could help predict and prevent illegal 

operations. Such technologies would enable nations to enforce regulations more effectively 

and protect vulnerable ecosystems.44 

Supporting research on alternative livelihoods for communities dependent on fishing 

is essential to reduce pressure on marine resources. Programs that promote aquaculture, 

ecotourism, and other sustainable industries could provide viable income sources.45 By 

diversifying economic opportunities, governments could alleviate over-reliance on fishing, 

allowing fish stocks to recover. These initiatives would also reduce conflicts over resource 

use and promote long-term community well-being. 

45 "AI in Fisheries Management." The Pew Charitable Trusts. 
https://www.pewtrusts.org/ Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

44 "Satellite Technology for Fisheries Monitoring." Global Fishing Watch. 
https://globalfishingwatch.org/ Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

43 "Subsidies for Sustainable Fishing Practices." OECD. 
https://www.oecd.org/fisheries/ Accessed 10 January 2025 
 

42 "Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) Certification." Marine Stewardship Council. 
https://www.msc.org/ Accessed 14 January 2025 
 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/
https://globalfishingwatch.org/
https://www.oecd.org/fisheries/
https://www.msc.org/


Fostering International Cooperation 

Facilitating dialogue between developed and developing nations is crucial for 

addressing conflicting priorities. Regular summits and workshops could bring together 

stakeholders to discuss shared goals and challenges. Establishing equitable frameworks for 

resource sharing would ensure that developing countries are not disproportionately affected 

by conservation measures. Transparency in negotiations would also help build trust among 

nations.46 

Engaging NGOs and the private sector in conservation efforts would mobilize 

additional resources and expertise. NGOs could provide funding, technical assistance, and 

advocacy, while private companies could invest in sustainable technologies and practices. 
47Collaborative initiatives, such as public-private partnerships, could drive innovative 

solutions and enhance global commitment to ocean protection. By fostering a sense of 

shared responsibility, these efforts would pave the way for more effective and inclusive 

conservation strategies. 
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