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Introduction 

The question of capital punishment and the right to life has been an important yet difficult topic in 

human rights debate and international law. Historically, there have been various forms of capital 

punishment, reflecting the culture and religion of society . For example in the United States, the most 1

common form of capital punishment is lethal injection, as it is perceived as the most humane method by 

the Supreme Court . Though many nations have abolished capital punishment due to various reasons 2

such as seeing it as an inhumane practice and a violation of the right to life, many nations still view 

capital punishment and the death penalty as a necessary method to uphold justice and standards in 

society .  3

Laws regarding capital punishment have been in place for thousands of years . One of the 4

earliest recorded capital punishment laws can be traced back to the 18th century BC, in the Code of King 

Hammurabi of Babylon, where death was prescribed for over 20 crimes . Capital punishment was a 5

common practice until modern times when the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)  and the 6

International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights (1976) were created. These legal constructs created 

by the United Nations allowed for the right to life to become an elevated topic of the issue and allowed 

6 “Human Rights and the Death Penalty | American Civil Liberties Union.” ACLU, 
https://www.aclu.org/issues/human-rights/human-rights-and-death-penalty.  Accessed 7 January 2025.  

5 Reggio, Michael H. “Readings - History Of The Death Penalty | The Execution.” PBS, 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/history-of-the-death-penalty/.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

4 Reggio, Michael H. “Readings - History Of The Death Penalty | The Execution.” PBS, 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/history-of-the-death-penalty/.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

3 Barak, Gregg. “Death Penalty | Pros, Cons, Debate, Arguments, Capital Punishment, Prison, Felony, & 
Life in Prison.” Britannica, 4 January 2025, https://www.britannica.com/procon/death-penalty-debate.   
Accessed 7 January 2025. 

2 “Methods of Execution.” Death Penalty Information Center, 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/executions/methods-of-execution.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

1 Reggio, Michael H. “Readings - History Of The Death Penalty | The Execution.” PBS, 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/history-of-the-death-penalty/.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 
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safeguarding protocols to be made . However, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and 7

the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights (1976) state in Article Six and Article Three that 

“everyone has right to life, liberty and security of person” and only permit the death penalty under serious 

crimes, with strict protocols in place . These serious crimes are often interpreted as terrorism and 8

murder However these documents are not legally binding as they have room for interpretation, causing 

capital punishment to still occur in certain countries that have signed . Nonetheless, even though the 9

documents don't completely outlaw capital punishment they have allowed for international discourse to 

persist regarding the legality, need, and morality of such final and binding legal actions . As 10

international discourse and debates progress, the balance between human rights and sovereignty needs 

to be found to find a resolution to this delicate issue. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Abolitionist nations 

​ Abolitionist nations do not support the use of capital punishment . They may argue that the use 11

of capital punishment is inhumane and can lead to false convictions. A nation is considered abolitionist 

by the United Nations if they have retained from carrying out executions for 10 years or more .  12

Capital punishment 

​ Also known as the death penalty, is death after conviction of an offender by a court of law. This 

means that capital punishment is the authorized legal killing of someone as a punishment for a crime. 

12 Yu, Zhigang, and Charlotte Hu. “The Abolitionist and Retentionist Debate.” De Gruyter, Columbia 
University Press, 2015, 
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.7312/lian17006-008/pdf?srsltid=AfmBOooYKtVeu7o1DdMqc
kyVVyuGlZMOYqBYhDIxTCb-5-1WQlRJnHgP.  Accessed 07 01 2025. 

11 Yu, Zhigang, and Charlotte Hu. “The Abolitionist and Retentionist Debate.” De Gruyter, Columbia 
University Press, 2015, 
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.7312/lian17006-008/pdf?srsltid=AfmBOooYKtVeu7o1DdMqc
kyVVyuGlZMOYqBYhDIxTCb-5-1WQlRJnHgP.  Accessed 07 01 2025. 

10 “Human Rights and the Death Penalty | American Civil Liberties Union.” ACLU, 
https://www.aclu.org/issues/human-rights/human-rights-and-death-penalty.  Accessed 7 January 2025.  

9 “Human Rights.” Death Penalty Information Center, 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/policy-issues/human-rights.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

8 “EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.” European Agency for Fundamental Rights, European Union, 14 
12 2007, 
https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter/article/2-right-life#:~:text=%22The%20death%20penalty%20shall%20
be,the%20ECHR%20and%20its%20Protocol.  Accessed 07 01 2025. 

7 “Human Rights and the Death Penalty | American Civil Liberties Union.” ACLU, 
https://www.aclu.org/issues/human-rights/human-rights-and-death-penalty.  Accessed 7 January 2025.  
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There is not one specific method of capital punishment, but multiple kinds, for example, lethal injection 

and electrocution.  13

Moratorium 

​ A moratorium is a temporary prohibition of a law or activity until there is a warrant lifting the ban 

on the law or activity . For example, a moratorium imposed on capital punishment would mean that 14

capital punishment is temporarily prohibited. In this context, the moratorium would likely be imposed by 

the government.  

Retentionist nations 

​ If a nation is retentionist this means that they use the death penalty for certain crimes. 

Retentionists often believe capital punishment is needed to keep society subdued and may argue that 

false convictions are unlikely . In short, retentionist nations support the use of capital punishment.  15

Right to life 

​ The belief that any living being has the right to live, and should not be allowed to kill or be killed 

by other living beings. Essentially nobody, including the government can end your life.  16

 

Explanation of the Question 

The question of capital punishment and the right to life is difficult to find a universal solution to as 

currently, there is a divide between retentionist and abolitionist states . This divide is strongly influenced 17

by religion which can be seen as differences in regional positioning . The divide can be categorized into 18

two groups: retentionists and abolitionists, both having contradictory views of one another .  19

19 Yu, Zhigang, and Charlotte Hu. “The Abolitionist and Retentionist Debate.” De Gruyter, Columbia 
University Press, 2015, 

18 Buchholz, Katharina. “Chart: Where the Death Penalty Exists.” Statista, 16 May 2023, 
https://www.statista.com/chart/25211/death-penalty-world-map/. Accessed 19 January 2025.  

17 Yu, Zhigang, and Charlotte Hu. “The Abolitionist and Retentionist Debate.” De Gruyter, Columbia 
University Press, 2015, 
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.7312/lian17006-008/pdf?srsltid=AfmBOooYKtVeu7o1DdMqc
kyVVyuGlZMOYqBYhDIxTCb-5-1WQlRJnHgP.  Accessed 07 01 2025. 

16 “Right to Life - Impact of the European Convention on Human Rights.” The Council of Europe, 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/impact-convention-human-rights/right-to-life.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

15 Reggio, Michael H. “Readings - History Of The Death Penalty | The Execution.” PBS, 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/history-of-the-death-penalty/.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

14 “Moratorium: Definition, How It Works, and Examples.” Investopedia, 
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/moratorium.asp. Accessed 7 January 2025. 

13 
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Regional differences between abolitionists and retentionist nations (2023)  20

 

Retentionist nations often argue that capital punishment is needed to deter society from 

committing serious crimes and assure that victims and their families receive justice. However, abolitionist 

states emphasize the irreversibility of capital punishment and the possibility of false convictions. They 

also advocate and question whether capital punishment underlies human dignity . 21

 Though there is a divide between retentionist and abolitionist nations, regional trends in Asia, the 

Middle East, and Africa seem to be more retentionist, while in Latin America and Europe, there are more 

21 Yu, Zhigang, and Charlotte Hu. “The Abolitionist and Retentionist Debate.” De Gruyter, Columbia 
University Press, 2015, 
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.7312/lian17006-008/pdf?srsltid=AfmBOooYKtVeu7o1DdMqc
kyVVyuGlZMOYqBYhDIxTCb-5-1WQlRJnHgP.  Accessed 07 01 2025. 

20 Buchholz, Katharina. “Chart: Where the Death Penalty Exists.” Statista, 16 May 2023, 
https://www.statista.com/chart/25211/death-penalty-world-map/. Accessed 19 January 2025.  

https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.7312/lian17006-008/pdf?srsltid=AfmBOooYKtVeu7o1DdMqc
kyVVyuGlZMOYqBYhDIxTCb-5-1WQlRJnHgP.  Accessed 07 01 2025. 
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abolitionist nations . As a result of this vigorous divide in nations' views of capital punishment and the 22

right to life, it is increasingly difficult to find an opposite solution that nations will be able to accept without 

compromising their sovereignty .  23

Some nations also have religious beliefs that shape their views on the topic of capital punishment 

and the right to life. For example, Islamic law (Sharia) , which is in place in multiple retentionist nations 24

primarily in the Middle East, authorizes capital punishment for distinct offenses. These distinct offenses 

are shaped by religion, as it is often seen as an obligation to punish in the eyes of Islam 11. Contradictely 

many European abolitionist nations have views underlying Christianity that highlight forgiveness and the 

ability to change for the better . The differences in religion and religious laws make it complicated to 25

produce a plausible plan to combat the sensitive topic .  26

Another point that needs to be contemplated when creating plausible solutions is how to create a 

balance between the sovereignty of nations and universal standards. Many retentionist nations view 

sovereignty as important in their legal decisions and want limited external input . They may often argue 27

that capital punishment is a domestic practice and should reflect for example the nation's internal crime 

rates. They may also argue that though some nations may not seem capital punishment necessary due 

to the differences in culture and public opinion/stability they must remain decorum . In contrast, 28

abolitionist nations may argue that human rights and the right to life need to be prioritized. They may 

believe that human rights need to be universal and rise beyond domestic practices that are undermining 

fundamental needs, in this case, the right to life. This creates tension in the level of sovereignty nations 

28 NorthWestern. Capital Punishment Controversy. Criminal Law Commons, 
https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=5609&context=jclc#:~:text=A
%20major%20element%20of%20the,man's%20instinct%20for%20self%2Dpreservation.  Accessed 19 
01 2025. 

27 NorthWestern. Capital Punishment Controversy. Criminal Law Commons, 
https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=5609&context=jclc#:~:text=A
%20major%20element%20of%20the,man's%20instinct%20for%20self%2Dpreservation.  Accessed 19 
01 2025. 

26 Massari, Paul. “The death penalty and Christianity — Harvard Gazette.” Harvard Gazette, 24 June 
2014, https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2014/06/the-death-penalty-and-christianity/ . Accessed 7 
January 2025.  

25 Massari, Paul. “The death penalty and Christianity — Harvard Gazette.” Harvard Gazette, 24 June 
2014, https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2014/06/the-death-penalty-and-christianity/ . Accessed 7 
January 2025.  

24 “An introduction to sharia law and the death penalty.” Oxford Law Blogs, 26 January 2021, 
https://blogs.law.ox.ac.uk/research-and-subject-groups/death-penalty-research-unit/blog/2021/01/introdu
ction-sharia-law-and. Accessed 7 January 2025. 

23 Yu, Zhigang, and Charlotte Hu. “The Abolitionist and Retentionist Debate.” De Gruyter, Columbia 
University Press, 2015, 
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.7312/lian17006-008/pdf?srsltid=AfmBOooYKtVeu7o1DdMqc
kyVVyuGlZMOYqBYhDIxTCb-5-1WQlRJnHgP.  Accessed 07 01 2025. 

22 “Abolitionist and retentionist countries as of December 2022.” Amnesty International, 15 May 2023, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/act50/6591/2023/en/.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 
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should be able to have regarding capital punishment, adding to the difficulty in compromise between 

nations.  

Many abolitionist nations argue that capital punishment is unnecessary and there are other 

consequences less drastic that serve the same purpose, for example, life imprisonment. It is also argued 

that capital punishment sentences are often guided by ethnic, socioeconomic, and racial prejudice 

causing unjust sentences that cannot be undone . They believe that the harm and possible injustice 29

outweigh any benefit that capital punishment would possibly cause . However retentionist nations argue 30

that capital punishment is needed to keep society decorous and in standard. They believe capital 

punishment leads to better behavior in society and fosters obedience . They may also argue that by 31

having such radical sentences it thereby protects society from harm, such as acts of terrorism. The 

question of the effectiveness of such strong sentencing furthermore adds to the difficulty of combating 

the divide.  

Key Member States and NGOs Involved and Their Views 

Amnesty International 

Amnesty International is one of the most important Non-Governmental organizations regarding 

this issue as they monitor and report the use of capital punishment internationally, as well as strongly 

campaign for the complete abolition of its use . Amnesty International tries to promote the abolition of 32

capital punishment by highlighting the previously mentioned bias involving discrimination, abuses of 

authority, and the possibility of wrongful convictions . The actions that they have taken include 33

pressuring governments to adopt moratoriums and showing what goes behind the legal/judicial process 

making them more transparent. Amnesty International also supports families of those who have been 

wrongfully convicted of capital punishment .   34

34 “Death Penalty.” Amnesty International, https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/death-penalty/.  
Accessed 7 January 2025.  

33 “Death Penalty.” Equal Justice Initiative, https://eji.org/issues/death-penalty/.  Accessed 7 January 
2025. 

32 “Death Penalty.” Equal Justice Initiative, https://eji.org/issues/death-penalty/.  Accessed 7 January 
2025. 

31 NorthWestern. Capital Punishment Controversy. Criminal Law Commons, 
https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=5609&context=jclc#:~:text=A
%20major%20element%20of%20the,man's%20instinct%20for%20self%2Dpreservation.  Accessed 19 
01 2025. 

30 NorthWestern. Capital Punishment Controversy. Criminal Law Commons, 
https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=5609&context=jclc#:~:text=A
%20major%20element%20of%20the,man's%20instinct%20for%20self%2Dpreservation.  Accessed 19 
01 2025. 

29 “Death Penalty.” Equal Justice Initiative, https://eji.org/issues/death-penalty/.  Accessed 7 January 
2025. 
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The European Union  

The European Union is one of the strongest advocates for abolition . For a nation to be allowed 35

to enter the EU they need to have abolished capital punishment . The abolition of capital punishment is 36

also highlighted in the European Union Charter of Fundamental Rights where in Article 2 it is stated that 

“the death penalty shall be abolished, no one shall be condemned to such penalty or executed.”  The 37

European Union also actively advocates for human rights, including the right to life . Some involvement 38

from the European Union includes supporting abolitionist non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and 

promoting the second optional protocol of the ICCPR. The EU also provides collective financial aid to 

abolition movements and engages in panels and talks with retentionist countries guiding them away from 

the use of capital punishment . The most notable members of the EU regarding capital punishment and 39

the right to life are Germany and France . Germany provides financial support for abolition movements 40

and uses their powerful influence to guide other nations to abolition as well. France integrates human 

rights and abolition into their foreign policy including pushing the second optional protocol of the ICCPR. 

Other key member states important to the issue are Sweden, Italy, and Spain as they provide funding as 

well as collaborate with Non-Governmental organizations . Overall The EU and its member states are 41

strongly against capital punishment and advocate for human rights 14.  

The People’s Republic of China 

41 “Strengthening the abolitionist movement: launch of the Global Consortium for Death Penalty 
Abolition.” European Commission, 10 July 2024, 
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/strengthening-abolitionist-movem
ent-launch-global-consortium-death-penalty-abolition-2024-07-10_en#:~:text=Led%20by%20the%20Wor
ld%20Coalition,Level%20Event%20in%20December%202023.  Accessed 19 01 2025. 

40 “The European Union and the Abolition of the Death Penalty.” DigitalCommons@Pace, 
https://digitalcommons.pace.edu/pilronline/39/.  Accessed 19 January 2025. 

39 “The European Union and the Abolition of the Death Penalty.” DigitalCommons@Pace, 
https://digitalcommons.pace.edu/pilronline/39/.  Accessed 19 January 2025. 

38 “Abolition of the Death Penalty in Europe - Abolition of the death penalty.” The Council of Europe, 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/abolition-death-penalty/abolition-of-death-penalty-in-europe.  Accessed 7 
January 2025. 

37 “EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.” European Agency for Fundamental Rights, European Union, 14 
12 2007, 
https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter/article/2-right-life#:~:text=%22The%20death%20penalty%20shall%20
be,the%20ECHR%20and%20its%20Protocol.  Accessed 07 01 2025. 

36 “Abolition of the Death Penalty in Europe - Abolition of the death penalty.” The Council of Europe, 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/abolition-death-penalty/abolition-of-death-penalty-in-europe.  Accessed 7 
January 2025. 

35 “Abolition of death penalty and fight against torture.” EEAS, 
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/abolition-death-penalty-and-fight-against-torture_en. Accessed 19 
January 2025. 
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​ The People's Republic of China is a retentionist nation that uses capital punishment often . 42

However, it is unclear exactly how much as it is classified as a state secret but it is estimated to be in the 

thousands . Capital punishment is feasible for various offenses ranging from drug trafficking to 43

corruption. The Chinese government argues that capital punishment is needed to maintain society's 

standards and ensure safety in the nation. International groups often criticize the potential political abuse 

that is likely in place regarding the sentencing .  44

Saudi Arabia 

Similarly to many other countries in the Middle East, Saudi Arabia uses capital punishment often 

for various offences, including murder and acts of terrorism . Saudi Arabia argues that the use of the 45

death penalty aligns with religious values as it aligns with Sharia law . Due to Saudi Arabia arguing that 46

capital punishment is required due to religious reasons, they have had less external pressure. Though 

they have had less external pressure, recent sentences have gained the attention of human rights 

organizations .  47

The United States of America 

The United States of America has varying views. This is due to the governmental system where 

each state decides upon capital punishment themselves, however, capital punishment is legal at a 

federal level . In the United States, 27 out of the 50 states use capital punishment. In contrast, the other 48

23 do not, making the nation very divided upon the issue of capital punishment at a state level . Some 49

of the public is in favor of abolition, as it is argued that marginalized communities are suspected of 

wrongful convictions, but legislation and the majority believe capital punishment is fair and necessary for 

49 “State by State.” Death Penalty Information Center, https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/states-landing.  
Accessed 7 January 2025. 

48 “Death Penalty.” Equal Justice Initiative, https://eji.org/issues/death-penalty/.  Accessed 7 January 
2025. 

47 “Joint Statement – Saudi Arabia: Escalating Use of the Death Penalty.” Human Rights Watch, 14 
October 2024, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/10/14/joint-statement-saudi-arabia-escalating-use-death-penalty.  
Accessed 7 January 2025. 

46 “An introduction to sharia law and the death penalty.” Oxford Law Blogs, 26 January 2021, 
https://blogs.law.ox.ac.uk/research-and-subject-groups/death-penalty-research-unit/blog/2021/01/introdu
ction-sharia-law-and. Accessed 7 January 2025. 

45 “Joint Statement – Saudi Arabia: Escalating Use of the Death Penalty.” Human Rights Watch, 14 
October 2024, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/10/14/joint-statement-saudi-arabia-escalating-use-death-penalty.  
Accessed 7 January 2025. 

44 “China and the Death Penalty: A Well-Kept Secret.” Together against the death penalty, 05 2024. 
https://www.ecpm.org/en/china-and-the-death-penalty-a-well-kept-secret/ Accessed 07 01 2025. 

43 “China and the Death Penalty: A Well-Kept Secret.” Together against the death penalty, 05 2024. 
https://www.ecpm.org/en/china-and-the-death-penalty-a-well-kept-secret/ Accessed 07 01 2025. 

42 “China and the Death Penalty: A Well-Kept Secret.” Together against the death penalty, 05 2024. 
https://www.ecpm.org/en/china-and-the-death-penalty-a-well-kept-secret/ Accessed 07 01 2025. 
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justice and to keep society safe . Though capital punishment is used in some states, many have 50

imposed moratoriums, stopping executions from taking place .  51

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of events 

1800 B.C The first recorded laws that state the death penalty in the code of Hammurabi 
of Babylon.  

52

The late 1700’s The United States abolition movement began.  53

1800’s Many nations (eg. Britain, and the United States) reduce                                      
the number of crimes punishable by the death penalty.   

54

1920-1940’s Abolition movements lost momentum in the United States.  55

10th December, 
1948  

The United Nations General Assembly made the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights which claimed a ​“right to life.”  

56

1950 – 1980  Became a norm in Western Europe to become “De facto abolition” (be 
retentionist but not carry out executions).  

57

9th November, 1965 The United Kingdom abolished the death penalty for murder, shifting Europe 

57  “The History of the Death Penalty: A Timeline.” Death Penalty Information Center, 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/stories/history-of-the-death-penalty-timeline.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

56  “What is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?” Australian Human Rights Commission, 1 
January 2008, 
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/commission-general/projects/what-universal-declaration-human-righ
ts.  Accessed 7 January 2025.  

55  “The History of the Death Penalty: A Timeline.” Death Penalty Information Center, 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/stories/history-of-the-death-penalty-timeline.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

54  “The History of the Death Penalty: A Timeline.” Death Penalty Information Center, 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/stories/history-of-the-death-penalty-timeline.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

53  “The History of the Death Penalty: A Timeline.” Death Penalty Information Center, 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/stories/history-of-the-death-penalty-timeline.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

52 Reggio, Michael H. “Readings - History Of The Death Penalty | The Execution.” PBS, 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/history-of-the-death-penalty/.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

51 “Human Rights.” Death Penalty Information Center, 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/policy-issues/human-rights.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

50 “Most Americans Favor the Death Penalty Despite Concerns About Its Administration.” Pew Research 
Center, 2 June 2021, 
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2021/06/02/most-americans-favor-the-death-penalty-despite-concer
ns-about-its-administration/.  Accessed 19 January 2025.  
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toward abolition.  
58

1966 Capital punishment support reaches an all-time low in the United States.  
59

23rd March, 1976 The International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights (1976) is effective  
bans the death penalty for all but the most “serious” crimes.  60

15th December, 1989  The second optional protocol of the ICCPR is adopted calling for a worldwide 
ban on capital punishment.  

61

2000’s  European Union reinforces the abolition of capital punishment in member 
Nations.  

62

2015 Amnesty International reports the highest level of executions in Iran and Saudi 
Arabia.  63

2019 Amnesty International announces that there is a global trend towards 
abolition.  

64

2023 Singapore and Iran increase the scope of “serious” crimes for drug-related 
offences.  65

 

 

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 

65 “Death Penalty.” Amnesty International, https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/death-penalty/.  
Accessed 7 January 2025.  

64 “Death Penalty.” Amnesty International, https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/death-penalty/.  
Accessed 7 January 2025.  

63 “Death Penalty.” Amnesty International, https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/death-penalty/.   
Accessed 7 January 2025.  

62  “The History of the Death Penalty: A Timeline.” Death Penalty Information Center, 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/stories/history-of-the-death-penalty-timeline.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

61 “Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the 
abolition of the death penalty.” ohchr, 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/second-optional-protocol-international-co
venant-civil-and.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

60 “The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights - Manual for Human Rights Education with 
Young people.” The Council of Europe, 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/compass/the-international-covenant-on-civil-and-political-rights.  Accessed 7 
January 2025. 

59  “The History of the Death Penalty: A Timeline.” Death Penalty Information Center, 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/stories/history-of-the-death-penalty-timeline.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

58  “The History of the Death Penalty: A Timeline.” Death Penalty Information Center, 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/stories/history-of-the-death-penalty-timeline.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 
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●​ European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) Article 2  66

●​ International covenant on civil and political rights (ICCPR)   67

●​ Second optional protocol to the ICCPR  68

●​ Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)  69

​  

Possible Solutions 

Creation and promotion of alternative sentences 

A possibility could be to create or promote pre-existing alternative sentences instead of using 

capital punishment. This would mostly affect the retentionist nations as abolitionists already have existing 

sentences without the use of capital punishment. This could mean collaboration between the retentionist 

countries and the UN or other abolitionist organizations/nations to work towards finding suitable 

sentences that are equitable to committed crimes. There could also be programs in retentionist countries 

that are further supported by the UN and abolitionist organizations or /nations that help with additional 

steps to reintegrate or rehabilitate the offenders. This would help discard the possible retentionist 

argument of capital punishment keeping society safe as there would still be steps taken to bring justice 

afloat. Another step of action that could be taken to promote the abolition of capital punishment could be 

conducting a UN-led study regarding the effectiveness of capital punishment, and then presenting this 

information to the retentionist nations to show that capital punishment is not necessary for fair and 

effective punishment. However, conducting a study could be timely which would lengthen the process of 

abolition. 

Amending Preexisting Legal Frameworks 

69  “What is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?” Australian Human Rights Commission, 1 
January 2008, 
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/commission-general/projects/what-universal-declaration-human-righ
ts.  Accessed 7 January 2025.  

68 “Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the 
abolition of the death penalty.” ohchr, 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/second-optional-protocol-international-co
venant-civil-and.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

67 “Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the 
abolition of the death penalty.” ohchr, 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/second-optional-protocol-international-co
venant-civil-and.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

66 EHRC. “Article 2: Right to life | EHRC.” Equality and Human Rights Commission, 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/human-rights/human-rights-act/article-2-right-life. Accessed 7 
January 2025. 
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Another possible solution to combating the death penalty could be to strengthen international 

legal frameworks. As briefly mentioned in the introduction some frameworks mention the right to life, and 

that capital punishment shall only be used for extremely radical crimes, but the frameworks do not 

explicitly ban capital punishment altogether . If frameworks such as the International Covenant of Civil 70

and Political Rights (1976)   were revisited and amendments were made calling for a direct abolition of 71

capital punishment, then that would be a solution to making the document legally binding. If capital 

punishment were to be legally banned to additionally safeguard the abolition there could be a penalty, for 

example, a heavy fine for some nations were to break this law. However, amending pre-existing legal 

frameworks would entirely ban capital punishment thereby protecting the right to life, this could be very 

difficult to entertain due to the vast amount of retentionist nations who would not be responsible for 

making the amendment.  

Creation of strict safeguarding laws 

If retentionist nations are unwilling to end the use of capital punishment, there could be 

implementation of a standard human rights protection in the nations that want to continue using capital 

punishment as a part of their legislation. This could for example mean that the nations with capital 

punishment have a UN-affiliated panel that reviews the offense and sees if there is bias in place to 

minimize the prejudice and inequity of the sentence. There could also be implementation in education 

reinforcing societal values and human dignity, possibly reducing the number of offenders, thereby 

minimizing the needed use of capital punishment. This would allow retentionist countries to keep capital 

punishment in play but still monitor the use of it making it more equitable.  

Banning certain methods of capital punishment  

​ A solution to possibly make capital punishment more humane could include banning certain 

methods of capital punishment. In the United States lethal injection is the most commonly used method 

when it comes to capital punishment as it is seen as the most humane method . In Iran, the most 72

popular method of capital punishment between 2008 and 2020 was hanging, often done publically . In 73

73 “Article: Procedures of the Death Penalty in Iran |.” Iran Human Rights, 3 May 2021, 
https://iranhr.net/en/articles/4726/. Accessed 7 January 2025.  

72 “Description of Each Execution Method.” Death Penalty Information Center, 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/executions/methods-of-execution/description-of-each-method.  Accessed 7 
January 2025. 

71 “Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the 
abolition of the death penalty.” ohchr, 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/second-optional-protocol-international-co
venant-civil-and.  Accessed 7 January 2025. 

70 “EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.” European Agency for Fundamental Rights, European Union, 14 
12 2007, 
https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter/article/2-right-life#:~:text=%22The%20death%20penalty%20shall%20
be,the%20ECHR%20and%20its%20Protocol.  Accessed 07 01 2025. 
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the eyes of human rights organizations hanging is seen as inhumane . Many nations may also argue 74

that hanging and other methods of capital punishment such as stoning are worse than others. For capital 

punishment to become more humane, a solution could be to ban certain methods that are seen as 

barbarous. However some nations may not agree with making capital punishment more humane and 

less painful, as in the end, the Nation is still punishing those convicted for their punishable actions.  
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