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Introduction

Niger is a landlocked country in West Africa and a former colony of France. The country was a
close ally of France and other western nations such as the United States of America during the
administration of the now overthrown president Mohamed Bazoum. The country has seen 4 coups since
gaining its independence from colonial rule in 1960. President Bazoum was elected president in 2021
and has since been a key player for western nations in fighting Islamist insurgencies in the region. In
2023, there was a coup in Niger perpetrated by General Abdourahmane Tchiani and his allies. This coup
coup follows a string of military coups in West Africa such as those in neighboring Mali and Burkina
Faso. The coup was perpetrated by the Nigerien presidential guard, which took control of the country in

an attempt to remove French influence."

Niger is a resource-rich country boasting large uranium and gold reserves with which the
government was planning to modernize the country and help its dire humanitarian situation. The
humanitarian situation in Niger has already been a matter of great concern even before the coup. Niger
has suffered flooding, droughts, malnutrition and other problems which have resulted in a struggling

population.? A lack of medications and the threat of disease have also been relevant problems in Niger.?

Niger's humanitarian crisis worsened as a result of the coup. Humanitarian aid was stopped and
all borders with Niger were closed by the new de facto government.* The country has had to deal with

food security issues in the past and the current instability has worsened food insecurity. Women and

! https: //www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-66320895
2 https://www.bbc.com /news/world-africa-13943662
3 https:/ /www.unicef.org/niger/humanitarian-action

reliefweb.int/report/niger/niger-coup-could-exacerbate-humanitarian-crisis
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children are most affected by sanctions and the suspending of most humanitarian aid. Around 3.3 million

Nigeriens are severely food insecure and another 7.3 million more will also suffer from food insecurity.®
Definition of Key Terms

Coup D’Etat / Coup

A coup d’etat is an originally French term for the overthrow of the government without an election
or formal transfer of power. A coup d’etat can be peaceful, however it is usually accompanied by some
form of violence such as either military action or angry mobs. A coup d’etat is considered an illegal

transfer of power in a country, from one person or group of persons to another.

Military Junta

A military committee which usually, after having taken over a country by force, is tasked with said
country’s governance. These Juntas consist of officers from the country's military. Military juntas are

military dictatorships.
Insurgency

An long-lasting uprising against a state which is not as organized as a revolution. Insurgencies
last much longer than revolutions often continuing for years, unlike revolutions which usually last
between hours to weeks. Insurgencies usually consist of people from small towns, villages and rural

areas. Methods of insurgents are usually kidnappings, bombings, and other forms of terrorism.
Jihadists

Jihadists are Islamic insurgents who aim to bring about sharia law, which is derived from the
Muslim holy book, the Quran, to a nation or an area. Jihadists often arise in unstable Islamic regions of

the world, especially in areas with weak governments or other political instability.

De Facto

The state of being in which something is practically in effect, or in the case of a government, in

control of the country. When something is de facto it is in practice in effect, however legally it may not

https://reliefweb.int/report/niger/niger-humanitarian-crisis-making#:~:text=With%20the%20current%?20situation

%2C%20it.population
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exist or be recognized. A de facto government is in control of the country, but might not be recognized as

the official government.
Food insecurity

A lack of a guarantee of necessary amounts of food in a country that would be enough to feed the

entire population. This results in famines and starvation and is often caused by conflicts and droughts.

Sahel

A semi-arid region south of the Sahara desert which comprises 10 countries and is home to

multiple different rural and urban ethnic groups.

Map of the Sahel region and the countries which it is composed of.°

Explanation of the Question

The recent coup in Niger has hindered the spread of democratic institutions in the region.
Although flawed, Niger's democracy was still relatively functional, with the now deposed president being
democratically elected, just like his predecessor. The new de facto government, which has replaced the
old one, has refused to compromise on reinstating the old government. Niger’s transition away from
authoritarianism had made good progress, but as a result of the coup, most progress has been lost. The
possible destabilization of the region is relatively likely, especially in the event of an attempt to restore

the democratic government through force in Niger. ’

The election of President Bazoum was a controversial one. Accusations of the election not being
fair were made and neither Bazoum's party or his administration ever addressed these allegations. Even

so, this was the first civilian-to-civilian transfer of power in the history of Niger. President Bazoum had
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ambitions to modernize the country and to advance gender equality, but his presidency was marked by
violations of the freedom of the press, such as the imprisonment of journalists who reported negatively

on the government.

Bazoum was a threat to military commanders who had been appointed by the previous president.
His plan to renew and revitalize the Nigerien military was a threat to its leadership, who were at risk of
being fired. The newly-installed de facto government has claimed that the reason for the coup was the
deteriorating security and economic situation of the country, but the more likely reason for the coup was

a power grab by a soon-to-be sacked general.®

The coup brought into power a new anti-French government which immediately began removing
French influence from the country. Before the coup, there were 1500 French soldiers in Niger tasked with
fighting Islamist insurgents. The French presence caused tensions with the local population. France has
been accused of exploiting the region's natural resources with the help of allegedly corrupt politicians in
charge of the former French colonies. The new de facto government has forced French troops out of the
country, which has left behind a large power vacuum. This has caused security concerns in the region
regarding the Islamist rebels, since French troops were playing an instrumental role in fighting Jihadists.®
The new de facto government isn’t totally opposed to the West however, as soldiers and other personnel
of the United States have been allowed to remain in the country. US military bases have not been

affected.®

The overthrow of the Nigerien government poses a threat to the stability of the region as a whole.
The halting of defense aid to Niger poses a severe risk to the bordering countries. The coups in
neighboring Burkina Faso and Mali have resulted in an advantageous situation for the jihadists in the
Sahel. Since Mali expelled all French soldiers and UN peacekeepers from the country, jihadists have
been able to accomplish more of their goals in the region. Niger was seen as a bulwark against extremist
threats to coastal West African nations and the last Western ally in the region. The security risk now

extends to all of Niger’s neighboring countries including Nigeria.™

The economy of Niger was heavily reliant on the assistance of other countries. Its utilities relied
heavily on neighboring Nigeria, which was providing 70% of Niger’s electricity. Since the coup, Nigeria
has cut off electricity to Niger. Prior to the crisis, Niger based half of its government expenditure on aid it
received from overseas, from places such as the United States, France, and the rest of the EU. The

current sanctions and halting of assistance payments to Niger, as a result of the new military

https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20231204-niger-s-junta-ends-key-security-agreements-with-eu-turns-to-russia-
for-defence-deal
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government, have caused the humanitarian crisis to become far worse than it was previously. The
sanctions placed by The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) have mostly affected
the civilian population of Niger. The military government has only solidified its control over the country
since it seized power. The sanctions imposed on Niger have not had an effect on the government's hold
on power." The United Nations has stated its continuation of humanitarian aid to Niger in spite of the

coup.™
Key Member States and NGOs Involved and Their Views

National Guard for the Safeguard of the Homeland

The National Guard for the Safeguard of the Homeland is the organization which on the 26th of
July initiated the coup against the government of Niger and imprisoned president Bazoum in the
presidential palace. This junta has claimed that the coup was justified due to the worsening security and
economic situation in Niger." General Abdourahmane Tchiani, the leader of the organization and a

general of the Nigerien military, was under threat of being laid off from his duties as general. The motive

behind the coup was likely the general aiming to retain his influential position. '

77 7]
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The rest of the military had not been informed, and only the presidential guard who imprisoned
the president knew of the plan. The rest of the Nigerien military discussed plans to free president
Bazoum but decided to submit to the coup leaders. This resulted in the creation of the National Guard for
the Safeguard of the Homeland. The coup was declared on national television in Niger on the day of the

coup. '’

The goals of the de facto government have been to remove a majority French influence from the
country. Large portions of the Nigerien population had grown tired of French and international influences.
The unpopular decisions made by President Bazoum made the regime unpopular enough for the coup to

be a success.'®
Al Qaeda / ISIL

Jihadist groups linked to Al Qaeda and ISIL have been a force in the country since 2015. They
have been attempting to gain more control over the Sahel region and have been battling all non-Islamic
groups in the region, not only including countries such as the United States and France, but also
countries such as Russia. The groups have mostly resorted to taking over large swathes of rural land
due to it being more difficult to differentiate their warriors from the civilian populations in those areas. The

rural fighting makes getting rid of the Jihadists more difficult."®

The aims of the Al Qaeda-aligned jihadist organizations in the region are to bring about a strict
interpretation of Islamic law. The ultimate goal would be to place the whole region under Islamic rule,?® Al
Qaeda’s primary enemy being the United States, since they are propping up the secular governments of

countries which Al Qaeda is fighting in.?'
France

France has been a key player in Niger since the 19th century. From the beginning of its colonial
empire in West Africa, it has taken advantage of the resources of the region and also taken advantage of
the location to project power outside of Europe. Post-colonial Niger never became fully detached from
France. France instituted a currency known as the CFA-franc for many West African nations including
Niger. This currency was first tied to the French franc, and after France's entrance into the Eurozone, the
euro. This has resulted in France retaining a large amount of financial control in the region. France has
also retained its military bases in the country up until the July 26th coup. West Africa has been key for

France to retain its geopolitical influence and remain a relevant power on the world stage. Since the

17 https Z[WWWft com[content[0543a8f0 f8f3 4CC6 a38c- C504df81dc5d
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coups in Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso, French influence has been greatly reduced. France has no plans
to exit the region as it is too important for its geopolitical security.?? The coups demonstrate a pattern in
West Africa of lessening French influence and a desire for an increased degree of separation from the

former colonial power.?

When the military government of Niger ordered the French military and ambassador out of the
country, the lack of recognition of the new de facto government by the French government resulted in the
ambassador not being immediately withdrawn. France was ultimately forced to withdraw from the
country. No further cooperation or diplomatic ties are in place between Niger and France® and French

troops have fully withdrawn from the country.?®

France has been accused of not negligence in its counter-terrorism operations. According to local
populations, French troops have not used their soldiers effectively against the Jihadists. It has failed to
get rid of the jihadist problem even with a large military presence. This has caused the local populations
to question the usefulness of the French military presence in the region. France has also been accused

of exploiting Niger’s natural resources whilst not giving enough back to the society of Niger by protecting
it. %

ECOWAS / Nigeria

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) supports the democratically
elected president of the Republic of Niger Mohamed Bazoum? and ECOWAS has also made demands
for his immediate return to power. ECOWAS is an economic cooperation organization which Niger is a
part of. The Nigerian government, whose president is currently the president of ECOWAS, has

demanded the release of Bazoum so that mediation talks can take place.?

ECOWAS, under the leadership of Nigeria, has suggested a 9-month return period for the
democratic government. The organization has placed severe sanctions on the country and threatened
military intervention if a peaceful solution cannot be found. The justification for the harsh retaliation has

been the string of coups that have happened in West Africa recently. ECOWAS, as an organization
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which supports the advancement of democracy in West African countries, is trying to prevent more coups
taking place as this is already the 4th coup in as many years in ECOWAS member states. ?° The policy is
likely trying to discourage more coups from occurring by demonstrating a level of harsh punishment

which could severely harm offending countries and turn public support toward the democratic process.

The ECOWAS community, as of December, has recognized the current government and the new
prime minister of Niger. The goal is that this would aid in talks and cooperation to try and return the
democratic process to Niger. It is unclear however if this recognition and initiation of negotiations has

come too late to be successful at reinstating democratic rule in Niger.*

The European Union

The European Union aligns their policy on Niger with France. Since the coup, the European
Union has halted development aid and cooperation with Niger. It is the aim of the European Union to

return Mohamed Bazoum back to office.®'

Prior to the coup, Niger had been the EU’s only remaining ally in the region in its fight against
Jihadist extremists. The European Union following the foreign policy of its member state France had
been supplying military and civilian aid to the country. The EU’s civilian projects were meant to make the

country more stable. These agreements have all been suspended by the new Nigerien government®

Russia

Russian involvement in the situation has thus far been negligible, even though the Russian
mercenary group Wagner has been active in neighboring Mali as a replacement to the French forces

which Mali expelled after their coup of August 2020.

The new government gives Russia new chances to spread its influence in Africa. The new

government is anti-Western and would therefore be open to cooperation with Russia. Russian plans to
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expand its influence in the region have already been demonstrated by the Russian aid sent to Niger’s

neighboring countries. *

Russia is against any war or military intervention in the region. Russia has warned ECOWAS to
not go through with their plan of putting an end to the coup with military action. This is likely due to the
fact that Russia can use this period of instability to expand its influence and gain a new possible ally in
West Africa to counteract Western power in the region. On the other hand, the Russian Foreign Ministry
states that the reason for their opposition to open conflict is the possibility of it destabilizing the Sahel

region even further.®

Even so, Russia is not in support of the coup. Their Foreign Ministry has called for President
Bazoum to be returned to power, but Russia is still in favor of using the new pro-Russia sentiment in

Niger to their advantage. Russian president Vladimir Putin has also met with members of the junta in

charge of Niger.
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The United States of America

The United States has used Niger as a key ally in combating the Islamist insurgents in the Sahel.
A similar coup in Mali in August 2020 resulted in the loss of an ally for the United States against Islamic
insurgents. Niger is important for the United States, since it has around 1000 soldiers stationed in Niger
along with costly military bases. In spite of the coup, the United States presence in the region is not
under threat. The new de facto government has allowed the United States to retain its military bases and
allowed its personnel to remain. The military regime of Niger has remained open to communications with
the United States and has not been hostile toward the US. US interests also lie in combating the Russian
presence in the region. The United States aims to keep its influence in the region and sees the Russian
mercenary group Wagner as a threat. As such the United States isn’t hostile towards the new

government of Niger and are willing to retain diplomatic relations.*

Even though the United States has remained cooperative, it has declared the coup to be illegal. It
has suspended military cooperation with the Nigerien military and decreased aid, since United States
legislation limits what can be sent to countries having experienced a coup. The United States is keeping
its personnel in the region as it aims to keep hold of its military presence in West Africa. The United
States counter-terrorism operations have been suspended at least temporarily due to the US viewed

illegality of the coup.*’

Timeline of Events 38, 39 40 41 42

Date Description of event
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August 1960

Niger declares independence from France.

2015 Islamist insurgency enters Niger from Mali, France commits to Niger’s
defense

July 26, 2023 President Mohamed Bazoum is detained at his palace by the
presidential guard. A new regime is declared.

July 27, 2023 General Abdourahmane Tchiani, head of the presidential guard

declares himself president.

July 29-31, 2023

Financial aid by European nations ended and sanctions by ECOWAS
imposed

August, 2023

The United States ends development aid and ECOWAS threatens a
military intervention

September 24, 2023

France announces complete military withdrawal from Niger

October, 2023

ECOWAS resorts to diplomatic negotiations to try to return democracy
to Niger

December, 22 2023

France completes military withdrawal from Niger

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

The United Nations Security Council has strongly condemned the coup. The United Nations has

also expressed its support for the organizations which support the Bazoum administration. This comes at

a time when the UN is concerned of the socio-economic consequences of a coup in the region. **

Antonio Guterres, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, has demanded an end to the obstruction

of democracy. * The coup however did not stop the United Nations from delivering humanitarian aid as it

continues to do so.*®

Relevant resolutions, Press Statements, Reports:

e Peace and Security in Africa — Lake Chad Basin (S/RES/2349)

e Security Council resolution 2359

e Security Council Press Statement on Situation in Niger 28 JULY 2023 SC/15372

e Activities of the United Nations Office for West Africa and the Sahel, Report of the
Secretary-General, 30 June 2023
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e Security Council resolution 2690 June 30, 2023

Possible Solutions

Possible solutions to this conflict are numerous. It is a complex situation as many different players
in Niger want to see different outcomes concerning the coup. Proposals have been made by both
ECOWAS and the military government of Niger to return Niger to democratic rule after a certain period of
time, but this period of time has not been agreed on. ECOWAS demands a short transition period
whereas the military government would prefer to stay in power for longer.* In the beginning of the
conflict, ECOWAS had been considering a military intervention in Niger to forcefully reinstate the former
president.*” This solution, however, would be destabilizing to the region and could potentially lead to
further chaos and a worsened humanitarian and security situation in the Sahel. Military action in the
region could result in a broader conflict with other Sahel Nations due to mutual defense pacts with other
military regimes such as the one in Mali.*® Military action has thus far not been taken and is becoming
even more unlikely. The ECOWAS alliance led by Nigeria has turned to a diplomatic approach for
returning democracy to Niger. Negotiations between ECOWAS and Niger have been undergoing. The
sanctions, which have been worsening the humanitarian crisis, have been promised to be lifted if the
military government follows the conditions of a quick return to democracy proposed by the Nigerian
president.*® Although France has been present and influential in Niger for well over a century, growing
anti-French sentiment makes a solution beneficial to France unlikely. The French embassy has been
closed in Niger and it is unlikely that French troops will have the chance to return to the country even

with the reinstatement of democratic rule.°
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