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Introduction

The press on social media and news companies play a vital role in sharing information on current
topics throughout the world. In the Universal Human Rights Declaration of 1948 Article 19, it is stated
that everyone has the right to seek, receive or impart information, without interference, through any form
of media regardless of frontiers. Unbiased and free information is the base of a democratic society.1 2

With the amount of recent conflicts, the question of freedom of the press in the time of war has
become even more important. Global freedom of the press is currently vulnerable and facing many
challenges with censorship, the spreading of misinformation as well as around 70% of the world's3

countries having a global score below 70 out of 100 on the Reporters Without Borders index.

Human Rights include the freedom of speech, of which the freedom of the press is a subcategory.
When the freedom to share accurate information about ongoing events, such as war or day-to-day life
during conflicts is threatened, the knowledge people have about current events becomes limited. This
can lead to widespread misinformation or miseducation, which can be used to fuel ignorance or other
harmful ideas about the world's conflicts.

The press and other media are vital in spreading awareness about ongoing conflicts around the
globe. They warn of potential human rights violations or other violations of international treaties. Press
and journalists working in war zones keep people informed on current conflicts. Without them, it is
incredibly difficult to know if people are being mistreated, if the conflict is escalating, or if crimes against
humanity are being committed. Without freedom of the press, the cruel injustices happening in times of
war can go unnoticed.

Through media reporting, people can have access to unbiased news about ongoing conflicts
without a hidden agenda being present. Journalism and free reporting during wartime are important in
shaping the public's opinion.

3 Freedom of the press under attack worldwide - United Nations, accessed 7.12.2022

2 National Case Law on Freedom of Expression - page 8, section 6, accessed 28.1.2024

1 Declaration of Human Rights - United Nations, accessed 7.12.2023
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Definition of Key Terms

Media

Media are the channels through which we store and consume content. It can be used to spread4

information as well as misinformation, entertainment or education. Examples of media are news, whether

in digital or paper form, advertisements, the internet, movies and television.

Censorship

Censorship is when an authority, for example a state, limits the ideas that people are allowed to

express and prevents books, documents, films, works of art, or other forms of media from being viewed

by the public because they allude to or support certain ideas. .5

Freedom of Speech

Freedom of speech is the right to express ideas, opinions and information without the threat of6

censorship, legal punishment or restraint. It is considered a human right and can be found in the Human

Rights Declaration under Article 19.

Human Rights

All people have protected human rights. Human Rights apply to everyone, regardless of sex,

nationality, ethnicity, religion or any other status. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

acknowledges that all humans deserve to live and have access to things that make life easier to live.

Human Rights are not granted by any state, they are written down in the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights by the UN under Articles that state things such as "everyone has the right to life and liberty and

security of person" , "everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion" and that7 8

"no one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile" .9

Freedom of the Press

Freedom of the press is the right for newspapers, media companies, magazines, private persons,

etc. to report news without being controlled by the government. Freedom of the press relates to10

10 Merriam-Webster - Freedom of Press definition, accessed 22.12.2023

9 Article 9 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights, accessed 28.1.2024

8 Article 18 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights, accessed 28.1.2024

7 Article 3 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights, accessed 28.1.2024

6 Britannica - Freedom of Speech, accessed 22.12.2023

5 Cambridge Dictionary - Censorship, accessed 14.12.2023

4 Business Dictionary - Media, accessed 11.12.2023
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freedom of speech and expression as they are all based on the principle of sharing ideas or news

without being controlled or censored.

Journalism

Journalism is writing that is intended to be published in a newspaper or a magazine. It is a direct

presentation of current events with no interpretation.11

International Humanitarian Law

International Humanitarian Law is a set of laws that limit what is allowed during wartime. It

protects those who are not participating in hostilities and aims to limit the methods of warfare.12

Propaganda

Propaganda consists of ideas, facts, or allegations spread deliberately to further one's cause or13

to damage an opposing cause through any form of media.

Explanation of the Question

The Question of the Freedom of the Press during war refers to the state of media in times of war.

Censorship and other forms of limiting press are becoming more common and need to be addressed

properly. The right to freedom of expression and information are essential foundations of a democratic

society. In times of conflict and war, the role of the press is critical in providing the public with accurate

and timely news . The role of reliable information can not be underestimated in the role they play in14

saving lives, preventing conflicts, exposing human rights violations and shedding light on the horrors and

reality of armed conflict.

The history of implementing the freedom of the press began in the 1700s. The right to express

and form one's own opinions through unbiased sources has always been vital when resisting corruption

and abuse of power. Investigative journalists face censorship and threats to their lives in places where

freedom of the press isn't protected, for example North Korea, China, Iran and Russia. During wartime15

the job of journalists can be hazardous and even deadly. The recent Hamas-Israel conflict has been

incredibly deadly for journalists reporting on the conflict. The war in Gaza has been a devastating

15 Iran | RSF, accessed 28.1.2024

14 Council of Europe - Freedom of expression in times of conflict, accessed 22.12.2023

13 Propaganda Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster, accessed 22.12.2023

12 International Committee of the Red Cross - International Humanitarian Law, accessed 22.12.2023

11 Merriam-Webster - Journalism, accessed 22.12.2023
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example of how many journalists are risking their well-being, their lives, as well as their families' lives, to

provide accurate information about the state of the conflict and the people in it. According to the

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), 68 journalists and media workers have been confirmed dead, 15

injured, 3 missing and 20 arrested as of December 21st, 2023. During 2023 the threat to journalists16

during wartime has been effectively demonstrated.

Freedom of expression has been threatened all over the world with 2023 being the deadliest year

for journalists. The intentional killing of journalists during war is considered a war crime under17

International Humanitarian Law. There are specific provisions in international law to protect journalists

during armed conflict. Article 79 in an Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions states that

journalists in areas of conflict should be treated as civilians and therefore protected as such unless they

play a part in the hostilities.18

Censorship by governments like Russia or North Korea restricts the freedom of speech by most

if not all news organisations being closely monitored or funded by the government. Because of the

restrictions on the freedom of speech of the citizens of these governments, this can be classified as a

violation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the UN. The UN must take steps to ensure that

the freedom of the press is not threatened and that in the future, journalists, reporters, and other media

personnel, are safe during wartime while reporting on the conflict.

18 Reporters Without Borders - Protection of journalists in warzones, accessed 22.12.2023

17 2023: deadliest year for journalists since 2013 | Atlas of wars, accessed 28.1.2024

16 Committee to Protect Journalists - Journalist casualties in the Israel-Gaza war, accessed 22.12.2023
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Key Member States and NGOs Involved and Their Views

This picture from the Reporters Without Borders Index shows the entire world and the press freedom in

it.19

🟢- Good

🟠 - Improvement

necessary

🔴- Bad

Reporters Without Borders

Reporters Without Borders (RSF) is an international non-governmental organisation based out of

Paris. It has consultative status with the UN, UNESCO, the Council of Europe, and the International20

Organization of Francophonie (OIF). Their mission is to defend independent journalism and to monitor

journalistic ethics around the world. RSF defends the right to reliable information and informs about

press situations, abuses committed against journalists and censorships. They act with major initiatives21

such as working to unblock censored media, formulating legal suggestions to the US, loaning out

bulletproof vests and helmets to journalists in areas of conflict and helping journalists in legal action

when they're in trouble. The RSF strives to change international law and advocate for the right to be

allowed to access reliable information.

Amnesty International

Amnesty International advocates for equal access to human rights for all. They prioritise22

freedom of expression and civic space. Amnesty International is calling for all legislation criminalising23

peaceful protests to be eliminated and the access to information for people to be unrestricted as well as

23 Amnesty - About us, accessed 1.1.2024

22 Amnesty - Home page, accessed 1.1.2024

21 RSF - Our mission, accessed 1.1.2024

20 RSF - Who are we?, accessed 1.1.2024

19 RSF - Index, accessed 1.1.2024
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the power of governments and companies to obtain information about individuals and organisations to be

restricted.24

United States of America (USA)

Under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution, the freedom of the press is

protected although about 57% of US journalists say they are very concerned about the possible

restriction of the press according to the Pew Research Center . After a rise in freedom of press25

violations in 2020, the number of press violations has fallen since the start of the presidency of Joe

Biden. The U.S. Department of State is in support of human rights, including the freedom of the press.

However, the number of journalists detained has increased in recent years and the freedom of the press

in the U.S. is threatened by budget constraints, a rise in animosity towards mainstream media, and

issues regarding journalists safety. Despite the challenges the United States faces, it strives to reclaim26

its status as a model for the freedom of the press.27

Russia

Since February 2022 after the beginning of the war in Ukraine, almost all independent media in

the country has been banned, having been declared "foreign agents" or "undesirable organisations" .28

With the escalation of the war in Ukraine, Russia's media strategy has shifted towards pro-war

propaganda and the alienation of Western media.

The Kremlin's spreading of modified information has intensified as the distortion of news is

responsible for a decline in confidence in international alliances and organisations, mainstream media as

well as public institutions around the world. The Russian government uses information warfare .29 30

China

The Chinese government uses intimidation, censorship, prosecution of crimes such as

"espionage" or "subversion", heavy surveillance and harassment to keep independent journalists under

the regime's control. China is the world’s largest jailer of journalists, with more than 100 currently

detained, according to Reporters Without Borders. The ruling communist party in China has recently31

tightened the strict control on media by making accessing information freely a crime along with the

creation of obstacles for foreign reporters. Now, similar to Russia, all news publications are state-owned.

31 RSF - China, accessed 4.1.2024

30 NATO - information warfare, accessed 4.1.2024

29 CEPA - Winning the information war, accessed 4.1.2024

28 RSF - Russia, accessed 4.1.2024

27 United States | RSF, accessed 28.1.2024

26 Why the U.S. ranks low in press freedom index despite all its principles? - WPI, accessed 28.1.2024

25 Pew Research Center - Most U.S. journalists are concerned about press freedoms, accessed 1.1.2024

24 Amnesty - What we do - Freedom of Press, accessed 1.1.2024
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In the most extreme cases, journalists can be jailed or even tortured for their content that has not been

deemed appropriate or acceptable by the state. China is ranked on the RSF index as no. 179 out of32

180, one place above North Korea. According to the NGO, as of January 4th 106 journalists and 3 media

workers have been detained.

Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia has copious amounts of recessive policies regarding the press and different forms

of media. "The vague provisions of the law are frequently used to charge and try journalists and ordinary

citizens for expressing their opinions in online publications or on social media," as stated by ALQST.33

Saudi Arabia and its entire region are all controlled by authoritarian regimes , meaning freedom of the34

press, such as reporting news or sharing other information, is heavily restricted and the press is

monitored. Journalists also suffer from the continued restrictions such as long prison sentences, travel

bans, and continued watch even when abroad.

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

September 1787 The American Constitution is made. The First Amendment, in which it is
stated that: "Congress shall make no law --– abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press–". The freedom of the press is solidified into35

the American Constitution.

July 1914- November 1918 During the First World War , free and independent media is censored36

and propaganda is spread by governments.

September 1939-1940 During the Second World War, some of the progress made on freedom
of the press is undone. In Nazi Germany, freedom of speech and press
is heavily restricted .37

1940 The US created a military office of censorship around 1940-1941.38

September 1940-1943 All around Europe, most newspapers and other forms of media are to
be examined and then censored in accordance with the desired

38 PBS - Media In Wartime, accessed 22.12.2023

37 Holocaust Encyclopedia - The Press in the Third Reich, accessed 22.12.2023

36 Britannica - World War I, accessed 22.12.2023

35 U.S Constitution - First Amendment, accessed 22.12.2023

34 RSF - Middle East - North Africa, accessed 4.1.2024

33 ALQST- The state of press freedom in Saudi Arabia on World Press Freedom Day, accessed 4.1.2024

32 Radio Free Asia - China falls down press freedom index as Asian Communist states dominate bottom ranks, accessed
4.1.2024
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perspective by the governments. Not all countries censor their press.39

September 1943-1945 After the end of the war and the invention of the nuclear bomb, United
States media is tightly monitored.

December 1948 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is accepted and put into
effect. It lists freedom of speech and the freedom of the press as basic
human rights.

November 1955-April 1975 During the Vietnam War , the press revealed to the public the true40

destructive and deadly nature of war.

October 2001 The PATRIOT Act in the U.S. after the attack on September 11th limits41

the freedom of the press, not by outright targeting speech but other
communicative forms such as books, papers, records or documents.

2012-2014 Russia isolates its press from the rest of the world, and the creation of
fake information and censorship increases as the War against Ukraine
begins.42

October 2001- August 2021 The War in Afghanistan restricts the freedom of the press in the area43

as well as neighbouring areas.44

February 2022 Russia invades Ukraine in an escalation of the Russo-Ukrainian War .45

Censorships in Russia escalate to the point where protestors are
prosecuted and imprisoned for speaking out against the war.46

October 2023- present The war in the Gaza Strip has escalated to the point where the press47

and other media personnel are being killed in drone strikes. The
freedom of the press is under threat in Israel and Gaza. Many
independent journalists have lost their lives while reporting on the
conflict in the Gaza Strip.

2023 The year 2023 has been the deadliest year for journalists and
challenging for the freedom of press and speech.

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events

● Human Rights Council Resolution 21/12 on the safety of journalists (from 2012) HRC/RES/21/12

47 Al-Jazeera - Israel-Hamas war, accessed 22.12.2023

46 New York Times - Russia's Censorship, accessed 22.12.2023

45 New York Times - Russia-Ukraine War, accessed 22.12.2023

44 Afghanistan: Report Says Pentagon Restricted Journalists' Access To War Sites, accessed 28.1.2024

43 Council on Foreign Relations - The War in Afghanistan, accessed 22.12.2023

42 Russian laws 'lead to self-censorship' – DW – 01/29/2014, accessed 28.1.2024

41 American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) - Surveillance Under the USA/PATRIOT Act, accessed 22.12.2023

40 Britannica -VietnamWar, accessed 22.12.2023

39 Censorship and World War II - Defense Media Network, accessed 28.1.2024
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● Human Rights Council Resolution 27/5 on the safety of journalists (from 2014) HRC/RES/27/5

● Human Rights Council Resolution 33/2 on safety of journalists (from 2018) HRC/RES/33/2

● Human Rights Council Resolution 39/6 on safety of journalists (from 2018) HRC/RES/39/6

● Human Rights Council Resolution 44/… on freedom of opinion and expression (from 2020)

HRC/44/L.18/Rev.1

● General Assembly Fifth Session Resolution 425 V on freedom of information and the press in

times of emergency (from 1950) 425 (V) Question of the freedom of information and of the Press

in times of emergency

● General Assembly Resolution 632 VII on freedom of information and the press (from 1952) 632

(VII). Sub-Commission on Freedom of Information and of the Press

● General Assembly Resolution E/1993/58 on promotion of press freedom in the world (from 1993)

E/1993/58

● The Economic and Social Council Resolution 197 VIII on freedom of information and the press

(from 1949) 197 (VIII)

Possible Solutions

Solutions for the question of the freedom of the press during wartime are hard to accomplish as

there will always be those who seek to limit the sharing of unbiased information. The issue can be

approached in many different ways. Some ways can be harsh and others can take time. An example of

the more gradual approaches would be the constant support and work by NGOs and governments alike

towards a world where those who limit the freedom of the press during wartime could be held

accountable as well as prevented. By funding NGOs and loosening restrictions limiting NGOs in certain

countries from working on certain issues that the state's government deems to be political as well as48

enacting treaties that restrict the mistreatment of journalists in war zones, the spreading of reliable

information in wartime can be increased.

Harsher punishments for the breaching of international law regarding press freedom safety in

times of conflict

Harsher punishments being applied for those who disregard journalists' safety during times of

armed conflict is a possible solution. There need to be more steps and initiatives such as constant49

co-operation by governments and NGOs to find common ground on these issues, funding and advocacy

for assets that resist censorship by unblocking censored sites, printing news, speaking out on social

49 End Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists - European Centre for Press and Media Freedom, accessed 28.1.2024

48 Restricting NGOs - From pushback to accommodation, page 2, accessed 28.1.2024
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media, etc. by NGOs, protection of people providing information as well as treaties and laws

implemented to keep journalists safe and able to report on current topics. Resolutions drafted with the

thought of current events and struggles with a focus on journalist safety and harsher sanctions for treaty

violations would be a start to ensuring the press' freedom in wartime. Although there are treaties and

laws in effect, these could be expanded upon to be more relevant to the specific protection of journalists

in war zones.50

Global treaties and laws that limit censorship and state-owned media need to be enforced by the

United Nations by bringing it up with governments as a way to limit the propaganda that gets created

during times of conflict. The UN should also take a stance on information warfare and how in today's

world, it can be a powerful weapon to spread distrust and propaganda. A stance recognising information

warfare as a threat to press freedom and a means of hostile force or recognising its current use and the51

consequences of it around the world.

Enhanced education on the importance of the press in times of conflict

People should be further educated on the importance of the press during wartime. The United

Nations could support existing NGOs and non-profit organisations whose mission is to provide resources

for people to avoid falling victim to propaganda as well as providing education on how media can be

used for or against them. Ways of support from the UN would be funding, political influence as well as

co-operation.

The education could be in the form of courses provided by NGOs, media campaigns, or special

events for those at risk of being manipulated by misinformation. The goal would be to get people to

realise how the media, depending on where and when it was published, can distort, leave out, or be

biassed to use the information to their advantage. Independent journalists should be promoted and news

organisations should be made aware of the impact that neutral and objective journalism can have in

times of conflict as well as possible punishments by the UN for intentionally spreading misinformation in

times of conflict.

Funding and protection of independent journalists in areas of conflict by the United Nations

The United Nations could form a fund that would support journalists at risk while reporting on

issues in areas of conflict. The sending of supplies, funding, and providing anything the journalists may

51 Information Warfare, accessed 28.1.2024

50 THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION TO ENSURE THE INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION OF
JOURNALISTS IN NON-INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICTS, Zeyad M.S. Jaffa - page 7, accessed 28.1.2024
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need in areas of conflict would be possible through the fund. Many independent journalists , whose52

contribution to the press is indisputable, struggle to safely report on conflicts.

A resolution could be drafted in which all United Nations members would agree to create a fund

whose purpose would be to provide any form of support to independent news organisations working in

areas of armed conflict. The fund providing support for independent news organisations along with the53

protection of independent forms of media from global treaties could make sure that people can stay well

informed during wartime and that journalists can continue to provide accurate information on conflicts

without bias.
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