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Introduction

A marriage where one or both sides are under 18 years of age is considered a child marriage. It
is stated in the International Declaration of Human Rights that only people of age shall be entitled to
marry." Child marriage is considered a human rights violation and therefore many NGOs and countries
fight to end it as it rarely has any positive impact in any way on the victims’ lives.? Child marriage affects
children’s lives in multiple different ways, such as their health and education. Marrying underage is a

huge global issue and even though both genders are affected by it, especially girls are at great risk.

Studies show that 20 per cent of girls globally and in developing countries 36 per cent have
gotten married underage. Marrying underage often leads to pregnancy, where the carrier faces hard

complications due to their young age.?

Child marriage often turns out to be a multi-generational problem. Girls who marry underage
often face financial problems and domestic violence later in life, which might turn out to be a tradition
hard to discontinue. Marriage might also be a solution to the child’s family’s poor financial situation, but

often it will not solve the problem and only encourages the situation to get worse.*

Definition of Key Terms

Child bride

Anyone who married underage, including those who are currently over 18 but were married

before that.

1

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UN) accessed 16.12.2023
2 Child marriage and personal laws in South Asia (Center for Reproductive Rights) accessed 5.1.2024

? Child marriage (United Nations Population Fund) accessed 16.12.2023

* Child marriage - Child marriage threatens the lives, well-being and futures of girls around the world (UNICEF)
accessed 16.12.2023
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https://www.unicef.org/protection/child-marriage
https://www.unfpa.org/child-marriage
https://www.reproductiverights.org/sites/crr.civicactions.net/files/documents/ChildMarriage_PersonalLaw_7.7.14.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2021/03/udhr.pdf
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Child marriage

A legalised marriage where one or both parties are under 18 years of age.® Child marriages are

always forced marriages.®
Female genital mutilation (FGM)

A process where a woman's genitals are fully or partially removed. Female genital mutilation is
not a medical procedure. There are four different categories of female genital mutilation but all are
gender-based violence mostly done to young girls between the ages of 0 and 15. Female genital
mutilation causes the victim severe pain and other harm, even death. Genital mutilation is sometimes the

first step in getting the girl married off.’
Forced marriage

A legalised marriage where one or both parties have not given their full approval to it.?
Polygamy

A marriage with more than two parties.’

Wahaya

A woman is sold to a man as a “fifth wife” as Islamic law only allows men to have four wives and
as many unofficial fifth wives as they would like—a common practice in Niger and Nigeria. Wahayas are

treated inhumanely and slave-like. They face both sexual and physical violence.™

Explanation of the Question

The Question of Child and Forced Marriages is a worldwide issue. About 640 million women alive
in 2023 were married underage. Conflicts such as wars, pandemics, and natural disasters often hurt

those who are already in a more delicate situation for example financially. These people are often

® Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UN) accessed 16.12.2023

® Child and forced marriage, including in humanitarian settings (UN Human Rights office of the high commissioner)
accessed 26.12.2023

7 Female genital mutilation (WHO) accessed 29.12.2023

8 Child and forced marriage, including in humanitarian settings (UN Human Rights office of the high commissioner)
accessed 26.12.2023

? Polygamy (Britannica) accessed 5.1.2024
10 WAHAYA: Domestic and sexual slavery in Niger (Anti-Slavery) accessed 25.12.2023
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https://www.antislavery.org/reports/wahaya-domestic-and-sexual-slavery-in-niger/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/polygamy-marriage
https://www.ohchr.org/en/women/child-and-forced-marriage-including-humanitarian-settings
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/female-genital-mutilation
https://www.ohchr.org/en/women/child-and-forced-marriage-including-humanitarian-settings
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2021/03/udhr.pdf
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children and women. 20 countries with the most 20 to 24 years old women that were married underage
by percentage are Niger, the Central African Republic, Chad, Mali, Mozambique, Burkina Faso, South
Sudan, Bangladesh, Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritania, Somalia, Suriname,

Nicaragua, Sudan, Uganda, and Honduras in that order."

Even though child marriages happen all around the globe, it is more common in some places
than others. Girls in South Asia are at the greatest risk as 290 million girls were married underage as of
2023, followed by Sub-Saharan Africa with 127 million and East Asia and the Pacific with 95 million."

Global distribution of the number of girls and women first married or in union before age 18, by region

Eastern Europe and

Central Asia Other regions
]
Middle East and 20M (3%) 13M (2%)
North Africa
37TM (6%)

Latin America and
the Caribbean
58M (9%)

i South Asia
East Asia and
the Pacific 290M (45%)
95M (15%)

Sub-Saharan Africa
127M (20%)

Note: Values do not sum to total due to rounding.
Source: United Nations Children’s Fund, Is an End to Child Marriage within Reach? Latest trends and future prospects. 2023
edition, UNICEF, New York, 2023.

Graph depicting the number of underage girls who were first married in different regions.13

Convention on the Rights of the Child is a convention made to ensure that all children are treated
well." 190 United Nations member countries have ratified the convention which forbids child marriages,
however not all of these countries have national laws that protect children. It is also possible that such

laws exist, but they may be superseded by other laws.

“Qiﬂimmdﬁ_Aﬂ_ag (Girls Not Brides) accessed 6.1.2024
12 Is an End to Child Marriage within Reach? (UNICEF) accessed 30.12.2023
13 Is an End to Child Marriage within Reach? (UNICEF) accessed 30.12.2023
* Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN) accessed 1.1.2024
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https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/crc.pdf
https://data.unicef.org/resources/is-an-end-to-child-marriage-within-reach/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/is-an-end-to-child-marriage-within-reach/
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/learning-resources/child-marriage-atlas/atlas/
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When children lack the right to refuse marriage, typically, their parents have the ultimate
authority. The parents might not understand what negative consequences could follow when an
underaged child marries, due to factors such as lack of education.' A child marriage can be seen as a
way to protect the child. The marriage can also be a tradition and the family desires to conform to
community norms by adhering to this tradition. A poor financial situation is also a motive to get the
daughter or son married underage as it might include money or some other exchange. Even if not so, the
absence of one child might deeply help the family’s financial situation as there is one person less to feed,

house, and other ways to care for.

Conflicts increase the risk of getting married early. For example in Yemen and Sudan, the
prevalence of child marriages has grown by 20 per cent'® as both are currently experiencing civil wars
with the conflict in Yemen commencing in 2015,"” and the one in Sudan commencing in 2023."® In armed
conflicts, women frequently encounter sexual violence, including incidents of rape and other forms of
sexual harassment. Families might force their daughters to marry to prevent this because they believe
that it would be safer when they have a husband who takes care of them. It is also possible that girls get

married off to soldiers wishing to get supplies or other help in the strife."

In some cases puberty is seen as a sign of readiness for marriage.?’ For girls, this includes
getting their first period. Periods obstruct girls from going to school as they might not have the
appropriate products such as pads or tampons. The schools might not have running water either, which
makes handling periods even harder. When girls face reduced access to education, parents often
question the value of sending them to school. When a girl stops going to school, she is often considered
ready for marriage as she is now only a financial burden to her family. Puberty might increase fear in the
families of girls, who may worry about their safety at school, as sexual harassment and other forms of
violence may be more challenging to avoid compared to their households. Therefore, they might think
that a forced marriage could be a better option.?’ Research shows that providing girls with sanitary
products during their menstrual periods can contribute to their school attendance, and by ensuring

access to such products, child marriages can be prevented, allowing education to remain a viable option.
22

Many child marriages follow religious traditions. Some people might have personal laws that they
follow and no one stops them from following them. For instance, people can follow the Muslim or Jewish

law that allows marriage long before the age of eighteen which is the legal age in all global human rights

15 5 Surprising Reasons Why Child Marriage Happens (PLAN International) accessed 1.1.2024
16 Why it happens (Girls not Brides) accessed 1.1.2024

7 Yemen (European Commission) accessed 1.1.2024

18 Sudan conflict: ‘Our lives have become a piece of hell’ (BBC) accessed 1.1.2024

19 Child marriage in armed conflict (International Review of the Red Cross) accessed 1.1.2024

20 Towards Ending Child Marriage (UNICEF) accessed 3.1.2024

21 Periods and child marriage: what is the link? (Girls Not Brides) accessed 3.1.2024

22 Sanitary Pad Interventions for Girls' Education in Ghana: A Pilot Study (Plos One) accessed 3.1.2024
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https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0048274
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/articles/periods-child-marriage-link/
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Towards-Ending-Child-Marriage-report-2021.pdf
https://international-review.icrc.org/articles/child-marriage-armed-conflict
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67438018
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/where/middle-east-and-northern-africa/yemen_en
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/about-child-marriage/why-child-marriage-happens/
https://plancanada.ca/en-ca/stories/5-surprising-reasons-why-child-marriage-happens
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treaties. For example, Jewish law allows girls to get married when they reach puberty. When international
laws allow freedom of religion for all, they do not accept using religion as a reason to break other human

rights laws.?®

Child marriages are not always agreed on between two people. Children might also be forced to
marry into a polygamous union. This might cause a lot of inequality inside the family. The husband might
also choose younger wives as the later wives.?* Therefore it is also possible that young children,
especially girls are in marriages as sex slaves.?® There might also be situations where the first marriage
is forced and the husband wants more wives that he chooses himself. Therefore polygamy urges

towards marrying underage. In Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Nepal this is often the case.?

Most of the world's child marriages happen in South Asia.?” About 25 per cent of women in South
Asia got married underage® and about 45 per cent of the world’s underage brides live there. South
Asia’s high number of child marriages originates from poor financial status. However, the area has also
made significant process in reducing child marriage over the last few years. Child marriage is
significantly more common for girls in Southern Asia. Girls often face difficulties attending school
because of the lack of food and shelter due to poorness. They end up marrying underage as a way to get
help. Girls who marry early in South Asia often live in the countryside. Most of the child brides of South
Asia live in India, followed by Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and

Maldives.?

The COVID-19 pandemic put many children and women at a higher risk of their human rights
being violated. The pandemic affected and still especially affects girls’ lives. Many girls’ health,
education, and economic status were weakened by the pandemic as getting access to education
became harder due to schools being closed. As a result, child marriages have become more common. It
has been studied that over the next 10 years, 10 million girls will be at a pitfall for getting married
underage caused by COVID-19.%

Marrying whilst underage may also result in early pregnancy. Pregnancy as an adolescent often
causes serious harm to the girl such as infections. Underage pregnancies can also hurt the baby who
might end up being born underweight. Adolescent mothers not only have unready bodies to carry the

baby but often do not also have the resources to care for the baby. Approximately 1.5 out of 1000

23 Child marriage and personal laws in South Asia (Center for Reproductive Rights) accessed 5.1.2024

2* Child marriage and other harmful practices: A Desk Review of Evidence from South Asia (United Nations Population
Fund) accessed 30.12.2023
5 My life as a 'fifth wife' in Niger: The woman who fought her enslaver in court and won (BBC) accessed 25.12.2023

%6 Child marriage and other harmful practices: A Desk Review of Evidence from South Asia (United Nations Population
Fund) accessed 30.12.2023

%7 Is an End to Child Marriage within Reach? (UNICEF) accessed 30.12.2023

%8 A profile of child marriage in South Asia (UNICEF) accessed 5.1.2024

9 A profile of child marriage in South Asia (UNICEF) accessed 5.1.2024

30 COVID-19: A threat to progress against child marriage (UNICEF) accessed 1.1.2024
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https://data.unicef.org/resources/covid-19-a-threat-to-progress-against-child-marriage/
https://www.unicef.org/rosa/reports/profile-child-marriage-south-asia
https://www.unicef.org/rosa/reports/profile-child-marriage-south-asia
https://data.unicef.org/resources/is-an-end-to-child-marriage-within-reach/
https://asiapacific.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/child_marriage_and_other_harmful_practices_unfpa_apro_and_unicef_rosa_2020.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-63792629
https://asiapacific.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/child_marriage_and_other_harmful_practices_unfpa_apro_and_unicef_rosa_2020.pdf
https://www.reproductiverights.org/sites/crr.civicactions.net/files/documents/ChildMarriage_PersonalLaw_7.7.14.pdf
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women birthed a baby between the ages of 10 and 14. The largest number was in Sub-Saharan Africa
with 4.6 out of 1000.%'

Key Member States and NGOs Involved and Their Views

Afghanistan

Taliban took over Afghanistan in August 2021. From there on, women’s and girls’ rights have had
a significant decrease due to the Taliban’s strict following of Islamic law. Many think that it is better to
force daughters to marry someone underage rather than risk that the Taliban may force them to get

married to a soldier of the organisation. It is also a significant help to the uncertain financial situation.

There have been numerous cases where young girls are forced to marry much older men.*? This
has been happening even before the Taliban’s takeover but nowadays marrying daughters to get money
has become even more common. The number of suicides has also increased as women and girls find it

a better solution than a forced marriage where they might encounter domestic and/or sexual violence.

Taliban soldiers have been reported to have even married multiple underage girls. This is
happening with the people in power’s consent: the spokesperson for the Ministry of Promotion of Virtue
and Prevention of Vice in Afghanistan Sadiq Akif stated in 2022 that a girl can be sent off to a marriage

as soon as she hits puberty.®

31 Adolescent pregnancy (WHO) accessed 7.1.2024

32 Afshan
leerty) accessed 4 1 2024
33 T'll be sacrificed’: The lost and sold daughters of Afghanistan (Aljazeera) accessed 4.1.2024

aliban (Radio Free Europe/Radio
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https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2022/8/14/ill-be-sacrificed-the-lost-and-sold-daughters-of-afghanistan
https://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-early-marriage-avoid-taliban/32157525.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescent-pregnancy
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'
Sahel ARMAN [AFP)

Group of Afghan brides in a mass wedding in Kabul, Afghanistan's capital.*

Amnesty International

Amnesty International works in multiple countries to make sure human rights are followed. One of
their campaigns is ‘Write for Rights’ where people worldwide write letters to get people out of prison
sentences for crimes they did not commit or crimes that aren’t crimes in global human rights treaties. In
2015 one of these Write for Rights targets was Burkina Faso, specifically canceling child marriage and
developing girls’ rights there. It worked as the country took action on the theme.*® In Burkina Faso, over
50 per cent of the children get married before turning 18 so this was much needed to protect human

rights.®

Central African Republic

The problem of child marriages affects both sexes in the Central African Republic. 61 per cent of
all children of the Central African Republic marry underage and 26 per cent before the age of 15.%” The

legal age to marry is 18, but dispensations may be made by the Public Prosecutor.*® Therefore, anyone

4.1. 2024

“Ih:;MaﬂanngimmmemuMamagmnﬁlﬂiA&uthﬂ&dd (Amnesty International) accessed 4.1.2024
%7 Child marriage in Central African Republic (Girls Not Brides) accessed 29.12.2023
% Central African Republic: Marriage Registration (UNICEF) accessed 29.12.2023
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https://data.unicef.org/crvs/central-african-republic/
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/learning-resources/child-marriage-atlas/atlas/central-african-republic/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/updates/the-devastating-impact-of-child-marriage-on-girls-around-the-world/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2016/03/write-for-rights-thank-you/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2016/03/write-for-rights-thank-you/
https://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-early-marriage-avoid-taliban/32157525.html
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can get legally married at any age. The Central African Republic has not set up any plans or such to

discontinue its laws that are human rights violations.

The Central African Republic has the world’s largest number of males marrying underage.*® 27.9
per cent of males in the Central African Republic are married before the age of eighteen. It is the only

nation in the world where the percentage of males marrying too early goes above 20.

The Central African Republic has the second-highest percentage of girls getting married
underage.*’ 26 per cent are married before the age of 15 and 61 per cent are married before the age of
18. As usual, child marriage is the result of gender-based inequality. Women are seen as weaker than

men by most of the population so the traditions continue.

24 per cent of women aged 15-49 have had their genitals mutilated in the Central African
Republic.*' Genital mutilation has not been proven to have any health benefits and therefore is only
gender-based violence. Genital mutilation is sometimes seen as readiness for marriage despite the girl’s

age. ¥

Human Rights Watch

The Human Rights Watch has done work in multiple countries such as Chad, India, Saudi Arabia,
and Uganda regarding child marriage. They have also unravelled multiple different ideas on how to
reduce children’s forced marriage and aim to ban it everywhere. The Human Rights Watch encourages
the education of those in power about violence towards girls and women and its negative effects in
today’s society. They also focus on healthcare as it has a great impact on how girls see themselves and

therefore their future.*®

India

One-third of the world’s child brides live in India. 23 per cent of all women in India were married
before turning 18. For boys, the number is lower but still not nonexistent; the rate is 2.6 per cent.
However, the number of child marriages varies hugely in different areas of India. In some parts of the
country, 40 per cent of girls are married off before their 18th birthday and in some parts, the same
number is 1 per cent. Marrying underage is illegal in India but there are loopholes in the national laws so

it can continue to happen.

% It's not just girls — one in 30 young men were married as children (The Guardian) accessed 29.12.2023

*0 Child marriage among boys: a global overview of available data (Taylor & Francis Online) accessed 29.12.2023
* Child marriage in Central African Republic (Girls Not Brides) accessed 29.12.2023

*2 Female genital mutilation (WHO) accessed 29.12.2023
3 Q & A: Child Marriage and Violations of Girls' Rights (Human Rights Watch) accessed 4.1.2024
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/06/14/q-child-marriage-and-violations-girls-rights#6
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/female-genital-mutilation
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/learning-resources/child-marriage-atlas/atlas/central-african-republic/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17450128.2019.1566584
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jun/07/its-not-just-girls-one-in-30-young-men-were-married-as-children
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The role of girls and women in Indian society is considered a lot worse than boys and men.
Fathers want to marry off their daughters early due to this and sometimes agree to marriage before the
daughter is born. The daughter’s chastity is often important for the father and therefore they want the
marriage to happen early. As men are responsible for taking care of the family, daughters are usually
seen as a burden rather than an important part of the family. Therefore many invest in just their sons’

educations and try to find husbands for their daughters.*

In India, girls are usually married at 14 to 16 years old. Older girls are usually sent to their new
husbands’ houses immediately after the marriage is signed, while younger girls under 13 years old move

in with their new husbands later.*®

Niger

Niger has the world’s highest number of child marriages. In Niger, approximately 76 per cent of
girls are married before the age of 18 and approximately 28 per cent are married by the age of 15. There

are also underage boys getting married, but the percentage is much lower, the rate being 6.

There are many reasons why marrying early is still common in Niger. Niger is not an equal
country for all genders, which is the key reason that the problem is still ongoing. Many Nigeriens believe
that women should be treated worse than men and are not willing to change their way of thinking as this
has been going on for decades. Women for example face physical and sexual violence due to their

gender and marriage can be seen as a protective mechanism which it rarely is.

Girls that are refugees or displaced in Niger are in an extremely abysmal situation as they have a
higher chance of marrying much older men. These men sometimes abandon their wives after marrying,

the girls being left vulnerable.

Polygamy is legal in Niger. Men are allowed to have 4 wives and as many “fifth wives” (wahayas)
as they like. Child brides are usually second or later wives, but being a wahaya often means a slave-like
situation.*® They are bought for sex, working and caring for the other wives’ children. Fifth wives are

treated badly and might have a hard time getting food and other necessities.*’

** Child marriage in India (Girls Not Brides) accessed 3.1.2024

*5 Child marriage in India (PLAN International) accessed 3.1.2024

*6 Child marriage in Niger (Girls Not Brides) accessed 25.12.2023

*7 My life as a 'fifth wife' in Niger: The woman who fought her enslaver in court and won (BBC) accessed 25.12.2023
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-63792629
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/learning-resources/child-marriage-atlas/atlas/niger/
https://plan-international.org/publications/child-marriage-in-india/
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/learning-resources/child-marriage-atlas/regions-and-countries/india/
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People’s Republic of China

3 per cent of Chinese women get married before the age of 18 despite it being illegal in the
nation. This is the result of an unequal way of thinking that men are better compared to women. There

haven't been statistics about men getting married underage in China.*®

Bride trafficking is a large problem in the People’s Republic of China.** Chinese men find it hard
to find wives due to the one-child policy which was in effect between 1980 and 2016. The one-child
policy was the Chinese government’s way of responding to the country’s fast population growth. The
one-child policy restrained most Chinese families so that they could only have one child. Some minorities
were an exception. Due to the policy, people went on birth control against their will and were forcefully
sterilized. Many abortions were also forced. Boys were more preferred than girls, resulting in China’s
ratio between the two sexes not being in balance. Nowadays Chinese families can have up to 3 children.
%0 In 2019 there were 30 to 40 million more men than women in the People’s Republic of China. As
Chinese men find it hard to get wives, some families choose to traffic women and underage girls from

various countries, such as Myanmar and North Korea.®'

UNICEF

UNICEF is an NGO to protect children, especially in conflicts such as war or natural disasters.*?
They also work tightly to end child marriage by changing both the children’s lives and the community’s
way of thinking. UNICEF created the Global Programme to End Child Marriage in 2030 in cooperation
with UNFPA. %3

United States of America

The United States of America does not have enough laws that prohibit underage people from
marrying. Between the years 2000 and 2018, over 300 000 underaged people got married in the United
States of America. Most of them were girls. Girls that are married off underage are about 15 to 16 years

of age but there have been cases where the victims have been younger, some being only 10 years old.>*

The problem is the United States’ laws. There are only 9 states out of 50 where marrying
underage is illegal in all situations: Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, New

York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont®® and Michigan. This has not been for long though. Delaware

48

Child marriage in China (Girls Not Brides) accessed 30.12.2023
* China’s Bride Trafficking Problem (Human Rights Watch) accessed 30.12.2023

* One-child policy: Chinese government program (Britannica) accessed 30.12.2023
> China’s Bride Trafficking Problem (Human Rights Watch) accessed 30.12.2023

*2 Child protection - Every child has the right to live free from violence, exploitation and abuse (UNICEF) accessed
22.12.2023

>3 Child marriage (UNICEF) accessed 7.1.2024

>* United States’ Child Marriage Problem (Unchained at last) accessed 3.1.2024

** Child Marriage In The United States (Equality Now) accessed 3.1.2024
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https://equalitynow.org/learn_more_child_marriage_us/
https://www.unchainedatlast.org/united-states-child-marriage-problem-study-findings-april-2021/
https://www.unicef.org/protection/child-marriage
https://www.unicef.org/protection
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/10/31/chinas-bride-trafficking-problem
https://www.britannica.com/topic/one-child-policy
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/10/31/chinas-bride-trafficking-problem
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/learning-resources/child-marriage-atlas/regions-and-countries/china/
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was the first state to ban underage marriage completely in 2018. The United States for instance does not

have an age limit for seeking a visa for a fiancé moving from abroad. A child’s guardians can also agree

to a marriage for them without the child’s consent.®®

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

December 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights

September 1990 Convention on the Rights of the Child

December 1993 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women

May 2011 Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence

against women and domestic violence

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December 1948

Convention on the Rights of the Child, 2 September 1990

Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, 20 December 1993

Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and
domestic violence, 11 May 2011

General Assembly Resolution: Strengthening efforts to prevent and eliminate child, early and

forced marriage: challenges, achievements, best practices and implementation gaps (from 25
September 2013) A/HRC/RES/24/23

General Assembly Resolution: Strengthening efforts to prevent and eliminate child, early and
forced marriage (from 2 July 2015) A/IHRC/RES/29/8

General Assembly Resolution: Child, early and forced marriage in humanitarian settings (from 22
June 2017) A/IHRC/RES/35/16

General Assembly Resolution: Child, early and forced marriage: ending and preventing forced
marriage (from 13 July 2023) A/HRC/RES/53/23

Possible Solutions

Solving the Question of Child and Forced Marriages is a difficult task. Even though resolutions,

treaties and such have been made, some countries still choose to ignore them.

%6 Child marriage is still legal in most of the U.S. Here's why. (The Hill) accessed 4.1.2024
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Sustainable development goals were introduced in 2015, which aim to develop the world in
different sectors concerning poverty, climate change, and education by 2030. Child marriage is a part of

many of the goals because not all of them can be achieved if child marriage traditions continue.®’

UNICEF and the United Nations Population Fund have developed a program called
UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to End Child Marriage. One of the sustainable development goals’
pursuits is to end harmful traditions and practices. This program is a great help in that. UNFPA-UNICEF
Global Programme to End Child Marriage has already achieved a lot. As a result of their work with girls
who were or are at risk of getting married off underage, 1.2 million stayed or returned to school and 21
million got educated about their sexual health and rights. Between the years of 2016 and 2030,
UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to End Child Marriage, UNFPA and UNICEF shift their help
specifically to 12 countries which are Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, India, Mozambique,

Nepal, Niger, Sierra Leone, Uganda, Yemen, and Zambia.*®

Education plays a big role when discussing child marriage. It has been studied that girls who
have no education at all have much higher chances of marrying underage than those who have gone to
school. Being in school also decreases the risk of girls quitting their educational journey due to their
parents' wishes. Support is necessary to make sure that all students stay in school and get a good
education.* Whether it comes down to period products, uniforms, or travel costs, the right to education is
a human right and belongs to everyone regardless of their gender.®® To ensure that all have access to
education, countries should make legislations to ensure it. This kind of legislation would make sure that if
children find that their rights are being violated by plans to marry underage or even marrying underage,

they have laws that protect them.®’

It is important to notice that a child’s education on child marriages is insufficient if their parents
lack even the most fundamental knowledge. When it comes to child marriages the parents or the
community is generally in charge of everything. They choose when the child marries and who the child
marries.®? The child’s close ones might also choose to mutilate a girl’s genitals to expedite the process of
getting her married off.%® Therefore to eliminate all forms of child marriage globally the focus should also
be placed on communities. When their attitudes change, it helps the children who are endangered to

marry early.®*

57

The Sustainable Development Goals and child marriage (Girls Not Brides) accessed 5.1.2023

*8 Phase 11l Summary Narrative - UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to End Child Marriage (United Nations Population
Fund) accessed 6.1.2024

*? Solutions to End Child Marriage (International Center for Research on Women) accessed 6.1.2024
% The right to education (UNESCO) accessed 6.1.2024

61 Legal action on the right to education (UNESCO) accessed 6.1.2024

%2 Solutions to End Child Marriage (International Center for Research on Women) accessed 6.1.2024
%3 Female genital mutilation (WHO) accessed 29.12.2023

6 Solutions to End Child Marriage (International Center for Research on Women) accessed 6.1.2024
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Those who are at the greatest risk of getting married underage generally come from poor
conditions. Otherwise, situations where children are forced to marry off due to it helping families’ and
communities’ financial statuses, can keep happening.®® Selling a daughter or son for money is not only a

human rights violation®, but it can also lead to mental health problems.®’

Globally, girls are often patronised as many countries if not all harbour misogynistic entities and
similar attitudes.®® Even though both genders are affected by child marriage, it is more common for girls
and they often face the most negative sides of it. Therefore to solve the problem, focus should be drawn

toward the root cause of it which is ending misogyny.

When trying to end child marriage following other countries' examples is important. Norway,
Malawi, Indonesia,®® and Finland’® changed their laws so that child marriage is completely illegal. This

may encourage other countries to take action on the topic as well.
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