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Introduction

The situation in Ukraine is a grave one and has been going on since the start of the current

conflict initiated by Russia in 2022. In the beginning of the invasion that began the current situation,1 2

Vladimir Putin declared that Russia's goal was to “demilitarise and denazify” Ukraine without occupying

the territory or imposing anything by force. The build-up to the current situation had been going on for3 4

years now. Putin also made claims, vowing to protect people from years of Ukrainian bullying and

genocide, which there has been no evidence of. 5

The ongoing conflict concerns the whole world, as many countries in Europe and around the

world support Ukraine by providing financial aid, weaponry, and humanitarian aid. Many countries such

as Poland and Germany have also offered refuge for those fleeing the war.6 7

Millions of civilians living in Ukraine have been put in a situation where their access to food, water

and other essential supplies is very limited or nonexistent. Schools and hospitals, among other civilian8

infrastructure, have been met with catastrophic damage. In 2022, the destruction of water sources alone

left millions of people without sufficient access to clean water or sanitation.9

As often happens in crisis settings, the conflict has exacerbated existing issues such as gender

inequality. The women and girls of Ukraine have been faced with severe impacts raging from10

gender-based violence and heightened trafficking rates to rising poverty levels and the loss of crucial

10 UNWomen In Focus: War in Ukraine is a crisis for women and girls Accessed 21.1.2024

9 UNICEF 1.4 million people without running water across war-affected eastern Ukraine Accessed 21.1.2024

8 International Rescue Committee (IRC) Ukraine war: What are the impacts on the world today? Accessed 7.1.2024

7 Visit Ukraine Common struggle: which countries are helping Ukraine during the war Accessed 7.1.2024

6 Kiel Institute Ukraine Support Tracker Accessed 7.1.2024

5 BBC Ukraine war: President Putin speech fact-checked Accessed 7.1.2024

4 House of Commons Library Conflict in Ukraine: A timeline (current conflict, 2022 - present) Accessed 7.1.2024

3 BBC Has Putin's war failed and what does Russia want from Ukraine? Accessed 7.1.2024

2 UN News Ukraine Accessed 7.1.2024

1 House of Commons Library Conflict in Ukraine: A timeline (2014 - eve of 2022 invasion) Accessed 7.1.2024
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https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/in-focus/2022/03/in-focus-war-in-ukraine-is-a-crisis-for-women-and-girls
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/14-million-people-without-running-water-across-war-affected-eastern-ukraine
https://www.rescue.org/article/ukraine-war-what-are-impacts-world-today
https://visitukraine.today/blog/2029/common-struggle-which-countries-are-helping-ukraine-during-the-war
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/topics/war-against-ukraine/ukraine-support-tracker/#:~:text=Ukraine%20now%20increasingly%20relies%20on,as%20F%2D16%20fighter%20jets
https://www.bbc.com/news/64718139
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9847/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-56720589
https://news.un.org/en/focus/ukraine#:~:text=Russia's%20invasion%20of%20Ukraine%2C%20in,in%20our%20increasingly%20multipolar%20world
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9476/
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livelihoods. Disrupted support networks and extremely stretched resources have made women and girls

vulnerable to traffickers who are ready to exploit the crisis.

The Question of the Situation in Ukraine is a very important and extremely current one, as well as

an incredibly complex one when it comes to trying to solve it. The ongoing conflict has affected the lives

of millions of people and so has led to millions of displaced persons and refugees. The war has had a11

horrific impact on the citizens of the country, as well as a major effect on other issues such as the global

hunger crisis. Ukraine has been one of the largest grain exporters in the world, and due to the war has

been unable to export its grain through the primary shipping routes which has led countries reliant on the

grain to suffer as a consequence. This is just one of the many impacts of the war throughout the world.12

13

Definition of Key Terms

War crimes

Acts that violate the international rules of war are classified as war crimes. They are defined by

international customary law and treaties. Anyone accountable for these crimes can be held responsible

for their wrongdoings, no matter how much time has passed since the crime was committed. For14

example, when it comes to the situation in Ukraine, those carrying out unlawful violence and threats

against civilians are responsible for war crimes.15

Crimes against peace

Crimes against peace can involve the planning, preparation, initiation, waging or participation in a

plan or conspiracy in relation to a war of aggression; this only in relation to international armed conflict.

The crime would be most likely committed by individuals in high positions of power, for example the ones

representing a State or an entity of the sort. Russia’s constant violations and actions toward Ukraine can

be defined as crimes against peace.16

Atrocity crimes

16 European Union Agency for Asylum 6.2.1. Crime against peace, war crime, or crime against humanity Accessed
7.1.2024

15 Britannica War crime | History, Examples, & International Rules Accessed 7.1.2024

14 UNWar Crimes Accessed 7.1.2024

13 AP News Global impact: 5 ways war in Ukraine has changed the world Accessed 21.1.2024

12 International Rescue Committee (IRC) Ukraine war: What are the impacts on the world today? Accessed 7.1.2024

11 World Vision Ukraine crisis: Facts, FAQs, and how to help Accessed 7.1.2024

Research Report | Page 2 of 16

https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria/621-crime-against-peace-war-crime-or-crime-against-humanity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/war-crime
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/war-crimes.shtml
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-5-things-c183ddfe6c140393464d3e0c3828c328
https://www.rescue.org/article/ukraine-war-what-are-impacts-world-today#:~:text=The%20war%20in%20Ukraine%20has%20an%20obvious%20impact%20on%20those,catastrophic%20impacts%20throughout%20the%20world
https://www.worldvision.org/disaster-relief-news-stories/ukraine-crisis-facts-faqs-and-how-to-help#:~:text=crisis%20in%20Ukraine%3F-,Fast%20facts%3A%20Ukraine%20crisis,abroad%20as%20of%20January%202024
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Atrocity crimes consist of three categories which include war crimes, crimes against humanity,

and genocide. Atrocity crimes have been considered the most serious crimes against humankind. 17

Crimes against humanity

Crimes against humanity can involve either violence on a large scale in relation to the amount of

victims or extending over a broad area geographically, or as a part of a wider plan or policy. Crimes

against humanity differ from war crimes in the way that they are typically carried out by a state or

organisation, and can even be committed during peacetime. The definition of the acts rules out

individual, random acts of violence; as the crimes consist of organised harm, affecting many people or

covering a large area.18

Genocide

Genocide is defined as actions committed with the intent to destroy specific groups of people.

International law has prohibited genocide, so even if a country has not officially signed the Genocide

Convention it applies. Russia’s actions towards Ukraine have been labeled by some as genocide.19 20

Explanation of the Question

By February 2022, Western defence analysts had estimated that there were as many as 190,000

Russian troops circling Ukraine. Western leaders consulted with the president of Ukraine, Volodymyr

Zelensky as well as Putin in an effort to prevent the Russian invasion which at that point started to seem

inevitable. Putin issued demands, such as influencing expansion of the North Atlantic Treaty

Organisation (NATO) and restricting NATO forces. The proposals were flatly denied, because in effect

the demands would have removed the NATO security umbrella from Baltic states as well as eastern and

southern Europe. Then, on February 24th 2022, Vladimir Putin declared a “special military operation”21

and Russian troops invaded Ukraine.22

22 House of Commons Library Research Briefing: Conflict in Ukraine: A timeline (current conflict, 2022-present)
Accessed 7.1.2024

21 Britannica Ukraine - Russian Invasion, Crimea, Conflict Accessed 7.1.2024

20 UN United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect Accessed 7.1.2024

19 UN The Convention On The Prevention And Punishment Of The Crime Of Genocide (1948) Accessed 7.1.2024

18 UN Crimes Against Humanity Accessed 7.1.2024

17 Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect Defining the Four Mass Atrocity Crimes Accessed 7.1.2024
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https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9847/CBP-9847.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ukraine/The-Russian-invasion-of-Ukraine
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/genocide.shtml
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/Genocide%20Convention-FactSheet-ENG.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/crimes-against-humanity.shtml
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/defining-the-four-mass-atrocity-crimes/
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Ukrainian troops responding to a Russian rocket attack on a shopping mall in Kyiv, Ukraine, March 21, 202223

Before the 2022 invasion, there had already been eight years of conflict between Ukrainian

Government forces and Russia-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine. Until its dissolution in 1991,

Ukraine was a part of the Soviet Union; the historical entanglements between Ukraine and Russia date

back centuries. The Soviet legacy has left political, cultural and economic connections between the two

countries and cultures. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Ukraine’s move towards independence24 25

has been a great source of tension between the two countries. Russia has viewed Ukraine as a part26 27

of its historical sphere of influence but Ukraine seeks to assert its national identity and sovereignty as an

independent country.28

Russia has seen Ukraine's desire to move closer to the European Union and NATO as a threat to

its influence in the region and clearly opposes Ukraine’s integration into Western institutions. Russia29

sees Western encroachment, especially from the European Union and the United States as meddling in

the traditional sphere of influence they feel they have over Ukraine. Western sanctions against Russia in

response to its actions in Ukraine further strain the relations. Russia has seemingly been concerned30 31

31 Economics Observatory Ukraine: what’s the global economic impact of Russia’s invasion? Accessed 7.1.2024

30 European Commission EU sanctions against Russia following the invasion of Ukraine Accessed 7.1.2024

29 Centre for European Reform Ukraine fatigue: Bad for Kyiv, bad for the West Accessed 7.1.2024

28 Council on Foreign Relations Ukraine: Conflict at the Crossroads of Europe and Russia Accessed 7.1.2024

27 Al Jazeera Ukrainians express fear and hope as Russia’s war rages on Independence Day Accessed 7.1.2024

26 JSTOR Borders of Identity: Ukraine's Political and Cultural Significance for Russia Accessed 7.1.2024

25 CSIS Russia’s War in Ukraine: Identity, History, and Conflict Accessed 7.1.2024

24 National Geographic Russia and Ukraine: the tangled history that connects—and divides—them Accessed 7.1.2024

23 Britannica Ukraine - Russian Invasion, Crimea, Conflict Accessed 7.1.2024
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https://www.economicsobservatory.com/ukraine-whats-the-global-economic-impact-of-russias-invasion
https://eu-solidarity-ukraine.ec.europa.eu/eu-sanctions-against-russia-following-invasion-ukraine_en
https://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2023/ukraine-fatigue-bad-kyiv-bad-west
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/ukraine-conflict-crossroads-europe-and-russia
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/8/24/ukrainians-express-fear-and-hope-as-russias-war-rages-on-independence-day#:~:text=Ukraine%20declared%20independence%20from%20the%20Soviet%20Union%20on%20August%2024%2C%201991.&text=Kyiv%2C%20Ukraine%20%E2%80%93%20Thirty%2Dtwo,independence%20from%20the%20Soviet%20Union
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40869778
https://www.csis.org/analysis/russias-war-ukraine-identity-history-and-conflict
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/russia-and-ukraine-the-tangled-history-that-connects-and-divides-them
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ukraine/The-Russian-invasion-of-Ukraine


Helsinki International Model United Nations 2024 | XXIV Annual Session

about NATO expansion into Eastern Europe and views it as a security threat, opposing any further32

expansion of the alliance towards its borders.

The 2014 annexation of Crimea by Russia has been a major source of conflict. Russia claims33

that it was protecting the rights of Russian-speaking populations in Crimea, while the international

community and Ukraine have seen it as a violation of Ukraine's territorial integrity. Also, the fighting in

Eastern Ukraine that involved pro-Russian separatist movements has been a source of conflict. Russia

has denied direct involvement, but has been accused of supporting the separatists, for example by

providing military aid and personnel. Russia has used its control over energy supplies to Ukraine as a34

tool of influence leading to periodic disagreements over prices and deliveries prior to the current

situation. 35 36

36 Foreign Policy Research Institute Synchronized: The Impact of the War on Ukraine’s Energy Landscape Accessed
7.1.2024

35 Massachusetts Institute of Technology Energy, war, and the crisis in Ukraine | MIT News Accessed 7.1.2024

34 Al Jazeera Ukraine crisis: Who are the Russia-backed separatists? Accessed 7.1.2024

33 Ifimes The Russian-Ukrainian conflict over Crimea Accessed 7.1.2024

32 NATO NATO-Russia: setting the record straight Accessed 7.1.2024
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A depiction of how military control of Ukraine has changed during the war (from a news article dated 24 February 2023)
37

Key Member States and NGOs Involved and Their Views

Russian Federation

Because of the large amount of power Russia has held, both historically and now, their impact on

the world's economical and political state is very strong. In 2022 Russia decided to invade Ukraine,

causing an ongoing conflict.The total damages of the war to Ukrainian infrastructure have been

37 BBC Has Putin's war failed and what does Russia want from Ukraine? Accessed 7.1.2024
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estimated to add up to $151.2 billion (estimate as of 1 September 2023), which does not even include38

all the damage the conflict started by Russia has caused to millions of people. In addition to all the power

Russia holds, it also possesses the most nuclear weapons in the world and so has plenty of resources to

commit war crimes against many countries in the world. This only makes fighting back so much worse

and poses a major risk factor for the countries surrounding Russia, because of the fear factor posed by

the power the country holds. Russia has continued to deny most accusations they are presented with. 39

39 BBC Has Putin's war failed and what does Russia want from Ukraine? Accessed 7.1.2024

38 KSE The total amount of damage caused to the infrastructure of Ukraine due to the war reaches $151.2 billion—
estimate as of September 1, 2023 Accessed 7.1.2024
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An estimate figure on how the amount of nuclear weapons Russia has compares with the eight other countries that

have them (from a news article dated 7 October 2022)40

China

In terms of economic, diplomatic and military matters China has always been connected with

Russia. When Ukraine was first invaded by Russian forces, China didn't take sides, because going

against Russia would mean breaking the long-bound connections between the two countries. China has

not condemned the invasion and instead abstained in the UN votes related to the issue. Due to Russia's

actions, China is facing a choice between staying aligned with Russia or supporting Western countries.

Since China is such a highly credited country in the world and has a large influence, it's difficult to stay

out of a situation like this, but so far they have managed to do so. 41

United Kingdom (UK)

The United Kingdom condemns the actions of Russia and their premeditated invasion and war

against Ukraine. The UK has stated that they stand with Ukraine, its government and the people of the42

country under the horrific circumstances. The UK government has provided Ukraine with economic,

humanitarian and defensive military assistance and has imposed additional sanctions on Russia and

Belarus.43

United States of America (USA)

The United States of America is in full support of Ukraine in response to the unjustified and

unprovoked war started by Russia. The US recognizes the importance of Ukraine as a key regional44

strategic partner, and that the country has taken significant efforts to modernise its military and increase

its interoperability with NATO. The US is committed to building their relationship with Ukraine as the

Ukrainians navigate through the horrific circumstances caused by the war. The United States has

provided Ukraine with a lot of economic and humanitarian aid, as well as huge amounts of military

equipment since the invasion.45

45 United States Department of State United with Ukraine Accessed 7.1.2024

44 United States Department of State U.S. Security Cooperation with Ukraine Accessed 7.1.2024

43 GOV.UK The UK government's response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine Accessed 7.1.2024

42 GOV.UK Russian invasion of Ukraine: UK government response Accessed 7.1.2024

41 USCC China’s Position on Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine Accessed 7.1.2024

40 BBC Putin threats: Howmany nuclear weapons does Russia have? Accessed 7.1.2024
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A chart showing the commitments by the 10 biggest donors of aid to Ukraine, which the United

States is at the top of. (24 January 2022 - 15 January 2023)46

France

France feels that it is important to uphold the independence, territorial integrity and sovereignty of

Ukraine, not just as assistance to the people but also as a defence of the security of the European

continent and of international law. France condemns Putin's announcement of annexation of Ukrainian47

regions by the Russian Federation. Therefore France has mentioned the imposition of sanctions against

Russia and Belarus as a part of their response. France plays an important role in the war, even though48

48 France in the United States / Embassy of France in Washington, D.C. Situation in Ukraine Accessed 7.1.2024

47 Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs War in Ukraine: France's diplomatic action Accessed 7.1.2024

46 BBC Has Putin's war failed and what does Russia want from Ukraine? Accessed 7.1.2024
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their position isn’t sure, due to having the most powerful military in the EU and an established security

partnership with the UK.49

Germany

Germany has stated that they stand in solidarity with Ukraine and will support them for as long as

it takes. For a long time, Germany had not provided military support to a party at war, but due to the

circumstances it has become one of the largest contributors to military aid to Ukraine. German society

has also now engaged in efforts to help Ukraine since over 200,000 Ukrainian children have now

enrolled in German schools and more than a million Ukrainians have found refuge in Germany.50

Amnesty International

Amnesty International itself takes no position on issues of sovereignty or territorial disputes.

However, they have documented serious violations in their research on the war between Ukraine and

Russia since the beginning of the conflict. The conducted research has also pointed out the extensive

human rights, humanitarian and displacement crisis caused by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Amnesty

International has gathered together the many ways Ukrainians have been ill-treated, subjected to torture,

denied food and other supplies, and held in dangerous conditions.51

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

24 August 1991 Ukraine declared independence from the Soviet Union

31 May 1997 Signing of the Russian-Ukrainian Friendship Treaty

24 February 2022 Russia invaded Ukraine

16 March 2022 The International Court of Justice ordered for Russia to suspend military
offensive in Ukraine

7 April 2022 UN General Assembly adopted a resolution suspending Russia from
the Human Rights Council

9 September 2022 Nearly 5,800 deaths reported by the UN Human Rights Monitoring
Mission

30 September 2022 Security Council resolution which condemned the annexation of Ukraine
was vetoed by Russia

51 Amnesty International Human rights in Ukraine Accessed 7.1.2024

50 Politico Germany stands with Ukraine in its existential struggle Accessed 7.1.2024

49 Institut Montaigne War in Ukraine - France Needs to Reassess its Foreign Policy Options Accessed 7.1.2024
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12 October 2022 Resolution passed by the UN general assembly to not to recognize the
four regions that Russia had seized control of

14 November 2022 A resolution which stated that Russia was to pay for war reparations to
Ukraine was adopted by the UN General Assembly

26 December 2022 Ukraine calls for Russia to be removed as a permanent member of the
UN Security Council

17 February 2023 World leaders gathered in Germany for the Munich security conference,
in order to discuss Europe’s security situation in regards to Russia's
invasion of Ukraine

23 february 2023 The UN General Assembly adopts a resolution calling for the ending of
the war in Ukraine

24 February 2023 First anniversary of Russia's invasion into Ukraine

17 March 2023 The International Criminal Court issues an arrest warrant for President
Vladimir Putin

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

The United Nations is in strong support of Ukraine, and has expressed this support since the

beginning of the conflict. The UN General Assembly has adopted resolutions, such as the resolution

“Humanitarian Consequences of Aggression against Ukraine”. This resolution contained a demand for

Russia to immediately stop its hostilities in Ukraine and to end the attacks on the civilian population.52

Even though resolutions are politically vastly significant and carry a lot of moral authority, these calls

remained disregarded by Russia. Despite all this, the UN staff has continuously worked to provide

humanitarian assistance. 53

● Treaty on Friendship, Cooperation and Partnership between Ukraine and the Russian Federation,

Kyiv, 31 May 199754

● Resolution on Humanitarian consequences of the aggression against Ukraine, 28 March 2022

(A/RES/ES-11/2)55

● Resolution on Suspension of the rights of membership of the Russian Federation in the Human

Rights Council, 8 April 2022 (A/RES/ES-11/3)56

56 UN A/RES/ES-11/3 General Assembly Accessed 7.1.2024

55 UN Humanitarian consequences of the aggression against Ukraine Accessed 7.1.2024

54 UN Treaties No. 52240 ____ Ukraine and Russian Federation Accessed 7.1.2024

53 UN News The UN and Ukraine: year-long war spreads global fallout Accessed 7.1.2024

52 UN United Nations in Ukraine Accessed 7.1.2024
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● Statement by the President of the Security Council expressing support for the efforts in search for

a peaceful solution, 6 May 2022 (S/PRST/2022/3)57

● Resolution on Furtherance of remedy and reparation for aggression against Ukraine, 15

November 2022 (A/RES/ES-11/5)58

● Resolution calling for the ending of the war in Ukraine; Principles of the Charter of the United

Nations underlying a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in Ukraine , 16 February 2023

(A/ES-11/L.7)59

Possible Solutions

The conflict stems from very complex geopolitical, historical and cultural factors. There may not

simply be a one off solution out there, though there are many suggestions to take into consideration.60 61

Increasing Donations

Increasing donations could go a long way when it comes to getting closer to the way to resolve

the conflict. Sending more donations and increasing help, whether it be humanitarian, economic or

military, can have major impacts on Ukraines successes in fighting back. Increasing the West's supply of

weapons to Ukraine could, in addition to helping the ongoing military actions against Russian forces,

provide a measure of solidarity when it comes to other countries for future situations. Additional

donations could be a great help in taking back the seized areas.

The increase of donations could have an impact in many ways. Donations could be directed

towards medical assistance, because even though the healthcare system in Ukraine has managed to

function overall, spiralling costs and damaged infrastructure have made access to essential services

more and more challenging for civilians. More donations could also be directed at supporting the62

educational system in Ukraine. Human Rights Watch reported in November 2023 that Russia's invasion

of Ukraine has resulted in over 3,790 educational facilities having been damaged or destroyed since

February 2022, noting that Ukrainian children have paid a high price in this war because attacks on

education are attacks on their futures. In this way increasing donations could repair some of the63

valuable things Russia has destroyed over the course of the conflict.

63 Human Rights Watch Ukraine: War’s Toll on Schools, Children’s Future Accessed 21.1.2024

62 WHO Accessing health care in Ukraine after 8 months of war: The health system remains resilient, but key health
services and medicine are increasingly unaffordable Accessed 21.1.2024

61 Politico Opinion | Here Are 3 Ways to End the War in Ukraine. One Might Actually Work Accessed 7.1.2024

60 Chatham House How to end Russia’s war on Ukraine Accessed 7.1.2024

59 UN Principles of the Charter of the United Nations underlying a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in Ukraine
Accessed 7.1.2024

58 UN A/RES/ES-11/5 General Assembly Accessed 7.1.2024

57 UN Statement by the President of the Security Council Accessed 7.1.2024
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Withdrawal of Russian Troops

Withdrawal of Russian Troops would be required to bring back peace to Ukraine as well as it can

be restored. Getting Russian troops withdrawn is another issue itself, because for it to happen, there64

would have to be major diplomatic negotiations and in the end agreements when it comes to the matter.65

Knowing Russia, it would take something substantial to get them to withdraw with an outcome that would

be favourable for Ukraine and other countries. Since there have been so many resolutions made and

discussions had, to get Russia to withdraw there would have to be some sort of anchor to motivate them

to do so.

Even though the world has spoken time and time again for Russia's withdrawal, it has not

happened. For example in 2022 the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution demanding that Russia

withdraw all of their military forces from Ukraine. Russia has not followed the demands stated in this66

resolution or others. Something that could be done is going through the passed resolutions related to this

issue and trying to come up with ideas that will be even more effective in solving the issue.

Ceasefire and Organised Diplomatic Negotiations for a diplomatic agreement

Organising an agreement which would regulate the military activity in the area for time to have

diplomatic negotiations seems like a very popular suggestion to find solutions for the issues. Again an67

issue with this approach would be how Russia clearly denies wrongdoing on their part so these

discussions if not held in a very productive way would most likely fail and cause excess consequences

afterwards. There would have to be some way to negotiate the withdrawal of Russian troops from

Ukraine, the return of abducted children and citizens and a way to get justice for the war crimes

committed.

Since the beginning of the conflict there have been multiple calls for the United States to

negotiate with Russia. Arranging for countries with a lot of power to negotiate could go a long way in68

de-escalating the ongoing conflict, if Russia agrees to these negotiations.

NATO

There have been many ideas that NATO inviting Ukraine to join the Western Alliance would

guarantee the security of all territory controlled by the Ukrainian government. In this case there is a69

problem posed by how the Biden Administration has stated that the war must end before Ukraine can

69 Politico Opinion | Here Are 3 Ways to End the War in Ukraine. One Might Actually Work Accessed 7.1.2024

68 RAND Negotiating with Russia Is Still a Bad Idea Accessed 28.1.2024

67 Doctors without borders Cease-Fire Accessed 7.1.2024

66 European Union External Action UN General Assembly demands Russian Federation withdraw all military forces from
the territory of Ukraine Accessed 28.1.2024

65 The Guardian China ‘backs further Ukraine peace talks’ after Saudi Arabia summit Accessed 7.1.2024

64 Politico Opinion | Here Are 3 Ways to End the War in Ukraine. One Might Actually Work Accessed 7.1.2024
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join NATO. Although if this statement were taken back, and Ukraine was able to gain its NATO

membership, it could pose a reason for Putin to back down from the invasion. 70

It has been argued that a NATO membership could provide Ukraine with a heightened level of

security assurance. It could also discourage further military actions by Russia, as well as stabilise the

region by promoting democratic values and security cooperation.Though this solution would pose a risk

of escalating the conflict, since bringing Ukraine into NATO comes with the threat of escalating the

tensions with Russia. Finding a way for Ukraine to join NATO without exacerbating the situation could be

one of the ways to work towards resolving this conflict.71
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