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Introduction

The region consisting of the state of Israel and the region of Palestine has been the source of

many conflicts and outright wars for over a century. As a result of these conflicts, many formerly

Palestinian areas have fallen under Israeli occupation, which has caused friction between the two

conflicting parties and has been a hindrance to achieving lasting peace. The constant instability has

made economic development unattainable for many parts of the region. Currently, the economic position

of the Palestinians is highly unequal to the Israelis.1

The long-lasting conflict has seen numerous attempts for a peaceful resolution but as of now, no such

thing has happened. The recent uptick in violence is only the continuation of this bloody and complicated

history, although it has further reduced optimism among the youth. The once conceivable two-state2

solution has fallen by the wayside as mistrust grows between the conflicting parties.

2 https://www.usip.org/blog/2023/01/how-do-israeli-and-palestinian-youth-view-prospects-peace

1 https://www.worlddata.info/country-comparison.php?country1=ISR&country2=PSE
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A map of Israel, the Gaza Strip, and the West Bank3

Definition of Key Terms

The West Bank

A region East of the Jordan River whose control is divided between Israel and the Palestinian

Authority (picture below).

3https://fi.pinterest.com/pin/pinterest--63754150965634840/
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The Oslo Accords

Two agreements between Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organization resulting in the

creation of the Palestinian Authority which would have limited self-governance in the region. The

agreement ended the first intifada and made the region more peaceful for the time being.4

Mandatory Palestine

A British colony that existed from 1918 to 1948 which encompassed what is nowadays Israel, the

West Bank, and Gaza. The control of the mandate was transferred to the UN in 1948.

Intifada

A period of increased unrest and violence in Israel and Palestine. An Intifada has occurred two

times: first in the late 1980s and then again in the early 2000s. The demonstrations included worker

strikes and violent attacks with lethal weapons. The second intifada specifically was caused by the failure

of peace negotiations between the conflicting parties.5

Nakba

5 https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18080066/israel-palestine-intifadas-first-second

4 https://history.state.gov/milestones/1993-2000/oslo
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Meaning “catastrophe” in Arabic, Nakba was the result of the 1st Arab-Israeli war in 1948. After

Israel’s declaration of independence, as many as 700 000 Palestinians were forced to leave their homes

and become refugees. Nakba is a major source of grievance for the Palestinians against Israel.6

Fatah

Fatah is a secular Palestinian political movement. Fatah is currently in charge of the Palestinian

Authority and it seeks to negotiate a peaceful resolution to the conflict with Israel. The group was

originally created in the 1950s as a response to the Nakba. Fatah began armed resistance against Israel

that continued until the 1990s when the Oslo Accords were signed.7

The Palestinian Authority (PA)

The Palestinian Authority is the UN-recognised controller of zone A and zone B jointly with Israel

in the West Bank. The PA was established as a result of the Oslo Accords in 1995 after negotiations

between Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO). The Palestinian Authority supports the

two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestine conflict.8

Hamas

A much younger political movement than Fatah. Founded in 1987 and in charge of the Gaza Strip

since 2006, the group has been designated as a terrorist organisation by the international community.

Hamas calls for the establishment of an Islamic Palestinian state and has largely abstained from

peaceful negotiations.9

Israel

Israel is the world’s only Jewish state. It was established in 1948 by Jews who fled Europe due to

persecution.

9 https://www.dni.gov/nctc/groups/hamas.html

8

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/11/what-is-the-palestinian-authority-and-how-is-it-viewed-by-palestinian
s

7 https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2017/10/12/hamas-and-fatah-how-are-the-two-groups-different
6 https://www.un.org/unispal/about-the-nakba/
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Palestine

The region of Palestine is located on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea. Historically, the

areas that currently encompass Israel, the Gaza Strip, and the West Bank were called Palestine.10

Explanation of the Question

Israeli and Palestinian territories can be separated into three different parts that have all

experienced different amounts of harm due to past and ongoing conflicts. These are Israel, Gaza, and

the West Bank. All of the aforementioned regions are governed by different authorities. Israel controls

itself, the Gaza Strip is controlled by Hamas and the West Bank is jointly controlled by Israel and the

Palestinian Authority under Fatah.

The Gaza Strip has been under blockade from Israel since 2007 which has limited the movement

of goods, money, and people across the border. As a result, Gaza faces high levels of unemployment,

food insecurity, and dependence on foreign aid. The blockade has also made international businesses

wary of establishing themselves in the region, thus limiting employment opportunities for the over two

million inhabitants. Gaza is also highly dependent on imports for its food supply. This is due to the

territory’s status as one of the most densely populated places in the entire world. Gaza lacks a sufficient

amount of farmland to feed its population. Although Gaza borders the Mediterranean Sea, its access to

fishing grounds is limited by Israel which disallows Gazan fishermen to travel beyond a few nautical

miles offshore.11

The West Bank has also faced hardship. The Oslo Accords divided the territory into three zones

based on who would administer them: Zone A is under civil administration by the Palestinian Authority,

zone B is under joint Israeli-PA administration and zone C is fully controlled by Israel. Due to the nature

of the borders in the region, the Palestinian controlled zones are separated from each other by 700 road

obstacles and 140 road checkpoints. This has made movement between parts of zone A difficult which,

in turn, has limited employment opportunities for citizens who would have to go through border controls

for every commute. In addition, most of the land suitable for agriculture in the West Bank is located in the

Jordan Valley which is almost solely located in zone C. Access to food and clean water can’t be

guaranteed in zones A and B.12

12 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/6/26/palestine-and-israel-mapping-an-annexation

11 https://edition.cnn.com/2023/10/15/middleeast/gaza-history-explained-intl/index.html

10 https://www.britannica.com/place/Palestine

Research Report | Page 5 of 15

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/6/26/palestine-and-israel-mapping-an-annexation
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/10/15/middleeast/gaza-history-explained-intl/index.html
https://www.britannica.com/place/Palestine


Helsinki International Model United Nations 2024 | XXIV Annual Session

An illustration of the zones of the West Bank

The current situation of these territories has been the result of the Arab-Israeli war of 1948, the

six-day war in 1967 and the Oslo Accords in 1995. The 1948 war was a result of Israel’s declaration of

independence from Mandatory Palestine according to the UN partition plan that was drafted the year

prior. The Palestinian population saw the UN plan as favourable for the Jews, which they found

unacceptable. Afterwards, surrounding Arab countries joined the conflict to support the Palestinians.13

The war lasted for over a year, during which over 6 000 Israelis and 10 000 Palestinians and Arabs were

killed .14

In the armistice agreement control over the Gaza Strip was given to Egypt and the West Bank to

Jordan, in addition to Israel gaining territory that wasn’t included in the UN plan. The tension in the region

remained high despite the armistice. Just 20 years later, Israel invaded Syria, Egypt, and Jordan in 1967

in what was claimed to be a pre-emptive strike. Israel managed to occupy all of the former mandate’s

territories in addition to the Golan Heights and the Sinai peninsula. Israel occupied the Gaza Strip and

the West Bank until the Oslo Accords in 1993 and 1995 where the two occupied territories gained

self-governance.

14

https://uca.edu/politicalscience/home/research-projects/dadm-project/middle-eastnorth-africapersian-gulf-region/is
raelpalestine-1948-present/

13 https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/arab-israeli-war
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Illustration of Israel’s territorial gains in 1949.15

The Palestinian economy has experienced both periods of high economic growth and deep

declines as a result of wars and occupation. After the 1967 occupation of Gaza and the West Bank, the

regions experienced large economic growth for two decades up until the first Intifada in 1987. This was a

result of Israel investing money into the regions it occupied as it sought to minimise resistance from the

occupied Palestinians.16

The economic situation in Gaza and the West Bank rapidly deteriorated after the start of the first

Intifada: a period of more active resistance against Israeli occupation that lasted until 1993. The17

economic relationship between Israel and Palestine was deeply harmed as a result. The first Intifada

ended after the signing of the Oslo Accords which was the first Israeli-Palestinian peace agreement ever

signed. The deal stipulated the creation of a Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza alongside

Israel. Israel also agreed to withdraw its troops from the Palestinian territories and to sign a final treaty

that would iron out all of the details of the agreement in five years. Neither of these obligations was

followed through.18

18 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/9/13/what-were-oslo-accords-israel-palestinians

17 https://www.sixdaywar.org/long-term-effects/occupation/

16 https://www.sixdaywar.org/long-term-effects/palestinian-economic-growth/

15

https://www.palestineportal.org/learn-teach/israelpalestine-the-basics/maps/maps-ottoman-empire-through-1949/
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Key Member States and NGOs Involved and Their Views

Israel

Israel views the West Bank and the Gaza Strip not as occupied territories, but as disputed

regions, which makes their presence in the area legal under international law. Israel views the

heightened security measures in the West Bank as a means to prevent terrorist attacks on the Israeli

population. Israel reasons that the blockade of Gaza is helpful in preventing Hamas from acquiring

armaments, thus protecting its own civilians.19 20

The Palestinian Authority (PA)

The PA condemns many of Israel’s actions as harmful to successful peace negotiations. The PA

condemns the border fence on the West Bank that goes along the Green Line (armistice line after the

1948 Arab-Israeli war). It views the Israeli settlements in the West Bank as illegal under international law,

because they consider the West Bank to be an occupied territory. The Palestinian Authority seeks a

two-state solution and has sought to end the conflict through negotiations with Israel, renouncing armed

resistance in the 1990s.21

Hamas

Hamas views the ongoing conflict as Israel’s responsibility. Hamas believes Israel to be an

illegitimate state founded on Palestinian land. Hamas has historically sought to fully retake all of Israel

under Palestinian control, although in an officially issued document in 2017, Hamas said they would

accept an independent Palestinian state based on the 1967 borders. Hamas practises armed resistance

against Israel with frequent rocket attacks from the Gaza Strip which Hamas controls.22

22 https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2017/10/12/hamas-and-fatah-how-are-the-two-groups-different

21 https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2017/10/12/hamas-and-fatah-how-are-the-two-groups-different

20 https://books.google.fi/books?id=JKgeX_sdQG0C&pg=PA204&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false

19 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/background-and-overview-israel-war-of-independence
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USA

The United States supports the creation of an independent Palestinian state in the so-called

two-state solution. It has mainly focused on normalising Israel’s relations with its Arab neighbours as an

effort to end the conflict. The United States also supports Israel militarily in order to increase regional

stability and prevent Israel’s neighbours from invading the country.23

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

1917 The Balfour Declaration: the British promise the creation of a Jewish

state in Palestine.

1920 Creation of Mandatory Palestine under British administration.

1920-1940 A period of high Jewish immigration to the region. Many cite

anti-semitism in Europe as the reason for relocation.

1947 UN Resolution 181 calls for the creation of a Jewish state and a

Palestinian one in Mandatory Palestine.

1948 Israel declares independence and the 1st Arab-Israeli war begins.

1949 Armistice between Israel and the Arab states. The West Bank was

under Jordan’s occupation and Gaza under Egypt’s.

1967 The Six-Day War begins. Gaza and the West Bank fall under Israel’s

control.

23 https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-us-policy-israeli-palestinian-conflict#chapter-title-0-3

Research Report | Page 9 of 15

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-us-policy-israeli-palestinian-conflict#chapter-title-0-3


Helsinki International Model United Nations 2024 | XXIV Annual Session

1987 - 1993 The First Intifada begins, ending a prosperous period for the West Bank

and Gaza. Violence becomes once again commonplace in the region.

1993 Oslo Accords: the first peace agreement between Israel and Palestine,

ending the First Intifada. Israel promises to withdraw troops from the

West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

2000 - 2005 The Second Intifada. Over 4 000 people are killed due to Palestinian

and Israeli violence after Palestinians once again resist the Israeli

occupation of Palestinian regions despite the promises made in the

Oslo Accords.

2005 Israel withdraws from Gaza but troops remain in the West Bank until

this day.

2007 Hamas takes control of Gaza after defeating Fatah in elections. Israel

places Gaza under embargo.

2008, 2012, 2014 Israeli troops enter Gaza as a response to rocket attacks from Hamas in

the Gaza Strip

2023 Hamas invades Israel, triggering a serious military conflict in the region.
24 25

25 https://www.britannica.com/event/Arab-Israeli-wars

24 https://www.ajc.org/IsraelConflictTimeline
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UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

The United Nations has played a significant role in the region. In 1947 the British were prepared

to withdraw from Mandatory Palestine, placing it under a UN mandate. The UN issued Resolution 18126

the same year, dividing the Mandate into a Jewish and a Palestinian state in the proposal.

The UN would issue another resolution: Security Council Resolution 242 in 1967 after the27

Six-Day War. The resolution called for Israel’s withdrawal from the territories it occupied during and after

the war, including the West Bank and Gaza. The resolution also aimed to solve the refugee crisis caused

by the war. The resolution aimed to create a lasting peace in the region between Israel and Palestine by

having Israel withdraw its troops from the regions it occupied outside of the 1949 armistice line.

During the Yom-Kippur War, the UN would issue Security Council Resolution 338 in 1973. The28

resolution called for an immediate ceasefire in the region and the beginning of negotiations between the

conflicting parties. The UN re-emphasized its wish for a just and durable peace in the Middle East.

The UN established the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian

People (CEIRPP) in General Assembly resolution 3376 to foresee the right of the Palestinian people to29

sovereignty, self-determination and the right for the Palestinians displaced in the wars to return to their

homes.30

The UN views the ongoing occupation of the West Bank as illegal under international law. The31

UN has also emphasised the need for humanitarian corridors in the Israel-Gaza crisis in 2023. The UN32

has accepted the Palestinian Authority as an observer member of the UN but full membership isn’t

granted. The UN supports the two-state solution to end the conflict.33 34

Possible Solutions

34 https://www.un.org/unispal/history/

33 https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/SRES1397.pdf

32

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/urgent-and-extended-humanitarian-pauses-and-corridors-in-gaza-security-co
uncil-resolution-2712-2023/

31 https://www.un.org/unispal/data-collection/security-council/

30 https://www.un.org/unispal/committee/

29 https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-183010/

28 https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-185881/

27 https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-184858/

26 https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-185393/
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The two-state solution is the most commonly proposed answer to ending the conflict. The

proposal involves the creation of two states: a Jewish one and a Palestinian one. The two-state solution

is supported by Israel, the PA, the UN, the USA, and the EU and it has been seen as the most viable35

option to end the conflict for many years. However, the proposal has its issues .36

Firstly, Hamas, the current controller of the Gaza Strip, rejects the two-state solution and instead

seeks to establish a single Palestinian state in what is currently Gaza, the West Bank, and Israel.

Secondly, with the uptick in violence in the West Bank and an outright war in Gaza, the public approval

for the two-state solution has plummeted.37

Implementing the two-state solution would also pose its own challenges. There are currently over

700 000 Israeli settlers living in the West Bank, who would be unwilling to leave their homes in the38

event of the creation of a Palestinian state in the region. Another issue is the right of return for the

previously displaced Palestinians whose homes would be permanently left in Israeli territory. Israel has

previously shown unwillingness to allow the refugees to return.39

Another possibility is the one-state solution. In this scenario, Israel, the Gaza Strip, and the West

Bank would be joined together into a single state with both Jews and Palestinians included. The proposal

has been widely rejected by the conflicting parties and hasn’t been seen as feasible due to the politics

involved. Israel views it as important to remain as a Jewish state due to it being the ideology that the

country was founded on and it’s supported by most Israelis today.40

Additionally both Hamas and the PA have rejected the idea of living alongside Israel in a single

state. Hamas seeks to destroy the State of Israel and the PA’s official policy is the establishment of an

independent Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza.41

41

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/11/what-is-the-palestinian-authority-and-how-is-it-viewed-by-palestinian
s

40 https://www.american.edu/sis/news/20231121-what-is-the-one-state-solution-and-why-is-it-unlikely-to-work.cfm

39

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2019/05/israels-refusal-to-grant-palestinian-refugees-right-to-retu
rn-has-fuelled-seven-decades-of-suffering/

38 https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18080052/israel-settlements-west-bank

37 https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18080094/israel-palestine-two-state-solution-vs-one-state-solution

36

https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/israel-palestine-challenges-to-a-post-war-two-state-solutio
n/

35 https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/ep-plenary-prospects-two-state-solution-israel-and-palestine_en
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Despite the difficulties, there is some basis for a one-state solution. It would ensure the right to

representation for both Israelis and Palestinians. It could also solve the issue of who would get to occupy

the land both Israel and Palestine want. Integrating Gaza, the West Bank, and Israel under a single state

wouldn’t happen quickly, but it has once again become more viable as the war in Gaza continues. 42
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