
Helsinki International Model United Nations 2024 | XXIV Annual Session

Forum: Economic and Social Council

Issue: The Question of Biosafety

Student Officer: Yee Ming Da

Position: Deputy President of the Economic and Social Council

Introduction

The goal of biosafety is to provide long-term sustainable safety measures to contain infectious

biological agents and control the use of chemical products. Currently, biosafety is managed by1

organisations such as the World Health Organization (WHO), the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC), the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), and the World Customs Organization

(WCO). These organisations use information given by worldwide qualified researchers and scientists

who specialise in diseases and infectious biological agents. This is to allow organisations like the WHO

to be able to act more appropriately when new outbreaks arise.

These non-governmental organisations are facing numerous common challenges such as, but

not limited to, laboratory accidents, and insufficient training . These issues can lead to a higher risk of2 3

infection to the general public especially when new outbreaks arise. All of these problems have potential

solutions, such as additional safety equipment, some examples of which would be more ace shields, lab

coats, hands-free eye wash stations, and safety showers, to name a few. 4

Invasive pests, insects, and plant-related diseases can be minor and major challenges. Large

amounts of such pests smuggled through the borders can lead to economic loss to countries and a lower

standard of living for their citizens. Solutions to such issues may vary depending on the scale of severity.

Major challenges require much more than increasing the supply of medicines and basic medical

equipment globally. When it comes to resource constraints and global inequality, it takes time and effort

4 https://cpreducatorsinc.com/preventing-and-treating-lab-accidents/

3 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2947438/

2 https://www.poynter.org/reporting-editing/2023/chemical-accidents-united-states-every-two-days/

1 https://www.emro.who.int/health-topics/biosafety/index.html
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for all nations to have their problems solved. Resource constraints can occur when there is an immense

inequality between developed and developing countries. A developed country may have fewer natural

resources than a developing country due to factors that include infrastructure, factories, and climate. This

leads to a possible solution where the developed country funds the developing country for its resources.

Developing countries still face poverty, due to reasons such as unfair trade where the developing country

doesn’t receive fair compensation for the same number of products. In addition, resource constraints can

affect developing countries, as they do not have the needed resources to carry out safety measures.

This causes a consecutive reaction internationally.

Without sufficient resources to carry out biosafety, infectious diseases potentially spread faster

and on a larger scale to locals and tourists in developing countries. As countries move towards the use

of the tourism industry to boost economic growth, tourists are at high risk of being infected and continue

to spread the diseases to other countries. Thus to prevent future pandemics, it is important to solve the

resource constraints and global inequality in developed and developing countries.

Definition of Key Terms

Biosafety

Biosafety refers to the safe working practices associated with the handling of biological materials,

particularly infectious agents.5

Biological agents

Biological agents include bacteria, viruses, fungi, and other microorganisms and their associated

toxins.6

Bacillus Thuringiensis (BT)

BT refers to the production of insecticidal proteins in certain plants that cause them to produce

one or more toxins as they grow.7

Prions

7 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3035146/

6

https://www.osha.gov/biological-agents#:~:text=Biological%20agents%20include%20bacteria%2C%20viruses,seriou
s%20medical%20conditions%E2%80%94even%20death.

5 https://www.emro.who.int/health-topics/biosafety/index.html
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Prions can be described as misfolded proteins with no DNA or RNA which can lead to a chain

reaction to other proteins. ,8 9

Zoonotic Agents

Harmful germs that are often carried by animals, are considered Zoonotic Agents which can be

harmful to humans and cause zoonotic diseases. They can come in forms such as viruses, bacteria,

parasites and fungi.

Explanation of the Question

Minor Challenges

Minor challenges that organisations face are laboratory incidents, which can be caused by

insufficient safety equipment and training. This is especially dangerous as laboratories often contain

chemicals that can be infectious and harmful to living beings. Both researchers and laboratories should

be well-prepared during the use and containment of biological agents. A possible solution to solve

laboratory incidents is to equip laboratories with a sufficient amount of safety equipment. This would

mean that personnel who enter the laboratories are equipped with items such as lab coats, gloves, and

goggles to protect themselves while conducting their research . However, in the case of a chemical10

incident, eye wash stations, shower stations, and first aid kits should be readily available to minimise the

severity of incidents. A disadvantage to this solution is that not all laboratories can purchase all the

necessary safety equipment due to a lack of funds, especially in developing countries. This solution is11

difficult to implement in both developing and developed countries due to insufficient government efforts to

ensure proper funding.12

Major Challenges

The major problem that heavily affects developing countries is resource constraints, which can

come from either the lack of natural or man-made resources. Many healthcare centres in developing

countries, especially in rural areas, face multiple safety equipment shortages. This causes diseases13

13 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8387088/

12 https://academic.oup.com/ajcp/article/158/3/443/6583327?login=false

11 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4665590/

10 https://www.scienceequip.com.au/blogs/news/list-of-science-equipments-a-laboratory-must-have

9

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/zoonotic.htm#:~:text=Zoonotic%20diseases%20are%20infections%20that,g
et%20better%20on%20their%20own

8 https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-and-diseases/prion-diseases
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such as the COVID-19 pandemic, SARS, Swine Flu, MERS, and rabies to be difficult to treat as the

supply of vaccines and medical supplies is low and expensive. This leads to an increase in mortality rate.

The shortage of vaccines causes diseases such as rabies or mad cow disease, otherwise known

as bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), to be a threat to developing nations. Mad Cow Disease is14

a heavy burden on developing countries. The effect of this disease is the destruction of the brain and15

spinal cord leading to death after consumption. It is often found in animal products, especially beef. A16

property of prions is that they cannot be destroyed by boiling, adding alcohol, or radiation thus making it

even more difficult for people to avoid the disease.17

CDC chart showcasing the death rate of prion disease in the US and Canada.18

18https://www.cdc.gov/prions/bse/bse-north-america.html

17

https://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/issues/1040/mad-cow-disease/mad-cow-disease-q-and-a#:~:text=In%20additio
n%2C%20normal%20disinfection%20procedures,only%20serves%20to%20spread%20it.

16

https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-and-diseases/bse-mad-cow-disease-and-vcjd#:~:text=Eating%2
0infected%20cattle%20products%2C%20including,to%20develop%20mad%20cow%20disease.

15 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1200681/

14

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/rabies#:~:text=Rabies%20is%20one%20of%20the,accessible%2
0to%20those%20in%20need.
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Image showcasing the countries that are at the most risk of Mad-Cow disease as stated by the Office

International des Epizooties (OIE) .19 20

Countries in areas such as Southeast Asia, China, and Russia are at high risk of Mad-Cow

disease. To prevent and reduce the risk of the spread of Mad-Cow disease, products that may contain

prion disease should be identified and disposed of. Governments in countries such as the USA have

assigned more inspectors to all slaughterhouses to ensure that all safety measures and food standards

are met.

Epidemics and Pandemics

Contagious diseases have a high chance of evolving from an epidemic to a pandemic. For

example, COVID-19 started as a small outbreak in Wuhan, China, but slowly increased in its infection

rate which rapidly spread across the world. By March 2020, the WHO had updated the status of21

COVID-19 to “pandemic”. This led to many countries going into lockdowns to minimise any further22

spread. By the end of 2020, many countries had experienced the traumatic lockdown which has led to

22

https://www.lung.org/blog/epidemic-pandemic-endemic-covid#:~:text=The%20number%20of%20people%20affecte
d,19%20has%20been%20no%20exception.

21

https://www.webmd.com/covid/coronavirus-history#:~:text=The%20virus%20that%20causes%20COVID%2D19%2
0was%20a%20novel%20coronavirus,Health%20Organization%20in%20March%202020.

20

https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/#:~:text=Founded%20in%201924%20as%20the,World%20Organisation%20
for%20Animal%20Health.

19

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.collagensolutions.com%2Fbse-risks-and-collagen-0%
2F&psig=AOvVaw0YcXi3XoqOmwKmjt2UN_gT&ust=1706642753388000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ve
d=0CBUQjhxqFwoTCPjl--2pg4QDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

Research Report | Page 5 of 15

https://www.lung.org/blog/epidemic-pandemic-endemic-covid#:~:text=The%20number%20of%20people%20affected,19%20has%20been%20no%20exception
https://www.lung.org/blog/epidemic-pandemic-endemic-covid#:~:text=The%20number%20of%20people%20affected,19%20has%20been%20no%20exception
https://www.webmd.com/covid/coronavirus-history#:~:text=The%20virus%20that%20causes%20COVID%2D19%20was%20a%20novel%20coronavirus,Health%20Organization%20in%20March%202020
https://www.webmd.com/covid/coronavirus-history#:~:text=The%20virus%20that%20causes%20COVID%2D19%20was%20a%20novel%20coronavirus,Health%20Organization%20in%20March%202020
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/#:~:text=Founded%20in%201924%20as%20the,World%20Organisation%20for%20Animal%20Health
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/#:~:text=Founded%20in%201924%20as%20the,World%20Organisation%20for%20Animal%20Health
https://www.collagensolutions.com/bse-risks-and-collagen-0/
https://www.collagensolutions.com/bse-risks-and-collagen-0/
https://www.collagensolutions.com/bse-risks-and-collagen-0/


Helsinki International Model United Nations 2024 | XXIV Annual Session

mental health concerns for people of all ages. These concerns include psychological stress, depression,

and social anxiety. To combat this, countries such as the United Kingdom have implemented several23

exercises to ease the stress. People who were on lockdown at home were suggested to do crafts, home

exercises or find new hobbies, whilst those who were permitted out of their homes could go for walks

and group activities.24

There have been epidemics that have been successfully minimised, such as the Severe Acute

Respiratory Syndrome, otherwise known as SARS. This disease can manifest with conditions such as,

but not limited to, headache, body ache and diarrhoea. According to The Lancet Article, this epidemic25

was eventually contained by the use of syndromic surveillance (gathering information about a patient

during the early stages of the illness) , prompt isolation of patients, strict enforcement of quarantine of26

all contacts, and in some areas top-down enforcement of community quarantine. This helped to reduce27

the number of cases which led to its end in late 2003 to early 2004.28

Biological Weapons and Agents in times of War

Weapons can pose a risk to the general public. They can be categorised into numerous groups

such as, but not limited to: Chemical weapons and Bioweapons. These weapons can be both toxic and

deadly when exposed to humans and can lead to an instant increase in death rates in the affected area.

The use of chemical weapons is the use of toxic agents such as nerve or tear gas to inflict severe harm

or death on humans. A prime example of the dangers chemical weapons pose to the people is the29

2018 Syria attack where a nerve agent, named Sarin, was deployed by the Assad regime to the Ghouta

district of Damascus, killing more than 1,400 people. Sarin is a nerve agent that works similarly to other30

30

https://www.state.gov/tenth-anniversary-of-the-ghouta-syria-chemical-weapons-attack/#:~:text=Ten%20years%20ag
o%20the%20Assad,launched%20by%20the%20Assad%20regime.

29

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/chemical-weapon#:~:text=Chemical%20weapon
s%20include%20nerve%20agents,fentanyls%3B%20riot%2Dcontrol%20or%20tear

28

https://www.cdc.gov/sars/index.html#:~:text=Since%202004%2C%20there%20have%20not,be%20posted%20on%
20this%20website.

27

https://www.thelancet.com/article/S1473-3099(20)30129-8/abstract#:~:text=SARS%20was%20eventually%20conta
ined%20by,transmission%2C%20SARS%20was%20effectively%20eradicated.

26

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/su5301a3.htm#:~:text=Strictly%20defined%2C%20syndromic%2
0surveillance%20gathers,the%20early%20phases%20of%20illness.

25

https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/sars.html#:~:text=Severe%20acute
%20respiratory%20syndrome%20(SARS,discomfort%2C%20body%20aches%20and%20diarrhea.

24 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9207408/

23

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10228230/#:~:text=Studies%20have%20reported%20increased%2
0levels,compared%20with%20pre%2Dpandemic%20levels.&text=COVID%2D19%20restrictions%20have%20also,ass
ociated%20with%20increased%20psychological%20distress.
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nerve agents. It causes an interference with the enzymes which causes a person’s muscle to slowly stop

functioning. As a result, the muscles near vital areas such as the heart and lungs, cease to work, leading

to death. Though an antidote has been developed, it is not always available in wartorn areas.31 32

Furthermore, bioweapons are inhumane weapons that have been used during wars (i.e. WW2).

For example, the Japanese during the Second World War had created plague-infected flea bombs to

disrupt both farmers and crops. These fleas were infected with cholera and the bubonic plague which33

were dropped by Japanese planes. Another example is the use of Agent Orange during the Vietnam

War. Agent Orange was a method for the U.S. military to have control over the vegetation. Its "orange"

name comes from the orange band that was around the storage barrels which were sprayed on the34

vegetation defoliating trees and shrubs that destroyed the main source of food and cover. Due to the35

estimated 49.3 million liters of Agent Orange used , plants and live animals were in complete36

devastation within a few days. The victims who were exposed to Agent Orange experienced cancer,

congenital birth disorders, and numerous life-threatening health complications.37

Toxic Waste

Toxic waste may come in forms such as heavy metals, radioactive waste, pathogens, or other

materials. These potentially harmful byproducts of farming, laboratories, hospitals, labs, etc. are

dangerous for the environment. In addition, it can even be found in the items used by humans for

example, batteries, used computer equipment or paints. These toxic wastes are highly toxic to three

common groups, the general public, animals, and plants. This is due to the toxin's effect on living things.

37

https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/symptoms/24689-agent-orange-effects#:~:text=Agent%20Orange%20was%20a
%20toxic,and%20life%2Dthreatening%20health%20complications.

36

https://ohiostate.pressbooks.pub/sciencebites/chapter/the-use-and-effects-of-agent-orange-in-vietnam/#:~:text=The
%20most%20infamous%20of%20these,canopy%20in%20which%20to%20hide.&text=An%20estimated%2049.3%20
million%20liters,million%20acres%20during%20the%20war.&text=Within%20days%20of%20application%2C%20pl
ant,for%20kilometers%20were%20completely%20devastated.

35

https://www.aspeninstitute.org/programs/agent-orange-in-vietnam-program/what-is-agent-orange/#:~:text=About
%20Agent%20Orange%3A%20Agent%20Orange,and%20food%20to%20opposition%20forces.

34

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/#:~:text=Agent%20Orange%20was%20a%20tactical,herbic
ides%20during%20the%20Vietnam%20War.

33

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1326439/#:~:text=During%20the%20war%2C%20the%20Japanese
,rice%20fields%20and%20along%20roads.

32

https://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2019/nano-antidote-provides-long-term-protection-nerve-agents/#:~:text=No%2
0long%2Dterm%20vaccine%20or,nerve%20agents%2C%20including%20sarin%20gas.

31

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/ershdb/emergencyresponsecard_29750001.html#:~:text=Atropine%20and%20pralidoxi
me%20chloride%20(2,following%20exposure%20to%20be%20effective.
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One notable example of toxin exposure is mercury poisoning in the 18th-20th century where humans38

who had a high level of mercury exposure developed mad hatter disease which presented with

symptoms such as skin rashes, vomiting, tremors, twitching and in some cases, excitability.39

Though the cases of mad hatter disease decreased, present and future decisions can bring about

similar threats to humans. For example, during the past decades, there was an illegal practice of

industrial toxic and solid urban waste dumping which occurred in Southern Italy in the Campania region.

This led to an extreme amount of dioxins, numerous chlorinate compounds and other chemicals that

have been classified as carcinogenic to living beings. These led to an increased risk of liver and lung

cancer, lymphopoietic neoplasm, and other similar diseases becoming present in those who were

exposed to these toxins. As a result, the European Court of Auditors and similar organisations have40

collectively agreed on resolving toxic waste issues such as waste disposal methods, recycling

challenges, illegal dumping, etc.41

Key Member States and NGOs Involved and Their Views

World Health Organization (WHO)

The WHO is an organisation that plays a part in ensuring global health and security. They play an

immense role in ensuring the safety of the people during health emergencies. They are the organisation

that works behind the scenes on numerous rapid responses around the world. During the 2018 Ebola

outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the WHO and the UN’s World Food

Programme worked together to ensure that necessary supplies were safely delivered to remote areas

such as the Rohingya Refugee Camps. The WHO acted similarly with NGOs and Nations to ensure42

that other outbreaks such as the Zika outbreak in 2015, the Cholera outbreak (1961), seasonal influenza

and the influenza pandemic (1918), and the recent COVID-19 pandemic were responded to

appropriately.

The Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

The CDC in the US has a role in ensuring the public’s safety from infectious and harmful

biological agents. They play a crucial role in Africa by providing necessary medical resources to help

42 https://www.who.int/news-room/spotlight/outbreaks-behind-the-headlines

41 https://www.eca.europa.eu/lists/ecadocuments/rw23_02/rw_hazardous_waste_en.pdf

40 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4483732/

39

https://www.healthline.com/health/mad-hatter-disease#:~:text=Mad%20hatter%20disease%20is%20a,the%2018th
%20to%2020th%20centuries.

38 https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/toxic-waste
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tackle health-related issues for its citizens. At the end of June 2023, the Africa CDC and The United

States Pharmacopeia Convention (USP) launched a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to increase

Africa’s access to quality-assured medical products by increasing regional manufacturing, strengthening

enabling regulatory and market environments, and bolstering clinical and public health laboratory

networks. In addition, they have further collaborated with other NGOs such as the WHO, to tackle43

health emergencies in Africa .44

The Organization for Animal Health (OIE)

The OIE is an organisation dedicated to combating animal-related diseases. These diseases

include rabies, horse disease, lumpy skin disease (LSD), etc. They work internationally with other45

non-governmental organisations to raise awareness of these diseases and develop campaigns to protect

both animals and humans. Furthermore, they play a role in improving the safety in veterinary laboratories

and clinics. This is to ensure that veterinarians are safe during the handling of zoonotic agents and

animals affected by them.

Vietnam

From 1961 to 1971, Vietnam was one of the three countries (Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia) that

were severely affected by the famine and similar effects due to the use of Agent Orange. As the thick

forest was the main shelter for the Vietnamese to use for cover and surprise attacks, it led the US to use

Agent Orange which caused massive vegetation loss with many animal habitats becoming non-existent.

This caused an unpleasant odour and a lasting impact on large tracts of land which lasted till this day46

as these lands remain degraded and unproductive.47

Laos and Cambodia, the other two countries affected by the Agent Orange attack, suffered a

similar fate to Vietnam as famine spread quickly to the citizens. In addition, there was an average of 4

people per village who had birth defects. Those who were identified were often under the age of 20.48

48 https://stimson.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Final-Agent-Orange-Laos-Factsheet.pdf

47

https://www.aspeninstitute.org/programs/agent-orange-in-vietnam-program/what-is-agent-orange/#:~:text=Agent%
20Orange%20was%20sprayed%20at,and%20unproductive%20to%20this%20day.

46

https://science.howstuffworks.com/agent-orange.htm#:~:text=When%20deployed%2C%20Agent%20Orange%20kill
s,air%20%5Bsource%3A%20Glaberson%5D.

45 https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/our-missions/animal-diseases/

44 https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-africa-cdc-bolster-partnership-tackle-health-emergencies-africa

43

https://africacdc.org/news-item/usp-and-africa-cdc-launch-mou-to-advance-regional-manufacturing-and-strengthen-r
egulatory-and-laboratory-systems-in-africa/
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United States of America (USA)

The US was responsible for the use of Agent Orange, which caused biological devastation to

countries during the wars. The bioweapon caused a massive famine which spread to Laos and

Cambodia causing vegetation loss during the Vietnam War.49

Israel

During biological warfare in Israel in 1948, “bacteriological warfare was used by poisoning wells

and infecting drinking water with malaria and typhus”. Malaria is a disease which is caused by parasites50

that commonly infect a certain type of mosquito that feeds on humans. However, typhus is a disease51

caused by bacteria which are often present in fleas, lice, and chiggers. While both are treatable , , it is52 53 54

not easily available during biological warfare where there is a high demand and low supply of these

medicines.

Timeline of Events55

Date Description of event

1885 (ongoing) The Third Plague (Bubonic Plague) is still ongoing but is not as deadly

due to vaccines and prevention measures.

55 https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmicb.2020.631736/full

54

https://www.cdc.gov/typhus/epidemic/index.html#:~:text=Epidemic%20typhus%20should%20be%20treated,with%
20doxycycline%20usually%20recover%20quickly.

53

https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/about/faqs.html#:~:text=Malaria%20can%20be%20treated.,parasite%20is%20resistan
t%20to%20them.

52

https://www.cdc.gov/typhus/index.html#:~:text=Typhus%20fevers%20are%20a%20group,fleas%2C%20lice%2C%2
0and%20chiggers.

51

https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/about/faqs.html#:~:text=The%20Disease,-What%20is%20malaria&text=Malaria%20is
%20a%20serious%20and,%2C%20and%20flu%2Dlike%20illness.

50 https://www.nti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/israel_biological.pdf

49

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK236347/#:~:text=3The%20U.S.%20Military%20and,project%20called%20
Operation%20Ranch%20Hand.
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1918-1919 The Spanish Flu is believed to have begun in the US and spread to

Europe in countries such as, but not limited to France, Germany, and

the UK.

1961 (On-going)56 Seventh Cholera Pandemic

2002-2003 Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)

2009-2010 Swine Flu

2015 (On-going but not

many cases)57
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS)

2019 (On-going) COVID-19 outbreak begun

January-April 2020 Countries began to go into lockdown to reduce the spread of the virus.

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

The UN plays an important role in carrying out safety protocols to prevent outbreaks. Such

actions lead to improvement in global health security which protects the safety of the general public.

Their actions can be seen as early as 1991 to 2023. For example, the UN started the UN Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) where they try to push society to bring about peace and prosperity for58

living beings and the earth. In total, there are 17 Goals each with a purpose to solve a world problem

such as food shortage, climate action, and gender equality. These involvements can be seen below:

58 https://sdgs.un.org/goals

57

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/middle-east-respiratory-syndrome-coronavirus-mers-cov-situation-update#:~:text=S
ince%20the%20previous%20update%20on,and%20Saudi%20Arabia%20(1).

56

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/all-topics-z/cholera/surveillance-and-disease-data/cholera-monthly#:~:text=Since%
2026%20September%202023%20and,and%20Somalia%20(2%20265).
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● Implementation of United Nations environmental conventions:

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4019346?ln=en

● AMBIT : a concept for advanced management of biological threats:

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/667118?ln=en

● Addressing modern threats in the Biological Weapons Convention:

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/769756?ln=en

● Adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes

on the enjoyment of human rights:

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/487595?ln=en

Possible Solutions

Make treatments for animal related diseases more affordable

The cost of vaccines for viruses such as rabies are extremely expensive without insurance. The

cost of this treatment ranges from $4,868.35 to $5,930.83 in the US . However, in a situation where the59

cost of the treatment is reduced, the infection rate can be reduced. By reducing the infection rate, it can

immediately improve and create new positive outcomes. In addition, the general public’s mental stress

can be reduced as there would be a decrease in the death of loved ones, both animals and humans.

Eliminate all biological weapons

Despite the advantages that these biological weapons might bring, the lasting effect on the

receiving country weighs higher than all advantages both short-term and long-term. For example, the use

of Agent Orange left a devastating impact on the countries affected. They experienced famines,

long-term vegetation challenges and trauma from these attacks. To combat this, international laws that

limit or ban the use of these weapons (I.e. Biological Weapons Convention, BWC as its abbreviation)60

are placed in order to reduce the casualties that may occur. In conclusion, the development of biological

weapons should be stopped and any existing weapons should be properly disposed of.

60

https://disarmament.unoda.org/biological-weapons/#:~:text=The%20Biological%20Weapons%20Convention%20(B
WC,of%20mass%20destruction%20(WMD).

59

https://www.npr.org/2022/04/09/1091797594/the-capitol-fox-fascinated-folks-but-no-one-mentioned-the-cost-of-ra
bies-treatme
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